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Preface 
 

The method I used to collect and compile the information contained in this document 
came from many sources available online. First, Michael O'Hara the son of Scarlet's pilot 
has created a Facebook account about Scarlet the plane. This account had a number of 
pictures that his dad Richard K. O'Hara had taken during late 1942 and 1943. You can 
reference this Facebook page after you logon to Facebook by using the following search 
criteria: Scarlet, WWII B-17F, AC# 42-5720. Many of the photographs in this 
document came from this source. 
 
Second, the Tillery family, other crew members, and their families, were active in the 
306th Bomb Group Historical Association (306th BGHA).  The 306th BGHA has a 
website: http://www.306bg.us/. This organization has been active since the mid-1970s, 
and meets every year.  At the website, under the "Echoes" tab, you can find 40 years of 
issues of the newsletter, "306th Echoes."  The Association's founding secretary, Russell 
A. Strong, served as 306th BGHA historian and editor of the “306th Echoes” from 1976 
through summer 2007. Strong published the book "First Over Germany -- A History of 
the 306th Bombardment Group". In the fall of 2007, Dr. Vernon L. Williams, History 
Professor at Abilene Christian University, began serving as its volunteer editor, historian, 
reunion chairman, and webmaster. He involved his history students in the website work 
by scanning 306th documents and photographs. By autumn of 2014, Dr. William’s 
volunteer positions transitioned to the current Leadership found under the Leadership tab 
on the website. I also used extensively the combat diaries of 423rd and 367th bomb 
squadrons along with interrogation forms and crew loading lists found on the website. 
 
Additionally, I used Ancestry.com: http://www.ancestry.com/ for enlistment data, travel 
data and family information such as birth and death records for the crew members. Find 
A Grave: http://www.findagrave.com/ was used for where the crew members who has 
since died are located; Google Maps: http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&tab=wl was 
used to show the relative direction of each combat mission flown and Google Search 
Engine: http://www.google.com/ was used for miscellaneous things such as POW and 
Stalag data, location data for plane crashes or training bases. 
 
Some information and photographs was provided by some of the crew family members. 
 
Finally, I created several tables showing such things as combat missions flown by each 
crew member, leadership roles served, and other related data. I also added some data that 
was done at the time by such well known war correspondents as Walter Cronkite and 
Andy Rooney to give a historical perspective to a combat mission. Overall, the format is 
in chronological order as best that I could determine it. 
 
On page 208 I discussed where the B-17 “Scarlet 42-5720” was transferred to the 544th 
BS of the 384th BG on August 23, 1943. I had already completed the initial book when I 
thought I would research what happen to the plane. I found a marvelous account of what 
happen to it and have added it as an addendum found on page 256. It was renamed 
“Slightly Dangerous”.    

                                                                                          Randolph B. Woolley 
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Introduction 
 
I would like to explain how I came about to undertake this endeavor.  I am originally 
from Montevallo, AL and went to college there with a math major and physics and 
history minor. I have always enjoyed history especially when related to my family 
members. My Uncle who was an early Woolley family genealogist got me started doing 
family history research around 1980. I have written a number of Woolley and related 
family histories over the years. These were done as a hobby since I worked full time in 
the computer business mostly as a civilian for the U. S. Government (Air Force, Army, 
Navy and TVA) or government contractors (Boeing and Computer Science) for NASA. 
 
I started work on a detail timeline on my Mother and Father's life recently. I had a whole 
chapter about my father's experience during WWII. I was able to reconstruct for the most 
part what he did leading up to his deployment overseas and his return. However, I had 
some missing parts that my father could have easily provided. I tried to get his records 
from the government achieves but they were lost. My point here is that I had just gone 
through trying to document my father's WWII experience and know how difficult it is to 
document them after your love one have passed on. 
 
Because of some previous heart issues, I regularly attend a cardiac rehab exercise class at 
a local hospital. The exercise class usually have coffee after exercise where we solve all 
of the latest world problems. A senior member (89 years old) of our class told me one day 
after Christmas about his older brother who was a B-17 pilot during WWII. This 
gentleman's brother and crew was shot down. All were captured except one, the 
bombardier, who died when his parachute didn't open. My friend told me his brother who 
had died five years ago did not know what ever happen to the bombardier. 
 
This story intrigue me. So I set out to see what if anything that I could find out about this 
crew. I was able to put together over a hundred pages about the plane and crew members 
and I surprised my friend when I presented it to him. The look on his face at the time was 
priceless. 
 
A few weeks after this happen a neighbor of mine and her husband came to dinner to 
discus an upcoming trip to Normandy that they plan to take this summer. My wife and I 
had just been there in 2011. I was telling them about what a pleasure I had doing the story 
about the B-17 crew for my friend when my neighbor said her father was a navigator on a 
B-17. After a few questions about her father's experience, I thought I would try and 
document in one place all that I could find out about her father and his crew members 
war experience. 
 
The following is what I found out. Most of which I am sure the family has known for 
years since they are very active in military reunion associations. However, I have learned 
long ago that when people pass on some of their information is lost for future family 
generations. This document is done with this in mind so that the present generation will 
have something to give to their children and grandchildren regarding their Grandfather or 
Great Grandfather. 
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Primary tool was the Boeing B-17F bomber 
 
This is an account of a B-17 crew and their time in combat over Europe during the year 
1943. It discusses how they achieved their 25 combat missions so that they could return 
to the U.S. Their primary tool was the Boeing B-17F bomber. It had a crew of ten; pilot, 
copilot, navigator, bombardier, flight engineer/top turret gunner, radio operator, ball 
turret gunner, waist gunners (2) and tail gunner. 
 

 
 
Pilot - "Aircraft Commander" 
 
Pilot's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Commander of the aircraft; sometimes of the formation as well 
 Handle all aspects of aircraft flight 
 Build camaraderie amongst the crew 
 Ensure each crew member received proper trainig 
 One of only two of the crew that did not have a machine gun to man (copilot 

being the other) 

 
 
Co-pilot - Backup to the pilot, handled ground maneuvering 

 
Copilot's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Second in Command 
 Relieve the Pilot as needed during long flights/take over if pilot was killed or too 

wounded to fly 
 Handle the aircraft ground manuevering 
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Flight Engineer - Top Turret, Engine Health Monitoring 
 
Flight Engineer's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Handle engine controls with the pilots/assist them in flying the aircraft 
 Operate the top turret to defend the aircraft against enemy attacks 
 Be skilled and have working knowledge of the aircraft mechanics to make repairs 

as needed if the aircraft landed away from base 
 Is the aircraft armorer with detailed knowledge of the guns and ordance carried on 

a mission 

 
 
Navigator - Determine plane position relative to Earth 
 
Navigator's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Navigation of the plane using pilotage, dead reckoning, radio, celestial, or any 
combination of the four 

 Plot the course avoiding heavily guarded areas, reach the target, and guide the 
plane back home 

 In charge of defending the plane using the "cheek" guns mounted in the nose 
section 

 

 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 3 

Bombardier - Deliver Payload on Target 
 
Bombardier's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Deliver payload with accuracy 
 Assume control of the aircraft once on the bombing run 
 Protect the aircraft with the front mounted chin turret (remote-controlled) 

 
 
Radio Operator - Communications handler 
 
Radio Operator's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Handle all communications between the aircraft in the formation and HQ 
 Provide up to the minute updates on target availability (primary or secondary 

targets) 
 Operate the cameras located under the floor of the radio room (used for 

photographing the bomb run) 
 Use the .50 caliber machine gun mounted above his head out through the top 

window (as needed) 

 
 
Ball Turret Gunner - Enemy Fighter Protection 
 
Ball Turret Gunner's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Protect the aircraft from all enemy attacks coming from below 
 Provide aerial reconaissance of targets below and relay to crew/navigator 
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Waist Gunner (2) - Enemy Fighter Protection 
 
Waist Gunner's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Provide protection of the aircraft from enemy attacks directed at the mid-section 
of the aircraft 

 Assist other crew members as needed (eg. help the Ball Turret Gunner into the 
ball) 

 Observe and be aware of flight conditions, and overall saftey of the aircraft while 
in flight (eg. observe engines) 

 
 
Tail Gunner - Most Important Defensive Weapon 
 
Tail Gunner's duties and responsibilities on B-17 Flying Fortress 

 Provide protection of the aircraft from enemy attacks coming from behind 
 Obsserve other airplanes in the formation and call out enemey aircraft positions 

 

 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 5 

Scarlet's Crew 
 
The new crew came together in the fall of 1942. The Pilot was Richard K. O'Hara of 
Cortland, NY. He was born August 15, 1919 and enlisted in Army Air Corps at Syracuse, 
NY on Mar 15, 1941. The Copilot was Robert H. Smith of Lamesa, TX. He enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps on Nov 3, 1941 at Fort Bliss El Paso, TX. The Navigator was Otis B. 
Tillery of York, AL. He was born on April 29, 1920 at York, Sumter, AL. The 
Bombardier was Hugh E. Phelan born March 30, 1918 in Malvern, AR. He enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps on Jan 19, 1942. The Engineer was Charles A. Sheffield born Aug 29, 
1914 in North Carolina. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps on Dec 30 1941 at Fort 
Jackson Columbia, SC. The Radio Operator was William H. Mountain born Apr 29, 1920 
in Sangerville, ME. He enlisted on Dec 28, 1941 in Portland, ME. The Ball Turret gunner 
was Paul A. Fetkiw born 1917 in Fulton, Oswego, New York. He enlisted Mar 18, 1942 
at Fort Niagara Youngstown, NY. One Waist gunner was Maynard E. Nelson born Jun 7, 
1923 in Williams, Nelson, ND. He enlisted Nov 27, 1941 at Fort Snelling, MN. The other 
Waist Gunner was James J. Garris. James J. Garris was born Jan 13, 1919 in Virginia. He 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps at Fort George G Meade, MD on August 15, 1941. James 
J. Garris was not a part of the crew assembled in the U.S. but was assigned early on in the 
U.K. He was an assistance crew chief stationed at Thurleigh, England prior to his 
assignment as a waist gunner.  The Tail gunner Harold F. Strom born Jul 16, 1913 in Hill 
Lake, MN. He enlisted on April 21, 1942.  
 

 
L-R: Nelson, Sheffield, Phelan, O'Hara, Tillery, Mountain, Fetkiw and Strom 
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Scarlet: 42-5720 
 
The new B-17F aircraft, Serial Number 42-5720, was delivered to the Army Air Force at 
Tulsa on September 23, 1942. It was at Wayne on November 2, 1942 then West Palm 
Beach on December 14, 1942. It was initially assigned to the 423rd Bomb 
Squadron/306Bombardment Group [GY-Y] Thurleigh, England and named "SCARLET" 
on February 2, 1943; then assigned to the 367 Bomb Squadron when the crew was 
reassigned in early April, 1943. It had a taxi accident on April 20, 1943 with Pilot Dick 
O'Hara. It was transferred to the 544 Bomb Squadron/384 Bombardment Group [SU-A] 
at Grafton Underwood, England on August 23, 1943. It was Missing In Action (MIA) 
against Stuttgart, Germany on September 6, 1943 with Pilot Lester Aufmuth, Navigator: 
Chas Downe, Bombardier: Jim Jensen, Engineer / Top Turret Gunner: Bob Price, 
Waist Gunner: Joe Smith (these 5 were captured and became POWs), Co-Pilot: Jim 
McMath, Radio Operator: Lou Weatherford, Ball Turret Gunner: Jim Wagner, Waist 
Gunner: Chas Fisher and Tail Gunner: Carl Bachmann (these 5 escape/evaded capture 
EVD). The air craft ran out of gas and crashed near Doiains, ten miles E of Evreux, Fr. 
(MACR 776). 
 
West Palm Beach - Dec 1942 
 
Another account of the beginning of this air craft's service is provided by the pilot's son, 
Michael B. O'Hara, who has his father's log books. Some of the following pictures are 
from his Facebook's site about the aircraft 42-5720 that his father piloted. 
 

 
November 29, 1942 - Dad takes command of his yet-to-be named plane at Schilling Air Force Base in 

Salina, Kansas; AC #25720. 
 
Air Craft  42-5720 was first assigned to the 306th Bombardment Group, 423rd Bomber 
Squadron. Richard K. O'Hara, original pilot picked up the brand-new B-17F on 
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November 11, 1942 in Salina, KS. Richard O'Hara married his wife three days later on 
November 14, 1942. According to their son, Michael B. O'Hara, this is important to the 
story because the crew named the plane 'Scarlet' (with only one 't'; Scarlett w/2 't's was 
another B-17), for Mom. (Mom was born in Georgia, so you get the whole Mom-
Georgia-GWTW-Scarlett + Dad-O'Hara connection). 
 
As indicated earlier, the crew and new B-17F was in West Palm Beach, FL on December 
14. 1942. 

 
"Dad (Richard K. O'Hara, Pilot) and his crew flew from Kansas to West Palm Beach for a weeks 
vacation (December 12-20, 1942) before going overseas to war. Mom and Lee Smith traveled by train 
from August, GA. This is Mom & Dad's honeymoon. Pictured: Dad, Mom and Lee and Bob 'Smitty' 
Smith (Copilot)." 

                    
  "West Palm Beach; Dad, Mom and Smitty"                          "West Palm Beach; Dad and Mom" 
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      "West Palm Beach; Dad and Mom"                                  "West Palm Beach; Dad and Mom" 
 
"Daddy is sitting there acting innocent, but he was actually pulling her hair and that's why 
she is reaching that way." 
 

            
"West Palm Beach; Dad. Just 23 years old..."                   "West Palm Beach; Hugh Phelan" 
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"Miami; This photo was taken at a dance club, and came in a sleeve stating, 

'Club Bali, Miami's Finest Supper Club, Biscayne Boulevard at 8th'" 
 

Crew Flies to Thurleigh, England 
 

 
"Dad orders were to take the plane to his new base in England, but to fly a long route. Between 

December 28, 1943 to January 13, 1943, Dad flew from USA, to Brazil, to Gambia, to Morocco and to 
England. Here, they stop in Gambia, Africa for an inspection." 
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              "Inspection in Gambia, Africa"                           "Leaving Gambia, they find snow on some                            
        African mountains" 
 

 
Richard K. O'Hara when he saw his plane named Scarlet 
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"Dad had Scarlet from day 1 and flew it to Thurleigh, England, landing there January 13, 
1943. Dad and crew land in Thurleigh, England, which will be their home-base for 
bombing raids into France and Germany. Sometime before their first raid on February 26, 
the crew christened the B-17F, 'Scarlet' (with 1 'T'), in honor of Mom's Southern heritage. 
The christening and paint job were a surprise to Dad. 

 
Dad and Scarlet participated in the 1st raid over Germany, to Wilhelmshaven." 
 
I have been unable to verify this last statement. The first raid took place on January 27, 
1943. I can verify that Richard K. O'Hara participated in the next raid on Wilhelmshaven 
on February 26, 1943. 
 
An entry into the 423rd BS/306th BG Combat Diary gives further information on how the 
plane and crew arrived at Thurleigh dated January 16, 1943. 
 
"Today we welcomed into our midst a new crew which came to us all the way from 
America through South America, Africa, Gibraltar and to England. This included Lts. 
Richard K. O'Hara, pilot, Robert H. Smith, copilot, Otis B. Tillery, navigator, and Hugh 
Phelan, bombardier, and S/Sgts. Paul Fetkiw, William H. Mountain, Maynard Nelson, 
Charles Sheffield and Harold Strom. This crew was shipped off on the 17th to Bovingdon 
for further schooling." source: 423rd Combat Diary dated January 16, 1943 
 
The 306th BG is made up of the 367th, 368th, 369th and 423rd BS. Scarlet and her crew 
were initially assigned to the 423rd BS and by April 17, 1943 was re-assigned to the 
367th BS. 
 
Example of Pre-Combat Training 
 
I am going to at this point diverge from the primary purpose of this account and provide 
some background information regarding a newly arrived crew to U.K. and their 
preparation for combat. As mention above the crew of the Scarlet was immediately (next 
day after arrival) shipped off to Bovingdon for further schooling. The following is taken 
from "Marshall Stelzriele's Experiences of a WW2 B-17 Navigator" beginning at where 
he and his crew were assigned to Bovingdon in August 1943 some 8 months after the 
Scarlet's crew. His account starts with his arrival at Prestwick, Scotland the point of entry 
when coming via the Northern route as oppose to the Scarlet crew who came via the 
Southern route and landed directly at a combat base (Thurleigh). Something similar to 
this account would be what the Scarlet crew went through in preparation for combat and 
also for each mission that they flew. 
 

PREPARATION FOR COMBAT 
 
Assignment to Bovingdon 
 
As I (Marshall Stelzriele) mentioned previously in the Photo Journal of Training and Trip 
Overseas, we arrived at Prestwick, Scotland on August 30, 1943, after a nine-day trip 
from Scott Field in Illinois. We spent one night at Prestwick, and were treated to an "old-
fashioned" dance (similar to our square dances) by the residents. The next day, August 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 12 

31, we boarded a train to Bovingdon, a small town near Watford, just north of London. 
The airplane we had flown from the U.S. to Prestwick had been taken from us there, and 
ferried to one of the combat bases for instant use, replacing a plane that had been 
destroyed or badly damaged in combat. The primary purposes of our two-week stay at 
Bovingdon were to receive our final pre-combat training, and to be assigned to a heavy 
bomb group in the Eighth Air Force. But it served another purpose to brand new crews in 
a war environment.  
 
First, we were able to view from a distance a number of German bombing raids on 
London. Some of the incendiary raids left huge sections of London on fire. The second 
day we were at Bovingdon, several battle-damaged planes from a B-26 Marauder group, 
returning from a raid, landed there, and we eagerly discussed combat conditions with 
them. We also got our first view of many B-17 Flying Fortresses and B-24 Liberators 
assembling into their immense formations for bombing raids over the continent. Raids by 
American bombers were always made in daytime formations, while the RAF bombers 
performed their missions at night. To this point in time, the war had seemed impersonal 
and far away, and there was a feeling that in some way we might be spared from it. But 
now it was becoming more and more personal, and trepidation began to set in as we 
realized that in a very few days, we would be in the thick of it.  
 
Final Pre-combat Training 
 
Most of the instructors at the 11th CCRC (Combat Crew Replacement Center) were ex-
combat pilots, navigators, bombardiers, gunners, and radio operators who had completed 
their tour of missions, or who had been shot down over the continent, and had walked out 
with the help of the French underground without being captured by the Germans. The 
courses there were designed to let some of their combat experience rub off on us green 
crews. There were lectures on formation flying and evasive action for the pilots and co-
pilots. Navigators were introduced to the British ground communication lights, called 
"pundits, occults, and darkies," which were secondary light aids. Navigators also got their 
first introduction to real gunnery, particularly how to disassemble, clean, and assemble 
the .50-caliber machine guns.  
 
The most interesting experience there for navigators was learning how to navigate by 
means of the "Gee box". It was an instrument similar to Loran, but was more accurate 
and had shorter range. Transmissions from four towers on the ground were converted by 
the Gee box to sets of coordinates that could be recorded on a map overlaid by the 
coordinate lines, to establish a ground position. On one of our missions, the system 
proved to be accurate to within a few hundred yards as far away as the South of France. 
The system showed us to be over the bend of a river shown on the map, and looking 
down we could see that we were almost directly over that bend. But the Germans soon 
learned to determine the frequency of the Gee box and "jam" it. For a few flights, the B-
17s carried four black boxes operating at different frequencies, each of which was 
inserted into the system at specified times. That increased the time the system was 
effective, but one by one, the Germans would jam those black boxes also, so before long, 
use of the Gee box was discontinued.  
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Men working at other crew positions were also given instruction to meet their specialized 
needs. But almost all of the training at Bovingdon was on the ground, so when the time 
came that we were transferred to the Eighth Air Force, we still had almost no flight 
experience over England.  
 
Recreation and Relaxation 
 
While stationed at Bovingdon, opportunities for a social life were ample. There were 
dances (mainly the old-fashioned type) on several evenings of each week in the town hall 
at nearby Watford, and crewmen were allowed liberal off-base passes. There were also 
frequent forays to the restaurants in town. In the throes of wartime rationing, food in the 
restaurants was by no means of the very best quality. Most common in the fast-food type 
of restaurants were fish and chips, and braun and chips. Braun was similar to American 
blood sausage, and what they called "chips" were like our French fries. A restaurant on 
High Street featured small, but very good, steaks which the owners preferred to sell to 
Americans, because the higher-paid Yanks tipped better than service men of other 
countries. We were also introduced to tea and crumpets at about that time. British 
workers on the air base had tea at 8:30 and 10:00, lunch at 12:00, tea again at 1:30 and 
4:00, and dinner at 6:00 PM. It was irreverently claimed that Royal Air Force pilots 
would pull up alongside a cloud to have their tea at the appropriate time.  
 
Tom Dempsey (the co-pilot of our crew) and I made our first trip to London along with 
Andreoli and Myers (the navigator and co-pilot of the Frank Berry crew, who had been 
with us all the way from the Savoie Group at Pyote, Texas). We took a train to London, 
and then the underground to Picadilly and Leicester Square. In Picadilly, we had dinner at 
a Greek restaurant and made Pete Andreoli, who had frequently bragged about managing 
a restaurant in Manhattan, choose the menu for all of us. He chose macaroni and chicken, 
which turned out to be a very poor choice. It took him a long time to live that down. That 
was the first time we tried warm "mild and bitters", which is something like beer, and 
thought it was terrible. We walked around awhile to watch the "Picadilly Commandoes" 
(ladies of the night) working the crowds, and then caught an early train back to the base, 
to avoid having to walk about four miles to get there.  
 
Tom bought a low-gear bicycle, which he let us all use. It came in handy to run errands 
around the base at Bovingdon, such as visiting the quartermaster to buy wools. We had 
originally been told in the States to prepare for a hot climate (probably North Africa), and 
the cottons we brought along would never have been adequate in winter in England, 
which is at about the same north latitude as Canada. The bicycle also provided an 
opportunity to contact the quaint countryside and the people directly. I believe most of us 
had expected them to be remote and aloof. Instead we found them to be very warm and of 
ready wit. They were not good, however, at giving effective directions. "Take the first 
turning on the right, and then a left. You cawn't miss it." Usually we ended up being more 
lost than before. The favorite request of the small children was: "Any gum, Yank?" They 
always knew when ration day was, and were always around on that day. 
  
Cars driving on the left side of the road and the British monetary system soon became 
less strange to us. The Yanks got a kick out of the very small coal and freight railroad 
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cars, connected by chains and having compressed-air bumpers. On most local passenger 
trains, stops were made at all of the small towns, which were about four or five miles 
apart. Passenger trains were similar to the European trains, with compartments having 
enough room to accommodate about eight or ten passengers, and the seats were quite 
comfortable.  
 
The British were on double daylight saving time (a time shift of two hours) during the 
war, so that from late spring to early autumn the sky was never completely dark during 
normal waking hours, even at midnight. The countryside was a complete jig-saw of 
roads, as we verified later from the air. In the country and small towns, the roads seemed 
usually to never be straight for more than a block. Because of the perpetual fogs in winter 
and the lack of sunshine, it was very difficult to maintain a sense of direction. Road 
surfaces were mostly of asphalt, with some of the older towns still having cobble-stone or 
wooden-block surfaces.  
 
Gasoline (or petrol, as they called it) was tightly rationed, even to priority drivers such as 
doctors. Jitneys (taxis) were awarded only about two gallons of petrol a day, and, for that 
reason, expected large tips for even short rides.  
 
Transfer to Combat Base 
 
After thirteen days at the 11th CCRC, the time finally arrived for our crew to be 
transferred to our permanent base. Up to this point, several crews of the Savoie 
Provisional Group had been able to stay together. The Sinnomon twins, who had been 
commissioned with me at Mather Field, were navigators on two of the crews who were 
still with us. They, of course, wanted to remain together on the same combat base. Pilots 
John Beriont and Frank Berry had enough influence to see that they were permitted to do 
so and to remain with us. So their two crews, our two crews and two other Savoie crews 
made up the contingent that was assigned to the 96th Heavy Bomb Group of the Eighth 
Air Force, located at Snetterton Heath, in East Anglia. The 96th was part of the Third 
Division (Fortresses) and the 45th Combat Wing. We were all pleased that we were not 
assigned to the 100th Group, which had suffered severe casualties in recent raids.  
 
We and our baggage were loaded on trucks for the 150-mile trip to Snetterton Heath. En 
route, we made only one stop, and that was for food. We entered a small cafe, and by the 
time we left, we had eaten all of their sandwiches. We arrived at Snetterton at about 
seven in the evening, shortly after the 96th Group had returned from a raid, and were 
immediately pounced upon by crewmen of the 337th, 338th, 339th, and 413th squadrons, 
each touting their own squadron as best in the group, based on which squadron had 
suffered the fewest casualties in recent missions. Of the six Savoie crews that were 
assigned to the 96th, the Beriont and Berry crews were assigned to the 338th Squadron, 
and the other four crews were placed elsewhere in the other three squadrons. 
  
Our quarters during our entire stay at the 96th Group were in Nissen huts, similar to 
advanced-base hangars except smaller, with four officers from each of three crews in 
each hut. Quarters of the enlisted men of our crews were located in similar huts in a 
nearby area. The floors of these huts were bare concrete, with no carpets, and the latrines 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 15 

were about fifty feet away. Even in the middle of the night, one had to dress almost 
completely to visit the latrine in the cold winter weather. The cots were reasonably 
comfortable. Mine was located at the very rear of the hut, across from Frank Berry. Our 
only heat was from a small wood-burning stove at the center of the room. This was 
adequate until winter, when some of the men obtained a larger one from the supply room. 
This one could be stoked, and it provided heat all night.  
 
It was on the 13th of September that we officers arrived at the 96th Group. The enlisted 
men of the six crews were transported to the Wash area of northeast England for gunnery 
practice, and joined us at Snetterton later. I spent the 15th watching our Forts taking off 
on a raid to Paris, and watching them return later, reporting excellent results but having 
lost three airplanes and crews. I also talked to as many as possible of the officers and 
crews with combat experience. One of them talked mostly about the gory side, such as 
crewmen being mangled by 20-millimeter fire. Needless to say, I got away from him as 
soon as possible! Most of the men assured me that all new crews always had from two to 
four weeks of practice navigation missions to "learn the ropes" before flying combat. 
There would also be gunnery practice for navigators and bombardiers, and ground-school 
classes on subjects related to combat missions. This is the way it worked out in my case? 
Just wait until you read about a very green and confused navigator on his first mission, 
three days after arriving at his combat base.  
 
Typical Raid Procedures 
 
Navigational Confusion 
 
When the time quickly came for my first combat flight, I was probably the most confused 
navigator in the entire European Theater of Operations. The reasons for confusion on my 
first raid can best be understood by reviewing what the normal procedures were on a 
typical mission, and comparing them with what happened on my first one. Usually, for 
security reasons, it was never openly announced the night before a mission that there 
would be one the next day, let alone what the target would be. However, most of us could 
sense when there would be one, because those in charge of planning the mission would 
huddle in the Operations area. On those nights, most crewmen would "hit the sack" early, 
to get a little extra sleep.  
 
Dressing for the Flight 
 
Normally, there were more crews available than were required for a flight, meaning that 
every crew did not have to fly every mission. Members of those crews who did have to 
go were awakened by an orderly about an hour and a half before the briefing. Thus, for 
an early mission, we could be awakened at 3:00 AM or earlier. With the British double 
daylight saving time, it could feel more like 1:00 AM. Dressing for the day meant 
donning winter "woolies", then GI pants and shirt under a summer flying suit. Two pairs 
of heavy woolen socks were worn under GI brogans, and a cap and heavy jacket 
completed our preliminary dress until just before take-off. There were fresh eggs for 
breakfast before missions, instead of powdered eggs we got on days we did not have to 
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fly. After breakfast, "buses", really GI trucks with wooden seats, carried crewmen 
through a very cold morning to the briefing room.  
 
If there was sufficient time before the briefing, we would put on our heavy wool-lined 
flying suit and fur-lined boots over our shoes. Later on, we would put on a wool-lined 
helmet, earphones, a throat microphone, an oxygen mask, a parachute harness, and heavy 
gloves with silk gloves underneath. The silk gloves were used when it was necessary to 
use a pencil to navigate, or to fire a machine gun, in which case bare hands would have 
stuck to the extremely cold metal. To replace part of this very bulky equipment, some of 
the men would use electrically-heated suits; others chose not to because sometimes the 
suits shorted out, causing painful burns. Sometimes, also, part of the equipment was 
carried to the plane from the "drying room" and donned there, to avoid the chance of 
becoming sweaty from so much clothing immediately before the extreme cold at high 
altitude. Whenever flak (anti-aircraft ground fire) or enemy fighter attack was expected, a 
flak helmet and flak jacket were added to this immense amount of clothing, and a 
parachute was attached to the harness.  
 
The Briefing 
 
At the briefing room, all of the crewmen were in high suspense as they stared at the 
covered map-board, which would reveal the target for the day. When all crewmen, the 
squadron and group commanders, and sometimes the wing commander (Col. Old), were 
present, the briefing was ready to begin. The operations officer would uncover the map, 
and crewmen would see for the first time what the target would be. If the target was 
known to be an easy one, a group sigh of relief could be heard. If it was a deep 
penetration of the continent, a deep gloom settled over the room. Once, when the target 
was announced to be Berlin, a pilot who would be flying his final, 25th mission, jumped 
up, ran out the door, and could be heard vomiting on the outside. Fortunately, for some 
reason the mission was aborted.  
 
Then the first briefing officer would present general information from the battle order 
about the mission: the courses to be followed; locations of the Initial Point (IP), the point 
at which the last five or six minutes of the bomb run would begin; the Rally Point (RP), 
where the planes would gather in tight formation again for the trip home; the type of 
formation; time of takeoff of individual planes; time of takeoff of the assembled 
formation from England; and location of the planes of the individual crews in the 
formation. The group formation for bombing missions contained four squadrons with 
seven airplanes in each squadron. The planes in each squadron were further divided into 
two "flights", one with three planes and one with four planes. The lead squadron in the 
group would have a wing squadron on each side, one slightly higher and one slightly 
lower, and both of them slightly behind the lead squadron. Within a squadron, the three-
plane flight would lead the four-plane one, with each flight having a high and a low wing 
plane. Among the crewmen, the favorite location in the formation from the standpoint of 
safety was in the high squadron near the front. The least favorite was "tail-end Charlie" in 
the low squadron, a position known by crews as "purple-heart corner."  
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Next, Intelligence officers (S-2) would present information on the location and strength 
of expected flak batteries, and the expected numbers and locations of enemy fighter 
planes. Also explained were time and locations of points at which friendly fighter support 
would join and support the group in relays to accompany it to and from the target. A 
weather man would give a complete forecast for the entire area to be flown over. The 
communication officer would discuss call signs and frequencies, and schedules of 
occults, pundits, darkies, etc. Last of all, Col. Old or Col. Jim Travis, the Group 
commander, would give a pep talk, such as: "Keep a good formation; you have an 
opportunity to do a lot of good today." Then navigators, bombardiers, and the pilots and 
co-pilots would go to their own specific briefings.  
 
At the navigators' briefing, the group navigator would preside. He would have already 
worked out and mapped a complete flight plan, covering such factors as drift, air-speed, 
heading, distance and time for each leg of the trip. Then maps and charts would be 
distributed to the navigators, to enable them to plot the courses, show where enemy flak 
and fighter opposition could be expected, and where we would rendezvous with friendly 
fighters. If time permitted, most navigators would check the flight plan, to verify that the 
flight plan as calculated by the group navigator would, in fact, get the group to turn points 
on time and on course. "Flimsies" would also be passed out, carrying a summary of the 
flight plan. These were printed on rice paper, which could be eaten and digested by the 
navigator, in case he had to bail out from the airplane and was captured by the Germans. 
Finally, to assure that the navigators all worked exactly to the same time as the lead 
navigator, all of their "hackwatches" were coordinated precisely to his.  
 
Preparation of the Airplane 
 
Trucks would then carry crewmen to their airplanes. To minimize the danger of massive 
damage from German air raids, planes belonging to the four squadrons were parked on 
revetments in four dispersal areas located about a quarter of a mile apart, with two to four 
planes to a revetment, and the farmland among the clusters provided excellent 
camouflage. Crews were presented with maps showing the locations of their airplanes, 
which were identified by plane numbers. This was to assure that the trucks carried them 
to the proper location. Flashlights often had to be used to identify the planes when crews 
arrived in the areas before daylight. The .50-caliber machine guns were ready to be 
installed in the airplanes, and each crewman, including the navigator and bombardier, 
was responsible for installing his own gun. Ammunition boxes in the nose area were 
placed in the best location to feed the guns, but boxes of extra ammunition frequently had 
to be used as a chair to sit on. Navigation equipment, including the Gee box, if it was to 
be used, had to be checked out, and the oxygen masks had to be adjusted.  
 
Takeoff and Assembly 
 
At the briefed time for starting engines, the pilot would call all stations on the interphone, 
to make certain all was ready. The planes would line up in the order specified at the 
briefing, and each would take off at its planned time. Complete radio silence had to be 
maintained, to keep from alerting the enemy. At takeoff time for missions on which he 
did not fly, Col. Travis was invariably at the tower, near the head of the takeoff strip, to 
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wave at each crew as the flare was fired for the takeoff of that airplane. After takeoff, the 
planes circled and climbed, usually over the area of the airbase. In certain cases, they 
would fly outward in a specified direction, climb to a specified altitude, and then climb 
back toward the base, to look for the appropriate squadron. In dark hours, coded signals 
from an aldis lamp were used to identify the proper squadron. With 28 airplanes looking 
for 4 squadrons in a relatively small area, all members of every crew had to be very alert 
for other airplanes to avoid a potential catastrophe. Bombing was usually done in wing or 
division formation, so after groups were assembled, the time came for assembly in the 
proper overall configuration at a designated location. In the case of a massive raid on an 
important target, the entire Eighth Air Force would participate. It is difficult to imagine, 
without actually seeing it, what the sky looked like with 700 to 800 B-17s and B-24s in 
the air, particularly when each plane produced its own condensation trail under certain 
atmospheric conditions.  
 
To the Target and Back 

 
Departure from Britain 
 
With the entire formation assembled and leveled off at flight altitude (normally 25,000 
feet but occasionally as high as 30,000 feet), the formation departed from the English 
coast at the planned time. To this point in time, the primary duties of the navigator were 
to inform the crew of the significant details of the mission, to keep track of the position of 
the airplane during the climbing and circling, organizing the navigation tools and 
paperwork at the workplace, and assembling the gun in order to test-fire it over the North 
Sea. To prepare for the possibility that his plane might have to abort the mission at some 
point along the course to the target, compass headings that might be required to return to 
base from different points along the way had to be worked out in advance. Heading 
requirements were also worked out to fly from various points to Sweden or Switzerland 
in case abort to one of those countries might be advisable. Because outside temperatures 
at flight altitude were most often about -60 degrees F, it was also necessary by this time 
that all of the cold-weather clothing be in place.  
 
Navigation Process 
 
If there was good visibility of the ground, the navigation process used by most of the 
navigators would most likely be by means of "pilotage", which means following the 
course of the formation by reading a map of the area, and comparing the location of 
features on the ground, such as rivers, lakes, and cities with their location on the map. 
When there was an undercast, the navigation would be by means of "dead reckoning", 
which involves calculations of position, course and ground-speed from data derived from 
the air-speed meter, compass, and drift-meter. The drift-meter is similar to a non-
magnifying telescope installed in such a way that it looks vertically to the ground when 
the airplane is in level flight. The "lens" contains two parallel lines, parallel also to the 
axis of the plane when the circular scale around the tube reads zero. As the airplane flies 
along, the navigator picks a spot on the ground (such as a cross-road) that showed up 
between the lines. He would turn the drift meter in such a way as to keep the point 
moving between the lines and parallel to them. The number of degrees he has to turn the 
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meter in order for the point to move that way is the angle between the airplane axis and 
the direction the airplane is moving, or the drift. The lead plane flies straight and level as 
directed by the lead navigator, and the results of his navigation could be very accurate.  
On the other hand, all of the other planes in the group have to jockey around to maintain 
position in a tight formation. In particular, navigators in the outer planes of the outer 
squadrons had a very difficult time navigating, because of the wide variations of readings 
of the airspeed meter, compass and altimeter, so their location calculations could not be 
very accurate. In some of these situations, a navigator might be required to "navigate by 
flight plan", assuming that the lead navigator had gotten the group to the locations where 
the flight plan said it would be at certain times.  
 
Route to Target 
 
Formations usually went to targets in northern Germany, such as Emden or Bremen, by 
looping out over the North sea, approaching the German coast from the north, dipping as 
short a distance as possible into Germany, and then scampering back out to sea as soon as 
possible. For targets in southern Germany such as Schweinfurt and Mannheim, on the 
other hand, the approach from England was more or less a straight line, with feints 
toward other targets to confuse the Germans. The final turning point was the Initial Point 
(IP), about six to ten minutes from the target, which was the beginning of the bomb run. 
At that point, the lead crew would fire a flare of previously announced color, and the 
enlisted men of all crews would remove the bomb pins and bomb-bay doors would be 
opened. Removing the pins "unlocked" a spinner on each bomb, permitting them to spin 
off and arm the bombs as they fell through the air.  
 
On the bomb run, the lead navigator could set the pilot on an accurate heading toward the 
target, and the lead bombardier would actually take over control of the airplane, through 
the bomb-sight and the automatic pilot. With flight data in the target area set into the 
computer, the bombardier could make minor adjustments to keep the cross-hairs on the 
target, and the bomb-sight would automatically drop the bombs at the appropriate instant. 
If there was an undercast and the lead navigator used "Mickey" (a radar navigation box), 
he could establish the bomb run course using radar. When all the other bombardiers saw 
bombs drop from the lead plane, they would immediately toggle their own bombs. The 
crewmen who could best observe the bombs hitting the ground were the ball turret gunner 
and, by means of the drift meter, the navigator. It was part of his job to record for 
Intelligence exactly where the bombs struck on or near the target.  
 
Enemy Fighter Opposition 
 
As our planes approached the enemy coast on the way in, crewmen of all the planes had 
to be on high alert to watch for German fighters. The first man to sight one would call 
attention to it and its location over the interphone, using the clock system, as, for 
example: "Two bandits coming in at ten o'clock high." Other planes in the formation 
would also be notified by radio. The courage of the German pilots could not be denied, as 
they swooped through the middle of a group, either singly or in clusters, with perhaps as 
many as 150 - 200 .50-caliber machine guns shooting at them. If there was heavy anti-
aircraft fire over a target, the Jerries would wait outside the flak area, and attack any 
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airplane that was damaged and had to leave the protection of the formation. Once, 
someone tacked, on a bulletin board, an advertisement from Life magazine by an aircraft 
company, asking the question: "Who's Afraid Of The Big Bad Wulf?", referring to the 
German Focke-Wulf 190 fighter plane. Almost every man in the group signed underneath 
the advertisement!  
 
During the worst fighter attacks, enemy planes would approach from every direction. 
Generally, their primary attention would be directed to "tail-end Charlie" of the low 
squadron, because that area had the least protection. The lead plane was also a prime 
target, because there would be a need for the formation to reorganize if that plane was 
knocked out, causing some confusion. When the attacker came within 1,000 yards of the 
formation, the maximum range of fire, all of the .50-caliber machine guns of the group 
would open up on it. Accurate firing was made difficult because the gunner had to 
estimate the required firing lead time for airplanes flying in assorted directions. Every 
fifth round was a tracer (a round that glowed), to indicate where the stream of bullets was 
supposedly going, so if there was a single attacker, one would see a cone of converging 
tracers. There was some question among group management officers as to whether the 
heat of the tracers might cause them to follow different trajectories than the cool rounds, 
and thereby lead to a false sense of general accuracy. The bottoms of the Jerry fighters 
were heavily armored, so that the tracers could be seen bouncing off when they hit there.  
If any gunner was certain he had hit an enemy fighter, the fighter went down, and another 
crew member could verify it, he could claim a "destroyed", a "damaged", or an "assist" at 
the interrogation session after the crew returned to base. It was the navigator's 
responsibility to record any such claims, as well as any losses of B-17s, the location of 
such observations, and number of parachutes seen. Claims of hits went in to division 
headquarters to be sifted. If it was clear that two gunners had legitimate claims on the 
same plane, each would be given credit for a half-ship destruction. In the case of massive 
attacks, all navigators, except those in lead positions, assumed primary duties as gunners, 
while also trying to keep track of the progress of the flight. At such times, the navigators 
might have to resort to "flight plan navigation".  
 
Anti-aircraft Fire 
 
Along with fighter attacks, the other danger to formations was anti-aircraft fire, or flak. 
The word "flak" comes from the German word "FLiegerAbwehrKanon" or "flier defense 
cannon". Flak attacks usually appeared in one of three configurations. One was 
"predicted concentrations." Based on the altitude and ground-speed of the formation, 
German ground gunners would calculate where the bombers would be by the time the 
fired rounds reached flight altitude, and fire a massive volley to that location. "Barrage" 
configurations usually appeared over large cities such as Bremen. It involved firing 
clouds of flak over the entire area being protected, and to all altitudes from 3,000 to 
35,000 feet. Few airplanes could make it through these barrages without some kind of 
flak damage. From a distance, these barrages looked like huge, tall, black cumulus 
clouds. To use the third configuration, "tracking", flak bursts would be fired in a straight 
line to flight altitude with the track of the bursts moving at the same velocity as the 
formation, and adjusting the track of the bursts to intercept the path of the bombers. 
These bursts were usually six to ten in a string. After a string was completed, the best 
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evasive action was to change course to where the last burst occurred, while the Germans 
changed the track of their bursts to where the bombers had been.  
 
Fighter Support 
 
The fighter pilots who escorted the B-17s and B-24s were of unequaled courage. They 
were truly the beloved "little brothers" of the heavies. As brave as the German pilots were 
in attacking the bombers, many times when they were attacking the American formations, 
they would "turn tail" for home as soon as the P-47 Thunderbolts, P-51 Mustangs, or P-
38 Lightnings came into view. The support fighters did not hesitate to enter heavy flak if 
in so doing they could help one of the bombers. The early fighters (P-47s) had the 
disadvantage of very limited range capability, reaching only about 100 miles into the 
continent, and leaving the bombers on their own when deeper targets were raided. When 
the P-38s and P-51s arrived in the UK around December 1943, they could escort the 
bombers to almost any target on the continent. The same planes did not have to escort all 
the way to deep targets. Instead, groups of them would arrive at specified points along the 
course of the raid at specified times to relieve preceding groups.  
 
Return to the Base 
 
After "bombs away", the bomb-bay doors were closed and the altitude was altered 
somewhat. In the event the formation had been scattered during the bomb run, the group 
would re-form into the usual tight formation again at the pre-determined assembly point 
and head for home. The journey toward home was similar to the flight in. There could be 
flak or fighter opposition. Friendly fighter support arrived in waves at scheduled times, to 
escort the heavies back toward home. Everyone breathed more easily when the North Sea 
came into view on the way in, but alertness of the crews still could not be relaxed. 
Occasionally, damaged planes had to peel off from the formation and "hit the deck". 
Sometimes a "little brother" would escort it home for protection, if the damaged plane 
was able to continue that far. Once in a while, phantom B-17s, which were planes that 
had made forced landings in enemy territory and were taken over by the Germans, would 
join a part of the American formations. The purpose was for them to obtain air-speed, 
altitude, and heading data for the German flak gunners. The standing order of the Air 
Force was to fire across the nose of any B-17 having strange markings, or shoot it down 
if necessary. All friendly aircraft emitted IFF (Identification Friend or Foe) signals as 
they crossed the English coast. Any plane that failed to emit that signal was warned by 
ground gunners, and if no suitable response was received, that plane would be shot down.  
The first view of the "white cliffs of Dover" was always a most beautiful sight. But even 
in the vicinity of the base, it was still necessary to be wary, since there was a record of 
returning B-17s having been shot down there by invading German planes. There were 
frequent weather problems in England in winter; days were short, and there was almost 
constant fog and haze. So returning planes had to disperse to descend through the fog. 
Nearing the base, any plane that was damaged or carried injured crewmen left the 
formation early, fired a flare, and landed first. With as many as 42 airplanes returning at 
once, it was sometimes a mess. Finally, when the planes all landed, the crewmen, 
including the navigator and bombardier, tore down their guns.  
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Post-mission Debriefing and Interrogation 
 
Trucks would pick up crewmen and take them to Operations for debriefing. Each crew 
got together with an Intelligence officer to provide him with any information that would 
be useful to S-2. This included such items as the apparent effectiveness of the bombing 
raid, location of flak concentrations and fighter attacks, strength of the Luftwaffe 
elements, number and locations where B-17s were damaged or destroyed, claims of 
destroyed or damaged enemy fighters, locations where parachutes were seen, and other 
such information. Most important was any information that could be given about the 
location of any airplane that was seen to "ditch", or crewmen that were seen parachuting 
into the icy North Sea. The British Air-Sea Rescue Service was very effective in rescuing 
crewmen in that area. In one of the few joint humane efforts to occur in wartime, when 
any of these men went down in an area that was too close to German-held territory for the 
British to be able to rescue them safely, the British would notify the Germans by radio, 
and the Germans would make the pick-up. They would be taken prisoner, of course, but 
even that was better than an icy death.  
 
While awaiting a crew's debriefing, its members would have spam sandwiches and a 
drink, provided by the Red Cross. One of the Red Cross girls at Snetterton Heath was 
"Tatty" Spaatz, the daughter of General Spaatz and a very personable girl who never 
failed to attract much of the crewmen's attention. Once, when Gen. Spaatz walked into 
the mess hall during dinner, officers responded half-heartedly to a call to attention. Ten 
minutes later, his daughter entered, and instantly every eye in the room came to 
immediate attention.  
 
At the debriefing, most attention was paid to lists of names of men on crews believed to 
have been lost, and names of other crews that had not yet returned from the mission. In 
all cases, persons on that list were close friends of others in the briefing room, and it was 
a very sad situation. When a plane had been forced to leave the formation but was 
believed to be safe, a large group of concerned men would gather near the landing strip, 
and cheer if the plane landed, and when the crew deplaned.  
 
When a crew's turn came to be debriefed, it would enter the room and gather around one 
of ten or twelve tables. First an S-2 officer would ask questions about the mission in 
general. In addition to the types of questions discussed above, he was interested in such 
things as accuracy of fighter attacks, any new tactics by the fighters, and any complaints 
the crews might have about the handling and direction of the mission. At this debriefing, 
the navigator played a very important part, because it was his job to record and report any 
significant information he or any other member of the crew had observed during the 
mission. The crews also had to be debriefed in other areas, such as Communications, 
Weather, and Navigation (including "gee" if it was used on the mission). Afterward, log 
sheets, maps and charts had to be turned in, and other equipment returned to the lockers.  
 
Return to Quarters and Relaxation 
 
With all these duties completed, trucks would carry crews to the mess hall. Dinnertime 
provided time for some relaxation and time to talk about the raid, and home. Everything 
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was tempered by sorrow about any personal acquaintances who may have been lost 
during the mission. 
  
It was but a short walk down the hill from the mess hall to the barracks. It was during that 
walk, according to a number of the crewmen, that thoughts came to mind, such as: 
"Thank God, here I am back from another one." Stories that are told about the part 
religion plays in the lives of combat men are quite true. Short services that were held by 
priests, rabbis, and Protestant ministers prior to missions were always well attended, as 
were worship services at the chapel on Sunday. Very few of the men would deny that 
they said a prayer or two once in awhile. Chaplains in each of the three religions were 
trained to handle services in the other two. In an emergency, a Catholic chaplain could 
offer religious counsel to a Jew or a Protestant, for example.  
 
In the evenings, crewmen sometime played cards or listened to music at the officers' or 
enlisted men's club, or wrote letters or read in the barracks. If there was a newly arrived 
crew in the barracks, they would listen with open mouths while the veterans told them 
about missions they had experienced. After their first few missions, or after a particularly 
rough raid, a good many of the men would have difficulty sleeping, but generally a 
mental discipline would be developed after awhile that permitted them to fall asleep 
quickly and sleep well. On days when there were no raids, frequently there were practice 
missions to improve operational procedures. Otherwise, there would be walking or 
bicycling trips around the countryside, or visits to the small neighboring towns. 
Sometimes the men would become personally acquainted with some of the people on the 
small farms or residents in the villages, and would visit them often.  
 
But between missions, the barracks would be the center for recreation. There would be 
ball games, and, nearly every night there would be a bull session on a variety of subjects 
from women to religion to politics. Everyone would be talkative, probably to hide 
homesickness. If one person got candy or cookies from home, he would share them with 
all the rest. But he would carefully guard the rations he got each week. This would 
consist of one or two bars of chocolate candy, a bar of soap, a couple of razor blades, 
seven packs of cigarettes (they cost six cents a pack), and a package of cookies.  
 
This account will resume where the Scarlet crew was assigned to Bovingdon on January 
17, 1943. 
 
Next to the village of Bovingdon is a World War II, Eighth Air Force airfield. The 
airfield was built in 1942. Between 1943 and 1946 it became a B-17 operational training 
base for units such as 306th Bomber Group, B-17 Flying Fortress Combat Crew 
Replacement Centre (CCRC), 11th CCRC, and 8th USAAF HQ Squadron. 
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Photo taken in Bovingdon, Hertfordshire, UK 

51° 43' 29.18" N 0° 32' 36.43" W 
 
First Raid Over Germany - Wilhelmshaven Jan 27, 1943 
 
The first mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on the First Raid Over Germany 
on Wednesday January 27, 1943 to Wilhelmshaven by James J. Garris.  James J. Garris 
was the left waist gunner on 1st Lt. W. George Jr. crew flying 42-5180 aircraft. 
 

 
James J. Garris, Waist Gunner 
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Wilhelmshaven, GR January 27, 1943 

 
All maps shown in this document depict the relative direction from Thurleigh, England to 
the target but are not intended to represent the actual flight of the mission. 
 
After the maps I will to show the Squadron mission reports taken from their combat 
diaries which show the most detail about Scarlet and her crew. These will be followed by 
the Bomb Group mission reports which contain an overall picture about the mission and 
it's success. Occasionally I will also show mission reports of other bomb groups who flew 
on the mission that might add to the picture of the difficulty these men and their aircraft 
encountered. For each mission, I will also include the mission Interrogation Reports and 
Crew Loading List when available to verify respective completed combat missions for 
each crew member.  
 

423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"Today was one always to be remembered by every member of the 423rd. For this was 
the day of the first all-American raid on Germany proper. Our group was chosen to lead 
all other 8th AF groups on this most significant mission. 423rd pilots and their crews 
participating in this raid were: Maj. James W. Wilson, and Lts. William H. Warner, 
Raymond J. Check, Ralph W. Jones and Warren George, Jr. Though significance of this 
mission was known to all, it was nevertheless taken right in stride. It had been planned to 
strike at Vegesack where they build U-boats, but once over Germany it was obvious there 
would be much too much cloud cover in that direction, so the wing shifted its target to the 
docks at Wilhelmshaven. The weather even there was not too good, but taking advantage 
of a small break in the clouds, Lt. Frank D. Yaussi, our man in the lead ship, dropped the 
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bombs with generally good effect. All kinds of fighters were met on this mission, 
including FW 190s, ME 109s, ME 109Fs, JU 88s, ME 110s and even some ME 210s. It 
was quite noticeable, however, that these pilots were not in the same class with those 
whom we have met in the vicinity of Lille or the Brest Peninsula. Many of the enemy 
pilots actually seemed amateurish in comparison. There was running fight, however, until 
we were a good half way across the North Sea on our return journey. The 423rd returned 
with all personnel in good spirits." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mission Loading List showing J. J. Garris - Jan 27, 1943 
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After Mission Interrogation Form showing J. J. Garris Jan 27, 1943 

 
Bremen and Emden, Germany Raid - Feb 2, 1943 

 
On Tuesday February 2, 1943, 2nd Lt. Tillery, navigator, and 2nd Lt. Phelan, 
bombardier, flew on their first mission with pilot 1st Lt. Ralph W. Jones in aircraft 41-
24476 Unbearable/Adorable. Target was Bremen and Emden and was the secondary 
target due to clouds over primary target Hamm, Germany. Also on this mission but in 
separate aircraft were Sgt James J. Garris, waist gun, with 1st Lt. W. George in plane 42-
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5171; and S/Sgt William H. Mountain, radio operator, and Harold F. Strom, tail gunner, 
with Capt. R. W. Smith in plane 41-24460. 
 

   
            2nd Lt. Otis B. Tillery, Navigator           2nd Lt. Hugh E. Phelan, Bombardier 
 

                  
S/Sgt. William H. Mountain, Radio Operator S/Sgt Harold F. Strom, Tail Gunner 
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Target: EMDEN GERMANY Industry (39 aircraft) - February 2, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Today we left for another raid on German territory. The primary target was to have been 
the marshalling yards at Hamm, just outside of "Happy Valley" (The Ruhr), with the 
secondary at Osnabruck and the last resort at Emden. "Uncle Bill" Warner led the 
squadron, followed by Lts. Pervis Youree, Ralph W. Jones, Warren George and Capt. 
Robert W. Smith. It wasn't such a good day, as far as weather was concerned, and a 
heavy blanket of clouds was found to cover both the primary and the secondary. Thus, 
the formation turned north to the last resort. Even here there was a heavy undercast and 
we were not helped by the smoke screen which his most of the target from view. We did 
drop our bombs, however, in the dock area of Emden before returning home. There was 
lots of flak on this trip, but it was the same quality as that put out at St. Nazaire. Though 
most of our planes were hit, no really serious damage was done. Again, we had a running 
fight with a variety of E/A types, including FW 190s, ME 109s, JU 88s and ME 110s, 
which lasted 30 to 45 minutes. One engine of Lt. Jones' plane was knocked out, and he 
had to come down at Bungay. But, there were no casualties in the squadron. The 423rd 
received credit for four certains: Sgt. Florian Yost, an FW 190; Billy J. Lamb, an ME 
109; Sgt. George McClennan, an FW 190 (all from: Lt. George's crew), and Sgt. Walter 
Piotrowski of Lt. Jones's crew, an ME 109." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
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306th Bomb Group Mission Report 
"TARGET - Hamm, Germany marshalling yards 
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - 17 A/C - no aborts. One A/C landed at Bungay due to 
 engine out and prop malfunction.  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Bombed on lead plane into clouds. Primary, Secondary and 
Last Resort: 1153 - 1207 from 21000 ft 9/10 clouds and smoke screen at target prevented 
 observing results. Overcast, target appeared to be railroad yard.  
WEATHER - Primary overcast; secondary had a few breaks in clouds. Reber reported 
 forecast poor.  
FLAK - Slight and inaccurate flak continuously over continent.  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 50 single-engine and 10 twin-engine fighters Claims: 
 1-0-0  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - Maliszewski ball turret gunner Bowles frozen hands - in 
 hospital Hennessey ball turret gunner froze hands and feet - in hospital. Crews 
 saw B-17 spinning straight down about 10 minutes before target abt 1156 
 Lambert report 3 B-17s hit: 1 at 1140 near Osnabruck went down in spin; 1 hit 
 near bomb release point; 1 going down with fighters on him near coast on way out 
 - prob in water 
NOTES - Malszewski saw convoy of ships off Dutch coast; #2, #3 superchargers did not 
 work Hennessey: both nose guns out (bad adapter); one tail gun out; ball turret 
 gun out; oxygen out on Bombardier Reber: right nose gun blew up. Lambert: 
 bomb racks faulty; electric uit shorted and burned gunners foot. Harwood: waist 
 gunners feet frozen; #3 engine blew cylinder over target, feathered at English 
 coast; ball turret gunner hip burn from suit. Seelos reported no navigator in A/C; 
 top turret, nose, waist guns out; elevator and rudder frozen solid all way in and 
 out; ammunition corroded; electric gloves and boots bad. Gilloogly: bomb bay 
 doors wouldn't close - had to hand crank. Terry: left bomb racks failed to release; 
 salvoed; gun stoppages from corroded ammunition. Smith noted: poor idea going 
 over in doubtful weather." source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
 

 
Mission Loading List  showing Tillery & Phelan - Feb 2, 1943 
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Mission Loading List Showing Garris - Feb 2, 1943 

 
Mission Loading List showing Mountain & Strom - Feb 2, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form showing Mountain & Strom - Feb 2, 1943 

 
Hamm, Germany Raid - Feb 14, 1943 - Aborted 
 
On Sunday, February 14, 1943 another mission was assembled for Hamm, Germany 
marshalling yards, however, it was aborted because of weather over the primary and 
secondary targets. It did not count as a combat mission. Some of the Scarlet crew 
members could have been in this aborted flight. 
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Target: HAMM GERMANY Railroad marshalling yard (0 aircraft) -  

February 14, 1943 Mission Aborted 
 
 St. Nazaire, France Raid - Feb 16, 1943 
 
On Tuesday February 16, 1943 Charles A. Sheffield engineer/top turret gunner; Paul A. 
Fetkiw, ball turret gunner and Maynard E. Nelson, waist gunner, flew their first combat 
mission. Their target was St. Nazaire, FR and they flew on separate planes with three 
different pilots. S/Sgt. Charles Sheffield flew with Lt. R. W. Jones in aircraft 42-5171 as 
right waist gunner. S/Sgt. Paul Fetkiw flew with Capt. Salada in aircraft 42-5180 as ball 
turret gunner. Also on that aircraft flying his third mission was William Mountain as 
radio operator. S/Sgt. Maynard Nelson flew with Lt. R. S. Check on aircraft 42-5720 
(Scarlet) as right waist gunner. Also on that aircraft flying his third mission was Harold 
Strom, tail gunner. This was the first combat mission for aircraft 42-5720, Scarlet. Also 
flying on this mission was James J. Garris as right waist gunner with Lt. P. E. Youree on 
aircraft 42-30714. It was James Garris third mission. 
 
Ball Turret Gunners had to be small, and were easy targets sitting in a glass ball under the 
plane. 
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                Scarlet and S/Sgt Paul Fetkiw,       Charles A. Sheffield,      Maynard E. Nelson 
         Ball Turret Gunner         Engineer/Top Turret          Waist Gunner 
       Gunner 
 

 
Target: ST. NAZAIRE FRANCE Naval U-boat base (65 aircraft) - February 16, 1943 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"The target for today was St. Nazaire. Capts. Maurice Salada and Robert W. Smith and 
Lts. William H. Warner, Raymond J. Check, Pervis Youree and Ralph W. Jones were 
assigned to fly. The pinpoint was the locks at the southwestern entrance to the sub basin. 
It turned out to be a typical St. Nazaire raid and well illustrated the feeling that the flak 
guns at this spot are manned by a bunch of post graduates. Nothing happened until a 
moment before we dropped our bombs. Then suddenly everything was in an uproar. 
Every ship in the squadron was hit by the very first burst of flak. As a matter of fact, the 
first indication we had that there were flak defenses in operation came as the first-bursts 
knocked our formation haywire. In spite of this, we dropped our bombs and did the best 
bombing, according to higher headquarters, that had been done by the American forces to 
date. The pictures later showed how the bombs of the 423rd literally "walked through" 
the target. As usual, the FW 190s, taking advantage of the work that the flak had done, 
came in immediately after the flak and for about 15 minutes or so we had another battle 
on our hands. Uncle Bill Warner had been hurt worse by flak than the rest, and the Jerries 
were not long in finding this out. They pounced on him in numbers. He was last seen 
headed for a cloud, in apparent control of his plane, though it had two engines out and six 
FWs on his tail. Ray J. Smith shot down an FW 190, but this was not enough to relieve 
our feelings of great loss for Uncle Bill and his crew. Let's hope we hear again from 
Uncle Bill and his crew." source: 423rd Combat Diary/ 
 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

"TARGET - Port area of St. Nazaire, France 
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - Take off 0825; Bombing 1052, 22300 ft 20 A/C took off; 
 2 abortives: 1 oxygen failure; 1 ball turret gunner sick 2 A/C did not return: 
 Warner, Downing  
RESULTS OF BOMBING  
WEATHER - Clear over target  
FLAK - Very intense and accurate over St. Nazaire; little seen elsewhere  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 40-50 E/A seen Formation attacked 1052 after leaving 
target to the coast; new attack in mid-Channel Constant running attacks for most ships.  
Practically all nose attacks Ryan: saw 2 FWs go down after crossing French Coast  
Riordan parts from FW blasted by element ahead narrowly missed A/C Claims: 5-2-1  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - 5 casualties among 4 crews Neck injury and cut over eye 
 from flak. Burn from flare explosion Smith: navigator hit by flak B-17 seen hit 
 and blew up over target. 1 chute seen B-17 seen going down in spin at same time. 
 4 chutes B-17 with 2 motors out disappeared in clouds at 1156 after leaving coast 
 B-17 in distress over French Coast at 1153. 1 chute  
NOTES - Spitfire support never seen; Jones: lets have Spits when we are told we will.  
 Smoke screen at target not effective Ammunition is very poor grade Ryan A/C: 
 serious damage to cables from flak Buddenbaum: oxygen masks had not been 
 cleaned since last mission Check crew: It was hell All A/C reported holes from 
 flak Youree: B-17 dropped bombs from above - took hair off our fuselage. Salada: 
 recommend approach target over water rather than land; ball turret would not 
 function at high altitude Smith: hydraulics in wing put out by flak; bombs did not 
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 drop because of hits, had to kick out. Parker reported #1 motor almost vibrated 
 out of wing; #2 supercharger uncontrollable; bomb sight froze up." source: 306th 
 Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
 

 
Mission Interrogation Form showing Mountain & Fetkiw - Feb 16, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form showing Nelson & Strom - Feb 16, 1943 

 
The above plane was the Scarlet being flown by Lt. Raymond J. Check.  This is the first 
time the Scarlet was mentioned on a combat mission. Battle damage mentioned in the 
Mission Interrogation Reports about this plane reports: 
 
Plane No. 42-5720 - Flak hole in the plexiglass nose. Hole in no. 2 engine nacelle 
damaging a former. 
 
Equipment : 720-423rd Sq. - Liason antenna shot off. 
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Mission Interrogation Form showing Sheffield - Feb 16, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form showing Garris - Feb 16, 1943 
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Texel, Netherlands Raid - Feb 21, 1943 
 
On Sunday, February 21, 1943 a mission was assembled for Germany. However, when it 
reached Texel, Netherlands, it was aborted because of weather. It did count as a combat 
mission because they were over enemy territory and encountered E/A. Some of the 
Scarlet crew members could have been in this aborted flight. Unfortunately no Loading 
Lists or Interrogation Reports are available for this mission. 
 

 
Texel, Netherlands February 21, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

This was the day of the so-called Texel raid. We were to have done some more good 
work in German territory, but the weather was so very bad that it was hopeless. When we 
got as far as Texel we all turned back in disgust. Since there were a few enemy 
encounters and we were over enemy territory, those who took part were given credit for a 
mission. Included were the crews of Capts. Maurice Salada and Robert W. Smith and Lts. 
Ralph W. Jones, Raymond J. Check and Pervis Youree. source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
Wilhelmshaven, Germany Raid - Feb 26, 1943 
 
On Friday, February 26, 1943 a mission was flown against Wilhelmshaven, Germany. 
Richard K. O'Hara was flying as copilot in the Scarlet with Lt. R. S. Check as pilot. 
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This was the first mission that O'Hara flew in combat in the Scarlet. Lt. Otis Tillery and 
Lt. Phelan flew also on this mission but in separate and different planes. 
 

 
Target: WILHELMSHAVEN GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (65 aircraft) - February 26, 1943 

 

 
Wilhelmshaven, GR February 26, 1943 
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Wilhelmshaven, GR February 26, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

A good day from a weather standpoint, and so once more, after an early briefing, we took 
off for Bremen. Capt. John L. Lambert, with Capt. Robert W. Smith and crew led our 
formation, including Lts. Warren Hroege, Raymond J. Check and our new first pilot, Lt. 
L. P. Johnson. Once more we hit bad weather over Germany, so changed our course to 
the north and bombed the docks at Wilhelmshaven. Even here there was too much cloud 
to see accurately what the results of our bombing were. Again, there was lots and lots of 
flak, and fighters were seen. The E/A stayed pretty well clear of our group, just another 
indication of the beautiful formation flying being done by our boys. On this day, Lt. 
William A. Boggs was releived from assignment with this organization. Lt. "Goose" 
Gaslin (Harold) made Captain, thus clinching his job as squadron navigator. 423rd 
Combat Diary 
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306th Bomb Group Mission Report  

 
MISSION - VIII BC 37  
TARGET - Bremen (P), Wilhelmshaven (O)  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - AC: 11 T/O: 0800 - 0812 Bombed: 1125  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - No observation on bombs  
FLAK - Heavy flak over Nordney Island Very heavy leaving target but not intense  
 Hennessey: damned accurate and fairly heavy over target.  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 35-40 E/A of mixed types: Ju88, Me109, FW190, 
 Me110, Me210 10 E/A at target; most after target and over water Few nose 
 attacks, instead 3, 6, 9 oclock Attacks not pressed home except on stragglers E/A 
 stayed away from B-17s but attacked B-24s from all angles. E/A: silver with 
 yellow or red and gray noses Barrage balloon at 5000 ft over target  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - Maliszewski crew: ball turret: electric burn in foot; left 
 waist gunner: finger frozen Maliszweski: before target, saw B-24 go down; #4 
 engine on fire, exploded, wing came off. A/C dove straight down. No chutes 
 Casey bombardier: frozen fingers Check: tail gunner frozen foot.  
NOTES - Did not see fighter support Saw enemy shipping - 25-45 ships Maliszewski: 
 landed with enough gas for est. 1.5 hours more. Smoke screen at target Lally: 
 airspeed too slow; stayed at altitude too long; bucked head winds Buddenbaum: 
 need more than 2 navigators per squadron in case of aborts. Reber: formation 
 highly confused; groups piled up together Casey: saw twin-engine support 
 heading out as we crossed coast on was  back. Casey: how about some heat in the 
 plane!! Check: Get a leader who can lead a wing formation; climb out was poor. 
 Lambert: new system involves too much moving around. source: 306th Bomb 
 Group www.306bg.org/ 
 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 44 

 
Mission Interrogation Form showing O'Hara - Feb 26, 1943 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 45 

 
Mission Interrogation Form showing Tillery - Feb 26, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form showing Phelan - Feb 26, 1943 

 
War Correspondents Along For The Ride 
 
The next few pages written by some well known war correspondents who flew on this 
mission to Wilhelmshaven is intended to help visualize what the airmen experienced over 
the target. This mission to Wilhelmshaven was the first mission that the 8th Air Force 
allowed news correspondents to fly as part of crew. Andy Rooney of "60 Minutes" fame 
was a news correspondent for "The Stars and Stripes" a newspaper for the GIs at the time. 
He flew on Lt. William J. "Bill" Casey's plane 42-4488. Lt. Casey was a pilot in the 
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369th BS of the 306 BG. The following is what appeared in the Stars and Stripes the next 
day February 27, 1943 about Ronney's experience on that flight: 
 
Andy Rooney: 
 
How it Feels to Bomb Germany... 
Originally published in The Stars and Stripes, European Edition, Sunday, February 27, 
1943. 
 
A U.S. BOMBER STATION, Feb. 26 — From the nose of Lt. Bill Casey's Banshee, I 
saw American Fortresses and Liberators drop a load of destruction on Wilhelmshaven 
today. 
 
We flew to Germany in the last group of a Fortress formation and Banshee was in the 
trailing squadron. 
 
Soon after dawn the bombers thundered down the runway. Lt. Casey's windshield was 
splattered with mud on the way. It really was a blind take-off. 
Like a pickup football team on a Saturday morning, we grew in strength as we flew, until 
all England seemed to be covered with bombers. 
Everything was quiet — almost monotonous — for an hour after we left the English 
coast. 
 
Sees First Enemy Plane 
 
Then the trouble began. 
 
Peeling out of the sun came shining silver German fighter planes, diving at one bomber in 
the formation and disappearing below the cloudbanks as quickly as they had come. They 
seemed tiny, hardly a machine of destruction, and an impossible target. 
 
My first glimpse of a German fighter came when the navigator, 2nd Lt. William H. 
Owens, of Tullahoma, Tenn., nearly knocked me into the lap of 2nd Lt. Malcolm A. 
Phillips Jr., the bombardier, whose home is in Coffeyville, Kan. Owens swung around at 
what appeared to be an Me109 as it whipped down through the clouds on our left. 
 
From that time until three and one-half hours later, when we were half way home, no one 
had to look far to see a German fighter. They were all over and they were all kinds of 
planes — Me109s, Ju88s and Me110s. There were no FW190s, by far the best plane Jerry 
has to fight the Forts. Their absence strengthened Allied contentions that Germany is 
desperately short of fighter planes. 
 
From a vantage point in the pilot's cabin Lt. Casey and his co-pilot, 1st Lt. Kelly G. Ross, 
were calmly giving information over the inter-com. 
 
"Here comes one at 2 o'clock, Elliot. Get the son-of-a-bitch." 
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T/Sgt. Wilson C. Elliot, of Detroit, Lt. Casey's top turret man, is the only man from the 
original Banshee crew left. 
 
Before we were very deep into Germany deadly black puffs began to appear around us. It 
seemed as though they were "air mines" that were touched off as we came to them. A 
puff would appear to our right and then in quick succession a row of five more black 
splotches flowered out, each one closer as they caught up to us. 
 
Lt. Casey zigged, and the puffs appeared in the tracks of our zag. He was one jump ahead 
of the flak. All but once he was one jump ahead. 
 
Thought Plane's Nose Torn Off 
 
Lt. Phillips was leaning far forward in the nose, between his guns and bomb-sight, when 
suddenly the whole nose seemed to break out of the ship. My first impression was that 
they had given up the flak and had thrown the gun at us. 
 
Lt. Phillips sat back on his heels and covered his eyes with his hands. Splinters of 
flexiglass formed coating over his helmet. It was a minute before he recovered from the 
shock to open his eyes and find that he could see and was unhurt. 
 
What appeared to be the nose being ripped off actually was only a small hole the size of a 
man's fist. 
 
The formation was perfect, and the German sky dotted with Forts in front of us and 
Liberators behind us was comforting. Below, the land seemed to be farmland for the most 
part. Even that was divided into aggravatingly square plots. It looked German and 
unfriendly. You had the feeling you would have known it was Germany even if you 
hadn't attended the briefing. 
 
German flak didn't seem to bother German fighter planes. They poured in even when 
their own flak was thickest. 
 
Approaching the bombing run, the doors of the ships in front of us could be seen 
swinging open, and not far above us the yawning bomb bay of a Fort revealed more 
bombs, hanging by some mechanical hairpin, waiting for the bombardier to push the tiny 
button that sends them to the target. 
 
Lt. Owens was having trouble with his oxygen and Lt. Phillips' fingers were nearly 
frozen. I was healthy but helpless. Finally the valve of the navigator's air intake froze 
completely and the next thing his head had dropped to the top of his caliber .50, and his 
face was an unlovely greyish purple. Both of them had work to do in the nose. I was 
strictly cargo. The oxygen on my side was okay. We fitted the mask to Lt. Owens' face, 
revived him and I started back for the pilot's cockpit. 
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By the time I struggled back without oxygen, with a back load of equipment that would 
make Santa Claus look sick, I was almost out. Lt. Casey almost yawned at what I was 
sure was a major crisis in my life. 
 
He fixed me up with oxygen and the remainder of my brief first glimpse at the war was 
from the pit behind the pilot. 
 
As we started the bombing run I was up in the nose of the ship, standing over to the right 
trying to keep out of the way of the navigator and bombardier. I had a camera, and that 
was probably the greatest underestimation, or something or other, of the Germans anyone 
ever made. I definitely did not feel like taking pictures. I made an effort once or twice 
and I got a couple of pictures of a small bunch of six little ships down on the water, but 
it's elementary that you have to be able to hold a camera still to take pictures. 
 
We were well into the run and the flak was puffing to the right and left. The boys said it 
was not nearly as intensive as over St. Nazaire, but there was more of it, spread out in 
different places, they said. 
 
Fighter planes were always there while we were making our run. They come in so fast it's 
hard to tell where they're coming from, but frequently you could see a vapor trail start to 
form, like a cloud standing on end. You knew that was a fighter starting a run. 
 
As the bombardier crouched low over his sight, I was just in back of him, trying to take a 
picture of the bombs falling from the plane ahead. They dropped theirs, and I guess we 
must have the next second but I couldn't feel it. 
 
Behind the tail gunner, T/Sgt. Parley D. Small, of Packwood, Iowa, reported that he had 
seen a Liberator go down with one engine flaming. Although on fire he said it was under 
control for a crash landing. Small himself picked off one German plane as it tried to tie a 
stream of machine-gun bullets on our tail. He described the end of another German 
fighter. 
 
Jerry Stopped Cold 
 
"It looked like a piece of cardboard that had been thrown out of a plane," he said. "It 
came up under the belly of a B24 and someone let him have it right on the nose. He 
stopped dead and fell away. The plane didn't seem to be burning. It must have killed the 
pilot." 
 
As Nazi planes kept nipping at the formation, far away from the coast of Germany, they 
probably picked us up from the French coast. It is improbable that German-based fighters 
followed the USAAF bombers that far, even though many of them seemed to be twin-
engined planes. 
 
Almost half way home, three Ju88s could be seen diving at a B24 that had fallen out of 
formation and was in distress. 
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After 20 minutes without sign of Jerry, things began to look more pleasant. 
 
Song of Triumph 
 
Lt. Casey and the crew began to sing over the intercom. Casey had the bends and was 
squirming in his seat — but smiling and singing. Next to him, Lt. Ross had to do most of 
the flying on the way home. Finally England was sighted and believe me, whatever you 
think, it is one of the most beautiful islands in all the world. 
 
As Lt. Casey says, "I'm an Irishman, southern Ireland, but that is still the best looking 
damned little island I ever saw." 
 
After a roof-lifting "buzz" (hedge-hopping) over the field, not orthodox, Lt. Casey 
brought the ship in smoothly. 
 
Looking over the Banshee, we found that it had been hit in about ten places. The biggest 
hole was a gaping wound in her metal near the tail gunner. The chip of flak tore a hole 
through an English penny that Sgt. Small had left on the floor behind him. 
 
With the exception of one frozen finger — Lt. Phillips' — the Banshee had what the crew 
called "a quiet trip." 
 
I don't want to go on a noisy one. 
 
Copyright ©, 1943, Stars and Stripes. Reprinted with permission of Stars and Stripes. 
 

 
Andy Rooney - Stars and Stripes Reporter 
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Note That Andy Rooney was extra crew on this plane - Feb 26, 1943 

 
Walter Cronkite: 

 
While not flying with the 306th Bomb Group, Walter Cronkite, a UP writer, got his start 
as a top notch war correspondent on this raid after writing a news story about his 
experience during it. The story was picked up by most of the large newspapers in the U. 
S. and he was instantly in demand for radio interviews. Also on this raid was Homer 
Bigart of the New York Herald Tribune. They flew with the 427th and 369th BS of the 
303 BG respectively. 
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The Story That Made Walter Cronkite Famous 
 
By Timothy M. Gay who  is the author of Assignment to Hell: The War Against Nazi 
Germany With Correspondents Walter Cronkite, Andy Rooney, A. J. Liebling, Homer 
Bigart, and Hal Boyle  
 
On February 26, 1943, Walter Cronkite was an obscure wire service scribbler, just one of 
dozens of expatriate American journalists trying to describe the war against Hitler from 
bomb-ravaged London. Forty-eight hours later, thanks to his searing eyewitness account 
of an Allied aerial attack on a Nazi U-boat pen, he was instantly transformed into Walter 
Cronkite, Famous Correspondent.  
 
Cronkite went on to document D-Day, crash into Holland with the 101st Airborne, and 
elude S.S. storm troopers at the Battle of the Bulge, but it was that first bombing run over 
the North Sea that branded him one of the European war's leading journalistic lights. His 
career - and with it, the course of mainstream American journalism - would never be the 
same.  
 
Along with Stars and Stripes' Andy Rooney, the New York Herald Tribune's Homer 
Bigart, and five other reporters, Cronkite was a charter member of "The Writing 69th," 
the fraternity of American journalists trained by the Eighth Army Air Force in early '43 to 
fly along on combat missions. That February morning, Bigart and Cronkite both took off 
from the 303rd Bomb Group's base at Molesworth. Their respective B-17s emerged 
unscathed, but Rooney's Flying Fortress absorbed a direct hit from flak, although it was 
able to safely land at its airdrome in Thurleigh. A B-24 carrying the New York Times' 
Robert Perkins Post was shot down near the mission's objective, the Kriegsmarine base at 
Wilhelmshaven, Germany. Post was killed, a tragedy that abruptly disbanded the Writing 
69th: the duty was far too dangerous.  
 
As they were being driven back to London following the raid, Bigart asked Cronkite if 
he'd thought through a lede. "I think I'm going to say," mused Cronkite, "that I've just 
returned from an assignment to hell, a hell at 26,000 feet above the earth, a hell of 
burning tracer bullets and bursting gunfire..."  
 
Bigart, who prided himself on his taut writing style, stared at Cronkite, incredulous that 
his friend would resort to such overwrought prose. Purplish or not, Cronkite's story (the 
New York Times headlined it "Hell 26,000 Feet Up") got huge pick-up in the States and 
dominated the British tabloids. It was so successful, in fact, that for the next half-century 
Bigart and Rooney felt obliged to give their pal unmerciful guff about it.  
 
In truth, much of Cronkite's narrative that day was stirring: "The first impression of a 
daylight bombing mission is a hodge-podge of disconnected scenes like a poorly edited 
home movie, bombs falling past you from the formation above, a crippled bomber with 
smoke pouring from one engine thousands of feet above, a tiny speck in the sky that 
grows closer and finally becomes a Focke-Wulf peeling off above you somewhere and 
plummeting down, shooting its way through the formation."  
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There was no rest for the weary: CBS Radio's John Charles Daly insisted that the UP 
reporter share his raid observations on a live hook-up to New York, Cronkite's first time 
ever on CBS. But the circuit failed after a few moments. Cronkite then had the sad job of 
penning a tribute to Post, who had been officially declared missing.  
 
Once his stories cleared censors and moved onto the wire, Cronkite's boss at UP, 
Harrison Salisbury, insisted on a celebratory - and very liquid - lunch at the Savoy. After 
a brief respite it was off Jack's Club, a favorite correspondents hangout. Then, Cronkite 
informed his wife Betsy in a letter, they joined other revelers in watching jitterbuggers at 
the Opera House in Covent Garden. 
 
They capped off the marathon party with a stop at the Cocoanut Grove, a nightclub where 
they repeatedly toasted Cronkite's safe return. "As usual," Cronkite laughed to Betsy, 
"everybody got drunk but Cronkite." 
 
The sober but bushed Cronkite was again rousted out of bed Sunday morning by UP's 
London bureau, this time to respond to a story idea from UP-New York. He then hustled 
over to the Army Officer's Club outside Hyde Park just before it closed for lunch. 
 
As he entered the club, he sensed heads turning his direction. Soon a palpable buzz filled 
the room. Walter Cronkite was no longer just another reporter. He had, literally 
overnight, become the toast of London. Every Sunday paper in England, it seemed, had 
played his bombing raid story on page one, under "great, glaring headlines," he told 
Betsy.  
 
Suddenly everyone was deferring to him, even his hotel's "snooty elevator boys who 
hadn't bothered saying hello before began ingratiating manners, the teller at the bank 
where I cash my check bowed and scraped, the telephone at the hotel rang all day with 
congratulations some from persons I knew and more often not... Honestly, it was the 
damndest performance I've ever undergone." 
 
Cronkite had no idea that he would spend much of the rest of his life in the limelight. 
Fortunately for the history of broadcast journalism, it found someone who could handle 
its glare. Walter Cronkite became a national icon, the rock on whom America leaned in 
moments of crisis. It was more than just his Midwestern decency; underneath the 
comforting presence viewers could sense Cronkite's steely resolve. It was a trait he 
learned that February morning when the Writing 69th's formation attacked Hitler's U-
boats at Wilhelmshaven. 
 
The crews that Walter Cronkite and Homer Bigart flew with given below: 
 
 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 55 

 
303rd BG(H) Combat Mission No. 17 

26 February 1943 
 

Target: U-Boat Yards - Wilhelmshaven, Germany (Secondary) 
 
427th Bombardment Squadron Crew List 
 
B-17F #41-24619 S For Sugar 
P Hagenbuch, Glenn E., Capt 
CP Barker, John C., Lt 
NAV Soha, Walter M., Lt 
BOM Dieffenbach, Albert W., Lt 
ENG Zipfel, Charles E., T/Sgt 
RO Coomes, Clarence S., S/Sgt 
LWG Hinds, Durward L., S/Sgt 
RWG Henderson, George W., S/Sgt 
BT Belk, Jack, S/Sgt 
TG Harmon, Edward Z., Sgt 
PAS Cronkite, Walter L., 
(News Correspondent) 
 
360th Bombardment Squadron Crew List 
 
B-17F #41-24559 Ooold Soljer 
P Lyle, Lewis E., Capt 
CP Fredericks, Jacob W., Capt 
NAV Hoyt, Otis A., Lt 
BOM Saiz, Reinaldo J., Lt 
ENG Hlastala, Michael S., T/Sgt 
LWG Schneiderman, Henry G., S/Sgt 
RO Smith, Richard J., T/Sgt 
BT Nardine, Howard H., S/Sgt 
TG Murray, Gilbert A., Jr., S/Sgt 
RWG Collins, Harvie L., Sgt 
PAS Bigart, Homer, 
(News Correspondent) 
 
The following is the news story that propelled Walter Cronkite into the mainstream of 
broadcast journalism: 
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'Hell' Pictured as Flying Forts Raid Germany 
By Walter Cronkite 
 
AT A UNITED STATES FLYING FORTRESS BASE SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND, 
Feb. 27 (Saturday) (U.P.) - American Flying Fortresses have just come back from an 
assignment to hell, a hell 26,000 feet above the earth, a hell of burning tracer bullets and 
bursting gunfire, of crippled Fortresses and burning German fighter planes, of 
parachuting men, and others not so lucky. 
 
I have just returned with a Flying Fortress crew from Wilhelmshaven, Germany. 
 
For two hours I sat through a vicious gun duel with German Focke-Wulf 190 fighter 
planes and I saw what it was like to bomb Hitler on his home grounds. 
 

Fight Off Nazis 
We fought off Hitler's fighters and dodged his guns. The Fortress I rode in came back 
without damage. But we had the element of luck on our side. 
 
Other formations caught the blast of fighter blows and we watched Fortresses and 
Liberators plucked out of the formations around us. 
 
(Official announcements said seven of the big bombers were lost, the heaviest toll since 
the American raid on St. Nazaire Jan. 3, when the same number failed to return. This was 
the third American raid of the war on Germany and apparently by far the heaviest. The 
number of Nazi planes shot down was not disclosed, pending compilation of reports from 
all the planes returning.) 
 

Naval Base Hit 
We got our share of German fighters though, and besides we gave the ship repair yards 
and other installations at a great German submarine and naval base on the North Sea a 
most severe pasting. 
 
As we swept beyond the target and back over the North Sea from which we came we saw 
great pillars of smoke over the target area. 
 
This was the first time our new corps of American correspondents had been permitted to 
accompany the Forts over Germany or enemy-occupied territory. 
 
Six of us represented the American news services, newspapers and radios. 
 

Enemy Sighted 
We were still an hour from the target, skirting the Frisian Islands, when these words came 
over the intercommunication system from the tail gunner: 
 
"Tail gunner to pilot, Looks like enemy fighters low at 6 o'clock. About six or seven of 
them." 
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That 6 o'clock meant they were directly behind the plane. Twelve o'clock would have 
been dead ahead; 3 o'clock on the right; 9 o'clock on the left. 
 
It didn't take them long to close in on us. I was working hard to scrape the frost from the 
windows and get a look at them. 
 
They came on. 
 

Cautioned by Pilot 
"They're moving up to 3 o'clock. Keep your eye on them," the pilot said. 
 
It was an unnecessary instruction. 
 
A voice, I believe the waist gunner's, broke in on the other voices, as a shell burst near us. 
 
"This is a lot of fun but sometimes I think it ain't healthy." 
 
It definitely is not. Experienced crewmen said the anti-aircraft fire was accurate and of 
medium intensity. It was my first raid and I didn't know, but it was too accurate and too 
intense for me. It started as we began our bombing run into Wilhelmshaven and it didn't 
end until we passed the last tiny peninsula. 
 
I saw one bomber get a severe working over by Focke-Wulfs and it looked as if he would 
never get back across the North Sea. The bomber was losing altitude when I first saw it 
several thousand feet below us. It was heading slowly toward the sea under control but 
obviously damaged. 
 
Seven enemy fighters began hitting it like kids on a merry-go-round grabbing for the 
brass ring. They circled the crippled plane it another burst every time they passed. 
 

Not So Tough 
Kids in their early 20's who are now old-timers in air warfare over enemy territory said 
that the Nazi fighters were tough but not so daring as Goering's own squadron of yellow-
nosed Foccke-Wulfs over St. Nazaire and Lorient, France. Those fighters, they said, 
would weave in and out of Fortress formations and close in within 30 feet for the attack. 
But the fighters today came close enough to suit me. There were about 20 of them almost 
constantly within attack range throughout the two hour dual. 
 
With scarcely a pause someone on our ship was always calling out the position of an 
approaching enemy. 
 
"Six o'clock low, Four o'clock high. Two o'clock high. The son of a ---- is coming in. Get 
on him. Give him a burst. Keep him out there." 
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Vibrations shook the plane as first one gun and then another opened up at the oncoming 
speck. I saw a plummeting body in another direction and finally saw the plane from 
which the parachutist came. I saw a Nazi pilot bail out and his Focke-Wulf spiral down 
into the sea, finally dropping off in a steep spin. 
 

Navigator Shoots 
I gained the deepest admiration for the bombardiers and navigators, as well as the pilots 
and gunners on this trip. On the way in and out to the target the navigator, Lieut. Walter 
M. Shoa, Crystal Falls, Mich., jumped first to the guns and fired a burst at the Nazis, and 
then calmly plucked out maps from his case and plotted the course, suddenly dropping 
them an instructions through the earphones would cause him to take another at an 
incoming plane. 
 
'The bombardier - talk about concentration! With flak bursting around that sun porch of a 
nose and fighters playing around with death at stake. first Lieutenant Albert W. 
Diefenbach calmly gazed through his bomb sight, jiggling buttons and turning knobs. 
 
His job began at that thrilling moment when bomb bay doors swung open on the lead ship 
and on down the line to us. 
 
That signaled that we were beginning the bomb run. Then we swept over Wilhelmshaven. 
 
Then the ships ahead of us began to drop their bombs. 
 

On Way to Hitler 
Diefenbach's left hand went out to the switch panel alongside him and almost 
imperceptibly he touched a button and said calmly over the communications systems: 
 
"Bombs away." 
 
That was it. Our mission was accomplished - our bombs were on their way to Hitler. 
 
There were other trills when a formation of bombers directly above us released their 
bombs almost on us. 
 
Those bombs came so close to our wings that if they had carried some inscription like 
"Nuts to Hitler - Signed Mabel," I would have been able to read it. 
 
While the bombs fall the gunners remain alert. Two of ours collaborated on one "claim." 
 
Staff Sergeant George W. Henderson, 22, of Columbus, Kan., our tail gunner, said: 
 
"One of those fellows tried to get in under us and I gave him a burst and turned him over 
to Belk." 
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Hack Belk, 22, of Temple, Tex., is our ball turret gunner who hangs in that little bird cage 
under the Fortress. 
 
"I gave him a burst and saw a ball of fire right near the cockpit," Belk said, "but I think it 
was Henderson's guns that got him." 
 
Other members of the crew included Staff Sergeant Clarence S. Comes, 24, of 
Sacramento, Cal.; Waist Gunners Sergeant Edward Z. Harmon, 33 (the old man of the 
crew,) of Tule Lake, Cal., and Staff Sergeant Duward L. Hinds, 23, of Los Angeles. 
 
Brest, France Raid - Feb 27, 1943 
 
The first mission that Richard K. O'Hara flew as pilot of the Scarlet in combat was on 
Saturday February 27, 1943 to Brest, France. Flying as his copilot was Robert H. (Smitty) 
Smith along with James J. Garris, waist gunner and Harold Strom, tail gunner. Otis B. 
Tillery was navigator on Capt. Lambert plane also flew this mission. 
 

 
Target: BREST FRANCE Naval U-boat base (60 aircraft) - February 27, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Another raid today. This time the target was Brest, France, and it turned out to be a 
comparative breeze. It wasn't too good a day, what with clouds and undercast. Capt. John 
L. Lambert, squadron C.O., went along, this time with Capt. Maurice Salada. Other pilots 
included Capt. Robert W. Smith, Lt. Warren George, and Lt. Richard K. O'Hara, who 
this day made his first appearance as pilot on a mission with his own crew. The flak was 
almost nil and very few fighters were seen, none actually on our squadron. Due largely to 
the heavy cloud cover, we were on the target before we knew it and as a result, the 
bombing was not too good. We returned with no casualties and only three planes hit at all 
by flak. This mission was noteworthy as one of the very few times we have seen our 
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fighter escort. It so happened that they were on time at our rendezvous." source: 423rd 
Combat Diary/ 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report 
 
MISSION - VIII BC 38  
TARGET - U-boat pens, port and naval facilities at Brest, France  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 17 T/O: 1210 1211 1216  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Not observed  
WEATHER - Complete overcast the entire way 4/10 clouds at target  
FLAK - light, inaccurate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - E/A up to 6 FW190  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - none  
NOTES - Saw 30 Spitfires after leaving target Waist gunners needs gloves  
 Casey: brought bombs back as bombs would not release; had two engines out: 
 supercharger source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
 
Another mission report by the 44th Bomb Group which also flew on this mission tells a 
little more about how difficult these missions were in the early stages of the air war over 
Europe. 
 

44th Bomb Group Mission Report 
 
"The target for today was the port of Brest, France where there are submarine shelters, 
dry docks capable of handling any ship in the German Navy and other shore installations.  
 
Five 67th aircraft, along with five others from the other two squadrons were over the 
target and dropped their bombs. The results were generally unsatisfactory, but hits were 
claimed on the corner of the locks and a dock, as well as on buildings and warehouse near 
the docks.  
 
The month included some of the most difficult flying weather that our airmen have faced 
to date, and that any missions were completed without greater losses is a tribute to their 
abilities. Engineering states that "shorts and /or breaks" in heating elements in the electric 
suits cause fabric to fire. Results were serious burns to the men, or frost bites. 
 
NOTE: It should be emphasized that the new machine gun oil was an absolute necessity. 
Most 67th aircraft were forced to carry a Thompson sub-machine gun loaded with tracers 
so that when the .50s froze up, the waist gunners would use the tracers to make a showing 
of a defense, hopefully keeping the enemy fighters at bay. Otherwise, most of our ships 
would have had to abort on nearly every mission due to lack of fire power, even though 
large quantities of ammunition was expended by most gunners firing short bursts to keep 
the guns warm enough not to freeze solid. Our men became so frustrated with the aborts 
associated with frozen guns that they chose to bluff the enemy pilots with tracers from 
their hand-held (and almost useless) guns. This lack of defense surely contributed to 
some of our early losses." source: 44th Bomb Group web page http://www.8thairforce.com/44thbg  
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Ohara, R. H. Smith, Garris, Strom - Feb 27, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Tillery - Feb 27, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing H. E. Phelan - Feb 27, 1943 

 
306th BG mission summary for the month of February 1943 total 6 missions. 
 
Air Medals are awarded after 5 completed missions. 
 
Medals awarded in February 1943 to 306th men were: 
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Purple Heart - Lts. Stanley Kisseberth and Orman Hamilton. 
Air Medal (first one) - Lts. James E. Hopkins, Ralph W. Jones, Robert Malin, Andrew 
Simmons, Mead S. Warner, David A. Steele and Capt. John L. Lambert. 
 
Sgts. Leon L. Bamforth, Frederick A. Blum, James A. Bobbett, Freel Covard, Clarence 
Durham, James J. Garris, Billy J. Lamb, George A. McClennan, Warren MacGregor, 
Bernard Papieka, Walter Piotrowski, Ray J. Smith, James E. Smoot, Harold Strom, 
Raymond Stymacks and James H. Thornton. 
 
Interestingly enough is the fact that the majority of the crew of the Scarlet had not 
completed the required number of 5 completed missions by the end of February and that 
the tail gunner Harold Strom and waist gunner James J. Garris had met this requirement 
and received their Air Medals.  
 
Lorient, France Raid - Mar 6, 1943 
 
The first mission in March was flown to Hamm, Germany on Thursday March 4, 1943 
but was aborted. Therefore, the first completed mission flown in March by the Scarlet 
crew was on Saturday March 6, 1943 to Lorient, France. The entire Scarlet crew flew in 
the Scarlet except for the bombardier Hugh E. Phelan. He apparently didn't fly this 
mission. Flying were: O'Hara, pilot; Robert H. Smith, copilot; Tillery, navigator; 
Mountain, radio operator; Sheffield, top turret gunner; Fetkiw, ball turret gunner; Nelson, 
right waist gunner; Garris, left waist gunner and Strom, tail gunner. 
 

 
Target: LORIENT FRANCE Naval U-boat base (65 aircraft) - March 6, 1943 
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Lorient, France  March 6, 1943 

 

 
Lorient, France  March 6, 1943 
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Lorient, France  March 6, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Today was the first of the really exceptionally fine bombing missions of the month. The 
target was Lorient, France, the pinpoint being a small building in the middle of a group of 
naval installations and housing the electric power plant for the base. Capt. John L. 
Lambert, our C.O., led the squadron with Lts. Pervis Yource, L. P. Johnson, Richard K. 
O'Hara and Warren George. Heavy, intense and very accurate flak was met at the target, 
but bombs were dropped accurately. The power plant itself was completely destroyed and 
many of the surrounding installations were severely damaged. Immediately after leaving 
the target we had a 10-15 minute fight with the Yellow Noses, a crack GAF (German Air 
Force) squadron of FW 190s. Lt. John R. Lucas received credit for destroying one, and 
S/Sgt. William E. Hull had a probable. The group lost two crews on this mission, but 
once again the 423rd went unscathed, except for 2nd Lt. Mead Warner, who was 
wounded in the face and neck when a 20mm shell exploded in the nose of the plane. 
Because of the distance covered on this trip, the group landed at Exeter and Chivenor on 
return. Those landing at Exeter found the field already overcrowded and so had to spend 
the night at a post some 10 miles away, sleeping on wooden benches with much too little 
blanket coverage. Those at Chivenor, including nearly all of the 423rd, had all the 
comforts of home, including fresh eggs for breakfast." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Smith, Tillery, Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson, 

Garris, Strom - Mar 6, 1943 
 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 68 

On an Encounter Report dated March 8, 1943, the Scarlet was mentioned. "Our aircraft 
number 25720, piloted by Lt. O'Hara, destroyed a F. W. 190 at 14:48 on 6/3/43. A/C 
heading 230 degrees, visibility good. Narrative states that after turning away from target, 
a F.W. 190 came in from one o'clock. It was engaged by Lt. J. S. Lucas, Bombadier and 
by Major Maury (passenger) from 600 yards to 200 yards when he broke away. E/A by 
that time was in flames and spinning, and was seen to hit the water by Lt. Lucas. Both 
Maj. Maury and Lt. Lucas have a joint claim to this E/A but Major Maury wishes Lt. 
Lucas to have credit." 

 
Rennes, France Raid - Mar 8, 1943 

 
The next mission flown in March by the Scarlet crew was on Monday March 8, 1943 to 
Rennes, France but because of engine trouble the Scarlet crew in the Scarlet aircraft 
aborted this mission after turning back at the English coast near Portland, England.  
 

 
Target: RENNES FRANCE Railroad marshalling yard (54 aircraft) - March 8, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form for March 6, 1943 - aborted 

 
As stated on the Mission Interrogation Form the Scarlet mission was aborted due to 
engine trouble and they turned back near Portland, England and returned with all bombs. 
They would not get credit for a completed combat mission on this day. 

 
Rouen, France Raid - Mar 12, 1943 

 
The next mission flown in March by the Scarlet crew was on Friday March 12, 1943 to 
Rouen, France. This is the first mission that the complete original crew flew in the 
Scarlet. 
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Target: ROUEN FRANCE Railroad marshalling yard (63 aircraft) - March 12, 1943 

 

 
Rouen, France, March 12, 1943 

 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 71 

 
 

Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Smith, Tillery, Phelan, Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, 
Nelson, Garris, Strom - Mar 12, 1943 
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Amiens, France Raid - Mar 13, 1943 
 

The next mission flown in March by the Scarlet crew was on Saturday March 13, 1943 to 
Amiens. All original Scarlet crew members were aboard. 
 
 

 
Target: AMIENS FRANCE Railroad marshalling yard (31 aircraft) - March 13, 1943 

 

 
Amiens, France  March 13, 1943 
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Amiens, France  March 13, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Today the target was to have been the Amiens marshalling yards, with Abbeville as a 
secondary. However, because of poor visibility and some fairly poor navigation on the 
part of the lead group, we dropped our bombs on the railway junction at Poix, France. 
Capt Robert W. Smith led the squadron, followed by Lts. Richard K. O'Hara, Raymond 
J. Check, David A. Steele and James E. Hopkins. The mission was disappointing, 
although all planes returned safely." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report 
MISSION - VIII BC 43  
TARGET - Amiens, France marshaling yards  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 20 T/O: 1205 Bombing: Poix: 1509; Amiens 1516; 
 23000 ft  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Poor; 19 A/C bombed Poix; 1 Amiens; Results not observed 
 because of clouds / haze.  
WEATHER - Poor over Channel; bad haze at target  
FLAK - Accurate at Dieppe; Slight and inaccurate at Le Treport  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - Approx 12 E/A seen; 1 head-on attack low with 
 Spitfire on tail  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - 2 B-17s observed turning back before target. 1 seen to 
 jettison bombs. From Group ahead  
NOTES - Spitfire shot down just before target - flak Spitfire cover good Casey had 2 
 bombs not release Smiley reported guns froze; 1000 ft per minute let down too 
 damn fast. Maliszewski saw 1 FW190 shot down before target source: 306th 
 Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Smith, Tillery, Phelan, Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, 

Nelson, Garris, Strom - Mar 13, 1943 
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Rouen, France Raid - Mar 14, 1943 
 

The next day, Sunday March 14, 1943, another mission was flown by the Scarlet crew to 
the marshalling yards at Rouen, France. In the 423rd Combat Diary Lt. O'Hara is listed as 
having flown. However, no Crew Load Listing or Interrogation Report is available so 
absolute verification of who flew this mission cannot be certain. 
 

 
Target: ROUEN FRANCE Railroad marshalling yard (63 aircraft) - March 14, 1943 

 

 
Rouen, France  March 14, 1943 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"The marshalling yards at Rouen, France, was the target today. Capts. John L. Lambert, 
our C.O., and Robert W. Smith led the formation. Lts. Raymond J. Clark, James E. 
Hopkins, Pervis Youree and Richard K. O'Hara and their crews made up the rest of the 
423rd. There was almost no flak to bother us, the fighter escort was superb, we enjoyed 
splendid weather, and as a consequence our bombs once more dropped in the very center 
of the yards. This mission was run so very smoothly that little exciting can be said about 
it. Perhaps a large part of its success was due to the fact that we made a feint, flying 
almost across the English Channel and back, just before making the bomb run. The 
purpose of this was to get enemy fighters up so that by the time we were ready for the 
bomb run they would be down and refueling. The diversion apparently worked well." 
source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report 
 
MISSION - VIII BC 42  
TARGET - Rouen-Sotteville marshalling yard  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 19 T/O: 0940 Bombing: 1243, 21000 ft  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Excellent - burst s observed directly on aiming point.  
 It is though that an ammunition train was hit.  
WEATHER - Excellent  
FLAK - None Few bursts off at distance - very inaccurate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 2 E/A 5 minutes after target 3 E/A  
 Every FW we saw had at least 1 Spit on it  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES  
NOTES  
Excellent fighter support  
Support was best we ever hope to see  
English suits no good  
Piece of cake  
source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
 
Vegesack, Germany Raid - Mar 18, 1943 
 
Four days later, Thursday March 18, 1943, the next mission was flown to Vegesack, 
Germany by Richard K. O'Hara of the 423rd Bomb Squadron/306th BG. Since there were 
no Loading Lists or Interrogation Reports available, it is assumed that Lt. O'Hara had his 
normal crew. 
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Target: VEGESACK GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (97 aircraft) - March 18, 1943 

 

 
Vegesack, Germany  March 18, 1943 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"The target for today was naval installations and submarine building shops at Vegesack, 
Germany, on the outskirts of Bremen. Maj. James W. Wilson, with Capt. John L. 
Lambert, our C.O., led the squadron and the group. They were followed by Lts. Raymond 
J. Check, Warren George, Richard K. O'Hara and James E. Hopkins. Opposition was 
considerable, the Germans putting a great deal of flak, particularly at the target. Flak was 
also met at the enemy coast in and out. Few of our airplanes suffered any damage, 
indicating that the gunners in this area are not on a par with those on the Brest Peninsula. 
Once more, all types of enemy fighters came up to attack, including FW 190s, ME 109s, 
JU 88s and ME 110s. Although they stayed with us for quite a time, they did not press 
home their attacks with determination, and on several instances were seen to fire their 
guns and then descend without attacking at all. The twin-engined E/A followed us back 
almost to the English Coast. Sgts. Andrew Bezak, Eli L. Rogers and Paul Fetkiw each 
certainly destroyed an FW 190. For the first time our fliers gave clear evidence that the 
Germans were flying planes over us and dropping time bombs toward our formation. A 
miss, however, is as good as a mile, and we all returned safely. To top the day off, Lt. 
Pervis Youree was made a captain." source: 423rd Combat Diary 

 
Also mentioned in the after action reports for March 18, 1943 was the following note 
under Armament Failures: "(1) Ball Turret Solenoids on Aircraft No.'s 42-5720 (Scarlet) 
and 42-29498 failed at high altitude. Both of these turrets also leaked oil and it is evident 
that they need heavier gaskets." 
 
Sgt. Paul Fetkiw, ball turret gunner, on Lt. Richard K. O'Hara's plane was the first of his 
crew to be credited for shooting down an enemy aircraft. 

 
306th Bomb Group Mission Report  

 
MISSION - VIII BC 44 
TARGET - Vegesack, Germany submarine yards  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 20 T/O: 1139 Bombing: 1533, 27900 ft  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Very good; direct hits observed  
FLAK - Light flak near Bremerhaven; Heavy accurate flak at target; Heavy inaccurate 
 flak at Emden on way out.  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 20-25 E/A near Heligoland; nose attacks  
 Attacks from German coast to target and back out to sea.  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES  
NOTES  
Ball turrets on two A/C failed  
11 guns on various A/C not operational due to freezing  
Inferior ammunition lead to misfires, jams  
source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Wilhelmshaven, Germany Raid - Mar 22, 1943 
 
After another four days, the next mission was flown by the Scarlet crew on Monday 
March 22, 1943 to Wilhelmshaven, Germany. Similarly to the previous raid to Vegesack, 
Germany, there were no Loading Lists or Interrogation Reports available. It is assumed 
that Lt. O'Hara had his normal crew. 
 

 
Target: WILHELMSHAVEN GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (84 aircraft) - March 22, 1943 

 

 
Wilhelmshaven, Germany  March 22, 1943 
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Wilhelmshaven, Germany  March 22, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Today the target was the docks at Wilhelmshaven. The pinpoint was the dock at which 
we had reason to believe the German pocket battleship Admiral Scheer was to be found. 
In spite of 7/10th clouds, very heavy flak opposition and persistent attacks by S/E and 
T/E fighters the dock area was bombed and some bombs actually hit in the immediate 
vicinity of the Scheer. Those on this raid were Capts. Robert W. Smith, Raymond J. 
Check and Pervis E. Youree, and Lts. L. P. Johnson, Richard K. O'Hara, James E. 
Hopkins and David A. Steele. S/Sgt. Raymond Henn received credit for shooting down 
an FW 190 and the group got credit for an ME 110, while Lt. Leland Flowers probably 
got another FW 190. Though this was a successful mission, our spirits were considerably 
dampened when we learned that Sgt. Henn had been hit by a 20mm shell and killed, his 
20th mission. His loss is felt by us all. Sgt. Kenneth F. Powell, also a waist gunner on Lt. 
Johnson's plane was wounded as well." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
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Rouen, France Raid - Mar 28, 1943 
 
On Sunday March 28, 1943, the next mission was flown to Rouen, France by the crew of 
the Scarlet. The 423rd Combat Diary for this mission mentions both Richard K. O'Hara, 
pilot and Otis Tillery, navigator. Unfortunately, Lt. Tillery was wounded in this action 
and was sidelined for close to two months until he recovered. He did fly an aborted 
mission on May 1st but it was May 29th before he was credited with his next combat 
mission. 
 

 
Target: ROUEN FRANCE Railroad marshalling yard (70 aircraft) - March 28, 1943 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"The target for today was the marshalling yards at Rouen. This time we were assigned the 
locomotive sheds. Capt. Robert W. Smith again capably led the squadron. Other pilots 
included Capts. Raymond J. Check and Pervis Youree, and Lts. L. P. Johnson, Richard 
K. O'Hara, James E. Hopkins and Warren George. This was largely a repetition of the 
Rouen raid of the 14th. The weather was not as good, but here we had luck finding a hole 
in the otherwise dense clouds right over the target. There was comparatively little flak 
encountered and the fighter opposition was largely accounted for by another successful 
diversion of our own, together with excellent RAF Spitfire coverage. There was nothing 
left of the locomotive sheds, and we did further severe damage to the yards. As a result of 
the Rennes raid and the two Rouen raids this month, the RAF reports "The short term 
results of these heavy and most accurate attacks will disorganize military traffic to and 
from Western France for several weeks, perhaps longer, and will practically cut off 
Brittany from the Paris area, except by circuitous routes. If any heavy military moves 
were in progress or planned -- and this will not be known for some weeks -- they will 
have to be amended and battle order adjustments made accordingly to fit the new 
situation. Serious delay in the arrival of divisions on the Eastern Front is by no means 
improbable. The results of the Rennes raid provide the most successful picture yet 
received in this way of a yard neatly and completely put out of service. The effect of the 
Sotteville (Rouen) attack is probably hardly less serious." Unfortunately, the 423rd did 
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not go entirely unscathed, for Lt. Otis Tillery received a wound in the chest from a 
20mm bullet. As far as he was concerned, however, the most serious part of it all 
was that, without his knowledge or consent, the medical department sewed him with 
thread made in Japan, of all places." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

MISSION - VIII BC 47  
TARGET - Rouen-Sotteville marshaling yard  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 20 T/O: 1015 Bombing: 1250, 23600 ft  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Excellent; bursts seen to hit directly on locomotive shed  
WEATHER - 7/10 cloud at target  
FLAK - Very little; white bursts near Rouen  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 30-40 E/A of FWs and MEs over Channel; attacks 
 from 5 and 7 oclock Claims: 2-0-0  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - 1 B-17 from 91st BG seen burning in shoal water 1 mile 
 from French coast on way out near Valerie. Probably hit by fighters  
NOTES - 91st BG crowded the hell out of our group. source: 306th Bomb Group 
 www.306bg.org/ 
 
423rd Bomb Squadron/306th BG mission summary for the month of March 1943 total 9 
missions.  
 
Medals awarded in March 1943 to 306th men were: 
 
Purple Hearts                                                    First Air Medals 
 
Mead J. Warner  Lts. Leland Flower  Sgt. Walter Bieloga 
Andrew Simmons         John R. Louis         Freel Colvard 
Robert Powell          Richard K. O'Hara        John Elek 
           Hugh Phelan         Lusic 
           Robert H Smith         James J. Melillo 
           Leroy Sugg         Mountain 
           Otis Tillery         Maynard Nelson 
           Bart Wigginton         Eli Rogers 
               Charles Sheffield 
               Jack C. Webb 
               Buren C. Williams 
               Eddie Zaban 
 
 
By the end of March and only after 2 1/2 months after arriving in England all of the crew 
members of the Scarlet has received Air medals except for Paul Fetkiw, ball turret 
gunner. This could have been an over site by the Squadron historian or for some other 
reason his name was not mentioned by this time. Paul Fetkiw by my records could have 
had as many as seven credited missions by the end of March. However, Paul Fetkiw was 
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the only crew member to have been credited with shooting down an enemy aircraft within 
this time. Also Otis B. Tillery, navigator, was the only crew member to be wounded in 
action by the end of March. He would be awarded a purple heart for this event. 
 
Paris, France Raid - Apr 4, 1943 
 
First mission flown in April 1943 by the Scarlet crew was on Sunday April 4, 1943 to 
Paris, France by all of the original crew members except Otis B. Tillery, navigator and 
William H. Mountain, radio operator. Original crew flying on the Scarlet was Richard K. 
O'Hara, pilot; Robert H. Smith, copilot; Hugh E. Phelan, bombardier; Charles A. 
Sheffield, engineer; Paul A. Fetkiw, ball turret gunner; Maynard E. Nelson, waist gunner; 
James J. Garris, waist gunner; and Harold F. Strom, tail gunner. William H. Mountain 
missed this mission and the next one. He rejoin the crew on their first mission that they 
flew for the 367th BS on April 16, 1943. Speculation is that he was in sick bay for some 
reason. 

 

 
Target: PARIS-BILLANCOURT FRANCE Industry Aviation (85 aircraft) - April 4, 1943 
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Paris, France  April 4, 1943 

 

 
Paris, France  April 4, 1943 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Early this morning we were briefed on a trip to Paris. Our target was the Renault plant 
on the banks of the Seine River. From the 306th, 30 planes took off and 27 reached and 
bombed the primary. The 423rd got eight ships off the ground, had no aborts, and all 
eight dropping their 48,000 pounds of bombs right square on the Renault works. The 
crews taking part were: Capts. Raymond J. Check, Robert W. Smith and Pervis Youree, 
and Lts. Warren George, James E. Hopkins, L. P. Johnson, Richard K. O'Hara and 
David A. Steele. Flak over the target was moderate and inaccurate, and no enemy fighters 
were met until we were on our way home. This failure on the part of the enemy to meet 
us on our way in may have been due to the feint we made over the Channel before 
making our run in. On the way out, however, we did have a bit of a go at it with FWs and 
MEs between the target area and Rouen, where we met for the first time our fighter escort 
of Spitfires. 
 
In the course of the battle the following were credited with destroying E/A: T/Sgt. Leon 
L. Bamforth, S/Sgt. Billy J. Lamb and S/Sgt. George J. McClennan. The pictures later 
showed this to be one of the prettiest pieces of bombing done by the American air forces 
in this theatre. Damage estimates by intelligence experts report greater damage than had 
been done in the great RAF raid of March 1942." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report 
 
MISSION - VIII BC 49  
TARGET - Paris, France Renault armament and motor works  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 30; 3 return early: 1 with control cable difficulty; 2 
 with engine trouble T/O: 1055 Bombing: 1414, 24000 ft Return: 1600  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Good; concentrated hit on Renault works. Some in river  
WEATHER - Clear over target  
FLAK - Moderate and inaccurate over target; black, yellow and white bursts. New kind 
 flak encountered: red burst, then numerous smaller explosions in area surrounding 
 original burst Two FWs dropped flak bombs on A/C from above. Crews reported 
 two tremendous bursts but no damage. One dropped from above, other from a 
 dive-bombing E/a  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 25-30 E/A after target attacked until Spitfire cover was 
 reached near Rouen; mostly tail attacks from below; E/A/ attacked in pairs  
 Claims: 7-1-1  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES  
4 B-17s reported in distress (none from 306th):  
1 B-17 near Rouen with tail broke off at 1434 (ed: this is a 303rd A/C) - 1-7 chutes seen  
1 B-17 spinning down at 1442 - wing broke off - chutes tangled (ed: 305th A/C)  
NOTES  
Spitfire cover was Good  
Spitfires fired on by our formation  
Gunner: should be more tracer bullets  
source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Smith, Phelan, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson, Garris, 

Strom - Apr 4, 1943 
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Antwerp, Belgium Raid - Apr 5, 1943 
 
The next mission flown in April by the Scarlet crew was on Monday April 5, 1943 to 
Antwerp, Belgium and the last mission flown by the crew of the Scarlet for the 423rd 
squadron before being transferred to the 367th BS. 

 

 
Antwerp - Erla, Belguim April 5, 1943 

 

 
Antwerp - Erla, Belguim April 5, 1943 
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Formation Layout For Mission to Erla, Belgium April 5, 1943 

Scarlet (720) and O'Hara's crew is the High Squadron on the right above 
 

                    
           Account of Crew Of The Scarlet    Scarlet 42-4720 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"No rest for the weary! Having been successful at Paris yesterday, we were told to sew up 
the job by bombing the Erla Works at Antwerp, Belgium, today. At both places large 
numbers of military trucks and such were being made for the Germans. It was felt that 
having done such a great amount of damage to the railway systems at Rennes and Rouen, 
particularly, the Heinies would turn to trucks as a last resort. Hence, we would bomb their 
truck factories. The squadron was led by Maj. John L. Lambert, our C.O., with Lt. 
George and his crew, others being Capts. Raymond J. Check and Pervis Youree, and Lts. 
L. P. Johnson and James Hopkins (Lt. Richard K. O'hara flew this mission but was not 
mentioned in the 423rd Combat Diary). 
 
Fighter escort was to take the boys in as far as Ghent. Then, however, we met the fiercest 
fighter opposition we have ever encountered. The Germans, after our series of successful 
and devastating bombings, were determined at all costs to break up our bombing run. To 
do this they aimed all their attacks at the lead group, which was us. They came in a dozen 
at a time. There were over a hundred of them in all. The 306th Group had a tough time, 
losing four planes. The 423rd A/C, fortunately, all returned to base safely. On this raid 
we saw FW 190s carrying bombs underneath their fuselages and dropping them on our 
formation to break it up. Some exploded close enough to seriously disturb the formation. 
On this raid, our group navigator and former member of the 423rd, Capt. Robert 
Salitrnik, was hit in the leg by an exploding ammunition can. About a week later he died 
of these wounds." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

MISSION - VIII BC 50  
TARGET - Erla Works - Antwerp  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 20; 2 returned early (cylinder head broke; #4 
 engine went out, could not keep up); 4 did not return: 42-29660 (Ross), 42-5072 
 (Parker), 42-5431 (Fischer), 41-24465 (Seelos) T/O: 1245 Bombing: 1631, 22900 
 ft Land: 1658  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Poor; A/C under attack and taking evasive action; bursts 
 were observed in target area  
WEATHER - 1/10 to 6/10 at base; slight haze enroute; clear at target  
FLAK - Flaks at coast in and out and at target; accurate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 40-60 E/A intercepted just after Belgian coast; attacks 
 to target and back to coast; head-on attacks Mostly yellow-nose FW 190s 6 E/A at 
 a time Came from all directions Claims: 5-3-2  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - 1 B-17 at 1514 hit by E/A; turned out of formation and 
 headed back toward England (ed: 41-24465 Seelos; cr nr Kalmthout, Belgium)  
 1 B-17 seen going down at 1535, 5 miles NW of Antwerp, after bomb run - 1 
 chute (ed: 42-29660 Ross; cr nr Niuew-Namen, Belgium) 1 B-17 going down 
 under control with #2 and #3 engines on fire, 10 miles NW  Antwerp - 4-5 chutes 
 (ed: 42-5072 Parker)  
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 1 B-17 seen going down between target and coast on way out - 7-8 chutes (ed: 42-
 5431 Fischer; cr nr Schelle, Belgium)  
 7 A/C seriously damaged  
NOTES - Lagging and erratic superchargers dominated equipment failures as usual Pilot 
 saw fighters drop three bombs Johnson crew: nose guns needed very badly 
 Spitfire support good but did last long enough Source: 306th Bomb Group 
 www.306bg.org/ 
 

 
Scarlet Loading List Apr 5, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Smith, Phelan, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson, Garris, 

Strom - Apr 5, 1943
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Found in the 423rd Combat Diary, dated April 7, 1943, is a brief mention about the 
transfer of the Scarlet (42-5720) and it's crew to a sister Bomb Squadron, 367th, of the 

306 Bomb Group. 
 
"On April 7, 1943 Lt. Richard K. O'Hara, along with Lts. Laek L. Robinson, Otis B. 
Tillery and Hugh Phelan, and Sgts. Charles Sheffield, Paul Fetkiw, James J. Garris, 
William Mountain, Maynard Nelson  and Harold Strom were transferred to the 
beleaguered 367th squadron." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
This is all of the original crew of the Scarlet except for the copilot, Lt. Robert H. Smith 
who stayed in the 423rd. Lt. Laek L. Robinson of Houston, TX was a new copilot that 
had replaced Lt. Robert H. Smith who was made a pilot and had his own crew by the time 
the next mission was flown on April 17, 1943.  
 

 
L-R - Robinson, Tillery, OHara, Maynard Nelson, Phelan. 
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Another crew shot- Strom, Mountain, Sheffield, Robinson, OHara, Phelan. 

 
On April 10, 1943 "The following awards were made at the Post Theatre this date: Air 
Medals to 1sr Lts. Owen C. Luby and Richard K. O'Hara, S/Sgt. Joseph E. Borzym, 
and Sgt. Charles W. Raidline. Oak leaf clusters went to Capt. George R. Buckey, 1st Lts. 
Frank K. Watson, Hugh J. Toland, William J. McKearn, Raymond W. Fortin and William 
J. Casey, T/Sgts. Harry M. Brown, Cheater T. Wendoloski, Morris J. Gecowets, Parley 
D. Small (2), Wilson C. Elliott, S/Sgts. Reginald G. Harris (2), Edward H. Small, George 
W. Pederson and William G. Hicks." 
 
This indicates that Richard K. O'Hara had completed 10 missions because this was his 
second air medal. Because none of his crew receive their second air medal at this time 
indicates that Richard K. O'Hara flew at least one mission as a copilot in the beginning 
before taking over as a pilot and flew his first mission as pilot back on February 27, 1943.  
 
Lorient, France Raid - Apr 16 1943 
 
The next mission flown in April by this crew now for the 367th Bomb Squadron/306th 
BG was on Friday April 16, 1943 to Lorient, France. This was the first time that Lt. Laek 
L. Robinson flew as copilot on the Scarlet some nine days after their transfer from the 
423rd. Flying on the Scarlet was Richard K. O'Hara, L. L. Robinson, H. E. Phelan, C. A 
Sheffield, P. A. Fetkiw, M. E. Nelson, W. H. Mountain and H. F. Strom. Flying with Lt. 
K. A. Reecher was James J. Garris in the 554 plane. 
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Target: LORIENT FRANCE Naval U-boat base (59 aircraft) April 16, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Lorient - Seven planes of this squadron took off with the Group to attack the power 
station at Lorient. Weather was good and enemy opposition moderate, but bombing was 
not satisfactory. All planes of the Group returned. TSgt. Louis J. Enloe, top turret gunner 
for 1st. Lt. Craig J. Harwood, received credit for destroying an FW 190, and Sgt. Roy E. 
Livingston, top turret gunner for Lt. Frank K. Watson, destroyed an FW 190. Other 367th 
crews on this mission were Capts. William S. Raper and William J. Casey, Lts. Raymond 
W. Fortin, Richard K. O'Hara, and Kenneth A. Reecher." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report 
MISSION - VIII BC 51  
TARGET - Brest and Lorient Uboat bases  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 20; 4 returned early; 3 landed away (2 at Colerne 
 and 1 at Portreath); 1 brought bombs back because bomb bay door would not 
 open T/O: 1105 Bombing: 1415, 28000 ft  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Not good; only 12 of 20 A/C bombed; leader went past IP;  
 most bombs fell short  
WEATHER - Clear  
FLAK - moderate but inaccurate over target  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 20-25 E/A with yellow noses and yellow tails also 
 black fuselage with orange tails 4-6 aerial bombs dropped by E/A; Ju88 stood off 
 in distance at same elevation as our A/C; believe it giving elevation to dive-
 bombing E/A Claims 3-1-0  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - Waist gunner with shell fragment in eye Tail gunner with 
 flak in right arm B-17 going down over Lorient - 3-6 chutes (ed: this is a 305th 
 BG a/c)  
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NOTES - Pilots noted formation poor Vannedge ball turret became locked at 29000 ft. 
 More walk-around oxygen bottles needed Vapor trails the whole way source: 
 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Laek L. Robinson, Phelan, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson, 

Mountain, Strom - Apr 16, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing James J. Garris - Apr 16, 1943 
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Bremen, Germany Raid - Apr 17 1943 
 

The next mission flown was the next day to Bremen, Germany, Saturday April 17, 1943. 
The O'Hara crew had it's oxygen go out and had to abort their mission. They received no 
combat mission credit for this mission. For the first time, Robert H. Smith was flying as 
pilot for the 423rd on this mission and completed it for combat mission credit for he and 
his crew. 

 
Target: BREMEN GERMANY Industry Aviation (107 aircraft) - April 17, 1943 

 

 
Bremen Germany April 17, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"Bremen - This was a sad day for the 306th Group. A maximum effort of 26 A/C from 
here took off to bomb the Focke-Wulf plant. The 367th furnished seven A/C, of which 
two returned early. Of the remaining five, only one came home. The Group lost a total of 
ten A/C. The fighter opposition on our group was the heaviest and most persistent yet 
encountered. Eighty to 100 fighters were seen and most of them concentrated their 
attacks on this Group. Flak was extremely intense. In spite of this opposition the bombing 
results were good. S/Sgt. Edward J. Zabawa, togglier, and S/Sgt. Lamont J. Durfee, right 
waist gunner, both of Lt. Kenneth Reecher's crew, each received credit for destroying an 
FW 190. Reecher's was the only 367th plane to complete the mission and return. Crews 
returning early were: Lt. William McKearn and Lt. Richard K. O'Hara." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 

423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"This was the day of the most disastrous raid for the group. In all, ten crews and 100 men 
were lost. The target was the Focke Wulf plant at Bremen, Germany. The CBW 
(Combine Bomb Wing) was lead again by the 306th. Those participating from the 423rd 
were: Maj. John L. Lambert, our C.O., Capts. Pervis Youree and Maurice Salada, and 
Lts. Robert H. Smith, Warren George and Edwin Pipp. No opposition was met until we 
were on the bomb run, then everything popped loose at once. We encountered the most 
flak ever seen by anyone. It wasn't as concentrated or as accurate as at St. Nazaire, but 
there were many times as many bursts. In addition, enemy fighters were nearby and 
waiting for this moment, stepped in with a bang as at Antwerp two weeks earlier. In spite 
of all this, we did a good job on the target, demolishing our particular portion of the FW 
plants. 
 
However, Lt. George's plane hit badly by flak, and though under control, was seen to be 
on its way down. Capt. Youree did a particularly fine job on this trip, bringing his plane 
all the way from Bremen on a couple of badly overtaxed motors and with his control 
cables broken, and most of his hydraulics shot out. Lt. Leroy Sugg, through his own 
ingenuity, rigged up a way of tying the control cables to a parachute harness which could 
be operated from the cockpit. This played an important part in saving this plane and 
crew." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
From the 423rd Combat Diary the following was taken from an entry made on April 18, 
1943: 
 
"Because of our large recent losses, the group (306th) was made non-operational in order 
to give us time to train our new crews and to lick our wounds." 
 
"The balance of this month was spent receiving newly-arrived members of the 94th, and 
teaching them as well as our new crews, morning, noon and night. Classes begin at 8 in 
the morning and run until 10 at night, seven days a week." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
It was mid May before operations returned to regular missions. One mission by the 
Scarlet crew was flown on May 1st but was aborted.  
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306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

MISSION VIII BC 52  
TARGET - Bremen, Germany Focke-Wulf factory  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 26; 2 returned early (oxygen line, engine trouble); 1 
 landed away (Youree at Norwick); 10 did not return T/O: 0945 Bombing: 1259, 
 24500 ft  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Good; bursts seen in target area; fires in several buildings  
 Evasive action due to flak and persistent enemy attack prevents accurate bombing 
 runs  
WEATHER - clear  
FLAK - Extremely intense and accurate at target Scattered bursts from German islands 
 going in and out  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - Fighter opposition was as heavy as this group has 
 seen; attacks from 1200 to 1355 hours 80-100 E/A; single and twin-engined; some 
 were night fighters; attacks mostly frontal Twin-engined planes hung back from 
 attacks to jump stragglers E/A flew through their own flak to penetrate our 
 formations Attacks frontal from level or low Claims 8-1-1  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - 2 A/C down before target; 6 A/C down at target; 2 A/C 
 status not known A/C losses: 367BS: Harwood 42-9625 (MACR: declared dead), 
 Casey 41-24488 (MACR: evacuated to US), Watson 42-29658 (MACR: returned 
 to duty), Fortin 42-5394 (MACR: captured) 368 BS: Jankowski (42-3034), Lally 
 41-24467 (MACR 15525: evacuated to US), Gillogly 42-29631 (MACR 15524: 
 returned to military control), Miller 42-29643 (MACR 15523), Smiley 42-5251 
 (MACR: declared dead) 423BS: George 42-5171 (MACR 15444: KIA) 
 Observations from other pilots: Lally (41-24467) observed going down; #3 engine 
 on fire  - 3 chutes Smiley observed 1405 turning back toward coast of Germany - 
 4 chutes. A/C blew up 1000 ft. B-17 observed 1425 going down with #3 engine 
 burning George B-17 hit by FW into stabilizer before bombs away  
NOTES - Merchant ships, transports and naval vessels reported in environment of target  
 source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Only navigator Otis B. Tillery was missing from this crew that aborted due to a blown oxygen system 
 

 
Original Copilot, Robert H. Smith, flew his own plane on this mission 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara's aborted mission - Apr 17, 1943 
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On April 22, 1943 "At the Post Theatre the following awards were made: Distinguished 
Flying Cross to Capt. George R. Buckey and T/Sgt. Chester T. Wendoloski. Air Medals 
to 2nd Lts. Otis B. Tillery and Hugh E. Phelan, and S/Sgt. William H. Mountain. 
Oak leaf cluster to S/Sgt. Harold F. Strom." 
 
Lts. Tillery and Phelan along with S/Sgt. Mountain had now reached their tenth mission. 
S/Sgt. Strom probably got his Oak leaf cluster for reaching 15 missions. 
 
On April 30, 1943 "At the Post Theatre the following awards were made: Purple Heart to 
S/Sgt. Edward J. Zabawa. Air Medals to 1st Lt. George D. Bennett and Sgt. Harry A. 
McClellan. Oak leaf clusters to Capts. George R. Buckey and William S. Raper, 1st Lts. 
Richard K. O'Hara, William J. McKearn, John H. Dexter and Walter H. Coons, 2nd Lt. 
Hugh E. Phelan, T/Sgts. Harry M. Brown, Chester T. Wendoloski, George Klucick (2), 
S/Sgts. Edward J. Zabawa (2), Eugene E. Kennedy, Emil J. Miller, William J. Standish, 
William G. Hicks (2), William H. Mountain, Sgt. James J. Garris (2)." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 
It appears that Lts. O'Hara and Phelan along with Sgts. Mountain and Garris probably got 
their Oak leaf cluster for reaching 15 missions. 
 
St. Nazaire, France Raid - May 1, 1943 Aborted 
 
First mission flown in May by the Scarlet crew was on Saturday May 1, 1943 to St. 
Nazaire, France. It turned back at the English coast because of engine problems. This was 
the second straight mission by this crew that was aborted. 
 

 
Target: ST. NAZAIRE FRANCE Airfield (29 aircraft) - May 1, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"St. Nazaire - Six A/C participated, of which one returned early due to mechanical 
failure. The remaining five completed the mission and one aircraft is missing. T/Sgt. 
Julius Kliffer, waist gunner for Lt. Alden Mann, was killed in action. Wounded on the 
mission were T/Sgt. Leonard B. Kay, Philip B. Foster and Marcel St. Louis, all flying 
with Lt. Alden Mann were wounded. A 9/10 overcast resulted in bombing below our 
usual high standards. S/Sgt. Lamont Durfee of Lt. Frank Clemons' plane, downed an ME 
109. Other 367th crews in action were: Lts. Ferdinand H. Onnen, who completed the 
mission, and Lt. Richard K. O'Hara, who aborted." source: 367th Combat Diary 

 
306th Bomb Group Mission Report  

 
MISSION - VIII BC 53  
TARGET - Sainte-Nazaire, France U-boat base and shipyard 3  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 18; 3 aborts with engine out (2) and bad vibrating 
 engine (1) T/O: 0845 Bombing: 1126, 25000 ft Landing: 11 A/C at Prendrannock 
 at 1530 due to fuel shortage; 3 of these turned over the Service Command for 
 salvage due to extensive battle damage  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Bad due to overcast; Hits that could be observed were in 
 water or on land but short and to the right of the aiming point.  
WEATHER - Heavy overcast at target  
FLAK - Light and ineffective at target; on return over Brest Heavy  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - Light at target; less than 10 E/A 15-20 E/A over Brest 
 on return Claims: 8-0-0  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - Briscoe Tail gunner John Roller badly injured when oxygen 
 lines in tail severed by flak; seven separate wounds; burns from fire; also radio op 
 and ball turret wounded Man right waist gunner Kliffer killed by E/A over Brest  
 3 A/C lost over Brest: 42-29620 (Luby), 42-5422 (Pipp). 42-29784 (Wigginton) 
 down in water  
NOTES - Me110s dropped aerial bombs on formation Bad navigation lead formation 
 over Brest on return. Luby crew declared dead; MACR 15715 Pipp MACR 
 15619: Airplane crashed in water off Brest with all on board. Six men got out. 
 Four were in dinghy and picked up by Germans. 4 KIA Wigginton crew declared 
 dead; MACR 15635 source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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This mission was the first mission for Otis B. Tillery since he was wounded on March 28, 1943. 

 
However, he didn't get credit for it because it was aborted because of engine problems. It 
would be twenty eight more days before he would fly another mission making it two 
months since he was wounded. 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara's aborted mission - May 1, 1943 

 
Meaulte, France Raid - May 13 1943 
 
The next mission flown in May by five members of the original Scarlet crew was on May 
13, 1943 to Meaulte, France. They were in the Group's lead plane with pilot Col. Wilson. 
Richard K. O'Hara was flying as copilot with W. H. Mountain as radio operator, P. A. 
Fetkiw as ball turret gunner, M. E. Nelson as right waist gunner and J. J. Garris as left 
waist gunner. 
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Target: MEAULTE FRANCE Industry Aviation (88 aircraft) - May 13, 1943 

 

 
Meaulte, France May 13, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
 
"Meaulte, France - Five A/C participated in a very successful attack on the air frame 
factory. One A/C returned early due to oxygen failure, Lt. Thomas D. Ledgerwood. The 
remaining four completed the mission and returned safely, including Capt. Richard K. 
O'Hara with Lt. Col. J. W. Wilson as the formation leader, Lt. Alden Mann, Lt. William 
McKearn." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 
Also found in the 367th BS Combat Diary is the following dated May 13, 1943: 
 
"Richard K. O'Hara and Kenneth Reecher, squadron pilots, were promoted to captain as 
of 30 April 1943. Shubel J. Owen was promoted to captain as of 3 May, 1943." 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

MISSION - VIII BC 55  
TARGET - Avions Potez aircraft factory at Meaulte, France  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 24; 2 A/C abort: oxygen system failure (1), engine 
 out (1) T/O: 1315 Bombing: 1629 22000 ft Landing:  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Good; target appears to have received several direct hits; 
 large fires; huge clouds of smoke  
WEATHER - Clear with good visibility over target  
FLAK - Moderate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - Less than 10 E/A reported Skip bombing used by one 
 FW: flew in head-on dropped bomb 300 yards from A/C  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - B-17 (91st BG) seen to blow up just before target - 2 chutes  
 B-17 (91st BG) hit over target at 1638 going down under control - 1 chute  
NOTES - 2 Spitfire reported with German markings New runways in woods sighted near 
 Abbeville 2 new airdromes sighted between coast and Amiens Riordan reported 
 skip bomb exploded 25 yards from his right wing leaving two holes. Briscoe 
 reported holes in nose of A/C from bomb flipped at him. P-47 support good. 
 Pilots want more missions with fighter support. Maliszewski returned with bombs 
 - release failed to work. Check reported sandwiches provided for crew were 
 terrible source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Mountain, Fetkiw, Nelson, Garris - May 13, 1943 
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Kiel, Germany Raid - May 14 1943 
 

The next day, Friday May 14, 1943 a mission was flown to Kiel, Germany. Capt. O'Hara 
flew as pilot with a new crew. Lt. Phelan flew as bombardier on Capt. William Raper 
plane. Sgts. Mountain and Nelson flew with 1st Lt. F. H. Onnen and Sgt. Garris flew with 
1st Lt. William J. McKearn. Lt. Robert H. Smith flew for the 423rd as pilot. 
 

 
Target: KIEL GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (126 aircraft) - May 14, 1943 

 

 
Kiel, Germany May 14, 1943 
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Kiel, Germany May 14, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Kiel, Germany - Another successful attack, this time on the naval installations at Kiel. 
Six of our A/C participated and all returned safely and undamaged. The crews of Capt. 
Richard K. O'Hara and Lt. Ferdinand Onnen shared equal honors in numbers of E/A 
shot down. S/Sgt. Merle D. Causey and T/Sgt. John Walkenhorst of Capt. O'Hara's crew 
were credited with an ME 109. S/Sgts. Woodrow T. Mosbarger and Maynard Nelson of 
Lt. Onnen's crew each shot down an FW 190. S/Sgt. William Standish of Capt. William 
S. Raper's crew came through with an FW 190 destroyed. Lts. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, 
Alden Mann and William McKearn, and their crews also flew for 367th." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 

423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"This morning Capts. Raymond J. Check and Pervis E. Youree, and Lts. Ralph W. Jones, 
James E. Hopkins, Thomas E. Logan and Robert H. Smith took off to bomb the port 
installations at Kiel, Germany. This was our first raid on Kiel and we caught the Nazis 
with their pants down, for opposition from both flak and fighters was nowhere as intense 
as we had expected it to be. Our uninterrupted bomb run ensured good results, later 
proved by photos. About 50 FW 190s and ME 109s met us on the way out but caused us 
no real trouble and so we returned 100%." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara - May 14, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Phelan - May 14, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Mountain, Nelson - May 14, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Garris - May 14, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Robert H. Smith - May 14, 1943 
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Heligoland, Germany Raid - May 15 1943 
 

The next mission flown was the next day, Saturday May 15, 1943 to Heligoland, 
Germany a secondary target. Flying with Richard K. O'Hara were copilot Lt. L. L. 
Robinson, radio operator W. H. Mountain, ball turret gunner P. A. Fetkiw, waist gunner 
M. E. Nelson, waist gunner J. J. Garris and tail gunner H. F. Strom. Also flying on this 
mission was pilot Robert H. Smith. 
 

 
Target: HELIGOLAND ISLAND GERMANY Airfield (76 aircraft) - May 15, 1943 

 

 
Heligoland, Germany May 15, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
 
"Wilhelmshaven - Six A/C of this Squadron participated, of which three returned safely" 
Capt. Richard K. O'Hara, Lt. William J. McKearn and Lt. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister. 
Because of poor visibility, most planes dropped their bombs on Heligoland. The missing 
crews were: Lt. Frank B. Clemons, 1st. Lt. Alden T. Mann and 1st Lt. Gaylord C. 
Ritland. 
 
S/Sgt. J. J. Garris (with Capt. O'Hara) was credited one FW 190 destroyed: William G. 
Hicks and 2nd Lt. William H. Rice (with Lt. Fuhrmeister) were awarded probables on 
two FW 190s, and Jesse O. Wheeler (with Lt. McKearn), S/Sgt. Paul Fetkiw and S/Sgt. 
Harold F. Strom (with Capt. O'Hara) were accorded damaged E/A." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 

423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
 
"Lt. Robert H. Smith received his commission as 1st Lt. today. The target was the port 
installations at Wilhelmshaven. Those taking part from the 423rd were Capts. Raymond 
J. Check, Pervis E. Youree and Maurice Salada, and Lts. Ralph W. Jones, James E. 
Hopkins, Thomas E. Logan and Robert H. Smith. Due to heavy clouds over the target 
our group turned and bombed the airfield on Heligoland Island. We encountered little 
flak, but enemy fighters were there to meet us off the Frisian Islands. Three planes from 
the group were lost, but we remained unscathed." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
 

 
306th Bomb Group Mission Report  

 
MISSION - VIII BC 57  
TARGET - VIII BC 57 Heligoland Island  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 26; 3 did not return: Ritland 42-5055, Mann 42-
 29677, Briscoe 42-29477 T/O: 0743 Bombing: 1056, 23000 ft Landing: 1340  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Some in water, some hit installations on Island  
WEATHER - TARGET covered in clouds, but visibility good  
FLAK - Little to moderate and inaccurate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 50-60 E/A from 1045 - 1055; flat head-on attacks; 
 came in groups of 4-5 at a time Air-to-Air bombing continues. Check: 100 E/A - 
 yellow noses Furhmeister: 30 E/A; 1 direct attack from tail Claims: 2-0-0  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - Tail gunner - frostbite  
NOTES - Check reported B-17 in trouble on way to target under fighter attack - 3 chutes; 
 bombs would not release; bomb bay door would not close Check : check weather 
 before sending us out Ineffective smoke screen at target B-24 hit with flak, tail 
 came off, went straight down, no chutes, just after target Robinson: B-17 ditch 
 1143 at 53 40N, 4 10E Ritland 055 4 boats in convoy at 54 30 N, 5 45 E heading 
 250 Ritland 42-5055, MACR 16058 Mann 42-29677 MZCR 16060 Briscoe 42-
 29477 source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Loading List showing O'Hara, Robinson, Mountain, Strom, Nelson, Fetkiw, Garris May 15, 1943 

 
 

 
42-29666 Dearly Beloved Loading List showing Robert H. Smith May 15, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Robinson, Mountain, Fetkiw, Nelson, Garris, Strom - 

May 15, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Robert H. Smith - May 15, 1943 
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Lorient, France Raid - May 17 1943 
 
Two days later on Monday May 17, 1943 the next mission was flown to Lorient, France. 
Robinson, Mountain, Nelson, Garris and Strom was flying with Capt. O'Hara in the 367th 
BS. Robert H. Smith flew as pilot with the 423rd BS in this mission also. Flying in this 
mission with the 367th BS was copilot Flying Officer Berryman H. Brown who was with 
1st Lt. Z.D. Davis. However as indicated by the 367th Mission Report 1st Lt. Davis 
aborted his mission because of engine trouble. F/O B. H. Brown would not be credited 
with a combat mission but would soon become the last copilot that Capt. Richard K. 
O'Hara had prior to his retuning to the U.S. After he achieved pilot status, F/O B. H. 
Brown would be shot down over Germany and become a POW on July 29, 1943 along 
with his engineer Charles A. Sheffield, an original Scarlet crew member. 
 

 
Target: LORIENT FRANCE Naval U-boat base (118 aircraft) - May 17, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Lorient - Another very successful mission to the submarine installations. Four A/C 
participated, but one (1st Lt. Zias Davis) returned early because of mechanical failure. Lt. 
William J. McKearn, Capt. Richard K. O'Hara and 1st Lt. Ferdinand H. Onnen 
completed the mission and return safely." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"The target today was the sub pens at Lorient, France. Capts. Raymond J. Check, Pervis 
E. Youree and Maurice Salada and Lts. Ralph W. Jones, Thomas E. Logan and Robert 
H. Smith took off. With escort partway and flak and fighter opposition only moderate, it 
was successful and reasonably uneventful trip. Bombing was excellent and all planes 
returned." source: 423rd Combat Diary 

 
306th Bomb Group Mission Report  

 
MISSION - VIII BC 58  
TARGET - Lorient, France Uboat base and port area  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 24; 3 aborts: engine out (1), prop ran away (1), 
 bomb bay doors failed to open (1) T/O: 0912 Bombing: 1213, 23000 ft Landing: 
 1425  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Saw bombs fall in turntable to right of sub pens Bursts seen 
 all around sub pens  
WEATHER - Visibility good; clear at target  
FLAK - Moderate and ineffective flak was encountered at the French coast on the way to 
 the target Over target, very slight and inaccurate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 40-50 E/A attacked but concentrated on the next group  
 E/A pilots appeared to be inexperienced - would not close range Claims: 2-0-2  
NOTES - Belser saw B-17 going down right after target; another B-17 with 2 engines on 
 fire after target Magoffin also saw 2 B-17s going down Maresh saw 3 chutes out 
 of B-17 over target - A/C way behind; also saw convoy with 15 ships with 
 balloons at 1210, 49 55N, 3 5W Magoffin reported that flak put ball turret out  
 Wheeler reported 2 B-17s going down out of control, one exploded. Husband 
 reported 3 B-17s: one going down after target 5-6 chutes, 2 on fire at target  
 B-17s in trouble sighted between 1211 and 1220 O'Hara tried to radio B-17 in 
 trouble 15 miles southeast of Stark Point Smoke screens seen at target and Brest.  
 source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Robinson, Mountain, Nelson, Garris, Strom - May 17, 

1943 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 124 

 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing Fetkiw - May 17, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Robert H. Smith - May 17, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing F/O Berryman H. Brown - May 17, 1943 
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Kiel, Germany Raid - May 19, 1943 
 
Two days later on Wednesday May 19, 1943 the next mission was flown to Kiel, 
Germany. On this raid to Kiel, Germany Capt. Richard K. O'Hara flew as copilot with 
the commanding officer of the 368th Bomb Squadron Capt. John M. Regan. Other 
original Scarlet crew members serving with this composite crew were: Sgts. William H. 
Mountain, Paul Fetkiw, Maynard E. Nelson, James J. Garris and Harold F. Strom. 
 

 
Target: KIEL GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (103 aircraft) - May 19, 1943 

 
368th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Kiel and Flensburg - A maximum effort was call for and resulted in our most successful 
double header during the time that the 94th Group's two squadrons have been flying from 
our station. Our crews hit Kiel for the first time with great effect, and no losses. A 
dramatic photograph shows B-24s below us outlined against clouds of smoke from bomb 
burst along the docks. Capt. John M. Regan, squadron C.O., and Lts. Maxwell Judas, Leo 
S. McIntire, Robert R. Fryer, Toy B. Husband and George Paris made the trip. 
 
Meanwhile, the 94th was dropping its bombs neatly on the shipyard at Flensburg, and we 
took personal pride in their accuracy since it was our job to break them in for combat 
missions." source: 368th Combat Diary 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Kiel - Three A/C started on this mission to attack the Kiel shipbuilding yards. 1st Lt. 
Ferdinand H. Onnen, 1st Lt. Thomas F. Witt flew this mission for the 367th, while Lt. 
Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister aborted the mission at the enemy coast because of mechanical 
failure." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
 
"Again today, the target was Kiel, Germany. Maj. John L. Lambert, our C.O., led the 
squadron, followed by Capt. Maurice Salada, and Lts. Thomas E. Logan, Ralph W. 
Jones, James E. Hopkins and Robert H. Smith. The 94th, who were staying with us for 
training purposes, bombed Flensburg at the same time. Flak was heavier than on the 14th 
but still it was not as bad ad expected. We were also jumped by 50 E/A, but none of our 
planes was lost. Bombing results could not be determined since we dropped only 
incendiaries, and their effect is not immediately apparent. 2nd Lt. Jerroll E. Sanders, 
bombardier, was assigned to the 423rd today" source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Mountain, Fetkiw, Nelson, Garris, Strom -  

May 19, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Robert H. Smith - May 19, 1943 
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In the Wednesday May 19, 1943 issue of "The Stars and Stripes" it listed awards for the 
8th Air Force. Otis B. Tillery of York, Ala is shown to have gotten a Purple Heart for 
wounds received on March 28, 1943. 
 

 
May 19, 1943 Issue of Stars and Stripes 

 
Wilhelmshaven, Germany Raid - May 21, 1943 
 
On Friday May 21, 1943 the next mission was flown to Wilhelmshaven, Germany. Flying 
in the Group Lead Aircraft with Col. Wilson was Capt. O'Hara as copilot along with 
Mountain, Fetkiw, Nelson and Garris of the original Scarlet crew. The main story of 
this mission was the heroics of Lt. Robert H. Smith and his crew flying the Dearly 
Beloved. He was shot down in the North Sea after his crew shot down 11 enemy aircraft 
setting an all time record for the ETO. After spending 30 hours afloat all of the crew was 
rescued. 
 

 
Target: WILHELMSHAVEN GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (77 aircraft) - May 21, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Wilhelmshaven - This mission was led by the 367th ship of Capt. Richard K. O'Hara, 
with Lt. Col. J. W. Wilson as the Group commander. 1st Lt. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister and 
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1st Lt. Thomas F. Witt and their crews flew this mission, both bombing with Groups 
other than the 306th. Witt's plane was forced to land at an RAF field for refueling en 
route back from the target. Another 367th A/C reportedly returned early because of 
mechanical failure, but was not further identified. More than 100 fighters hit the 306th 
formation, causing three losses in other squadrons. E/A were credited to Lt. Walter Z. 
Morey, Witt's bombardier, and S/Sgt. J. J. Garris, a gunner for Capt. O'Hara, both being 
FW 190s." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 

423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
 
"2nd Lt. Ben G. Irons, bombardier, was assigned to the 423rd today. Five of our planes 
took off to bomb the docks at Wilhelmshaven. Capt. Maurice Salada returned early, but 
Lts. James E. Hopkins, Ralph W. Jones, Thomas E. Logan and Robert H. Smith 
continued, dropped their bombs, and eventually returned. But this is the story of Lt. 
Robert H. Smith and his crew. Trouble started for Smith when his ship was hit by flak 
over the target and two engines were out. From then, a straggler, he was jumped by 
fighters continuously until well out at sea. As many as five E/A frequently attacked at the 
same time. No. 4 engine went out and he went down to the deck. On three or more 
occasions his plane caught fire. One of the other of the crew members put each one out. 
Finally, all ammunition except in the top turret was exhausted. 
 
Smith ordered his men into the radio room to prepare for ditching. Two enemy fighters 
were still attacking, but they saw Smith's plane had stopped firing they merely coasted 
along to see the "kill". Once or twice one of these planes, a JU 88, would coast up to our 
craft and fire a few shots. Lt. Robert McCallum, copilot, seeing this stepped into the 
vacated top turret, and when he had the Heinie in his sight, let go a long burst. He got the 
JU 88 and thus became the only copilot in the ETO to shoot down an enemy fighter. But 
Smith had to ditch. This was done successfully, all members of the crew getting into their 
two dinghies before watching the Fort sink. They remained for 30 hours until picked up 
by British Air-Sea Rescue. During that running fight this plane was credited with 11 
certainly destroyed enemy fighters, a record for this theatre." source: 423rd Combat 
Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

MISSION - VIII BC 60  
TARGET - Wilhelmshaven, Germany Uboat base  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: 21; 4 aborts (engine failure - 2: Briscoe, Robinson, 
 lost formation - 2: Onnen, Salada); 3 did not return T/O: 0933 Bombing: 1243, 
 22000 ft Landing: 1600  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - Indeterminate because of evasive action, fierce ground and 
 aerial opposition and smoke screen at target  
WEATHER - Base: ground haze, light wind  
FLAK - Frisian Islands: ineffective; moderate to intense over target; flak ships, accurate  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 100-125 E/A; most attacks from nose or tail Claims: 
 10-6-3  



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 132 

WOUNDS, CASUALTIES - Tail gunner received 20mm fragments in both arms Waist 
 gunner .30 calibre wound in thigh Radio operator: 20mm in body, face, legs;  
 A/C 666: Pilot Smith (DFC) ditched in North Sea 1420; crew rescued after 30 
 hours in dinghy - no chutes A/C 23214: Judas (MACR 16173) going down under 
 control A/C 806 after target  
NOTES - Aerial bombs used again by E/A Lead group dropped bombs early, peeled off 
 run, exposing 306th Climb out much too soon - overcast spread formation  
 Wilson: very mission; should never have been flown Witt A/C (#815) landed at 
 fighter field Hutton Cranswick to refuel before returning to Thurleigh English 
 batteries at coast fired on returning formation - eight bursts Hopkins: pretty damn 
 rough mission source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
 

 
Lt. Robert H. Smith of the 423rd BS 

 
The following was on the back of this official 8th Army Air Corp picture: 
 
"This pilot Robert H. Smith of Lamesa, Texas, who brought his crew to a safe ditching in 
the North Sea where they were picked up after thirty hours afloat in their dingy. Before 
Flying a B-17, Smith worked as a meter and lineman for the Texas Electrical Service Co. 
of Odessa, Texas." 
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October 1943 Look Magazine Article 
 
The following article from the October 1943 Look Magazine describes the encounter that 
Robert H. Smith and Crew had on the Wilhelmshaven, Germany raid. 
 

 
October 1943 issue of Look Magazine 
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October 1943 issue of Look Magazine 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Mountain, Fetkiw, Nelson, Garris -  

May 21, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Robert H. Smith ditched - May 21, 1943 
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St. Nazaire, France Raid - May 29, 1943 
 
The last Mission for May was flown on Saturday May 29, 1943 to St. Nazaire, France. 
This is the first official combat mission for Lt. Otis B. Tillery, navigator since he was 
wounded on  March 28, 1943. He flew in the lead aircraft with Capt. Raper as lead 
navigator. Flying just behind him in the lead formation was Capt. Richard K. O'Hara with 
all of the original Scarlet crew except for Tillery and Phelan. F/O Berryman H. Brown 
flew as copilot with Lt. KcKearn on this mission also. 
 

 
Target: ST. NAZAIRE FRANCE Naval U-boat base (147 aircraft) - May 29, 1943 

 

 
St. Nazaire, France May 29, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"St. Nazaire - Five of our A/C participated, giving St. Nazaire a sound beating. All five 
A/C completed the mission and returned safely, including the crews of Capt. Richard K. 
O'Hara, Capt. William S. Raper, and 1st Lts. thomas D. Ledgerwood, William J. 
McKearn and Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister. Fighter opposition was meager, but once again air 
to air bombing was reported." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 

306th Bomb Group Mission Report  
 

MISSION - VIII BC 61  
TARGET - St. Nazaire Uboat base  
INFORMATION IN DETAIL - A/C: V T/O: 1330 Bombing: 1710, 25300 ft Landing: 
 1905  
RESULTS OF BOMBING - In target area; some in water  
WEATHER - Clear  
FLAK - FLAK at Guernsey but not firing at this group Heavy, intense and very accurate 
 at target  
ENCOUNTERS AND CLAIMS - 4-5 E/A on ground near target Saw few E/A crossing 
 French Coast in and out; did not encounter  
WOUNDS, CASUALTIES -  
NOTES - Paris saw 2 B-17s down after target - flak got both - 7 and 8 chutes respectively  
 source: 306th Bomb Group www.306bg.org/ 
 

 
Otis B. Tillery - Hyde Park 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Robinson, Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson,  

Garris, Strom - May 29, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Tillery - May 29, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing B. H. Brown - May 29, 1943 
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Scarlet on May 29, 1943 after 18 missions after a raid over St Nazaire, FR. 

(note the bombs painted on the nose) 
 
An article occurred in Tuesday June 1, 1943 issue of "The Stars and Stripes" about 
"Seven Fortress Gunners Share Record Bag of 11 Enemy Planes". 
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Wilhelmshaven, Germany Raid - Jun 11, 1943 
 
The first Mission for June was flown on Friday June 11, 1943 to Wilhelmshaven, 
Germany after the primary target Bremen was covered with clouds. The only one 
connected with the original Scarlet crew flying on this mission was F/O Berryman H. 
Brown who was copilot on Lt. McKearn aircraft. 
 

 
Target: WILHELMSHAVEN GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (168 aircraft) - June 11, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Bremen - Because of overcast, this Group attacked the secondary target at 
Wilhelmshaven. Lts. Thomas Witt, William McKearn, Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Lawrence 
Kooima, James Johnson and F/O Carl D. Brown piloted six 367th ships in the Group 
formation of 27 A/C. Lt Johnson and F/O Brown returned early because of mechanical 
failures. The other four A/C completed the mission and returned safely. Bombing results 
were just fair due to adverse weather conditions and the very effective smoke screen at 
the target. Seventy-five to eighty E/A were in the air but few attacks were pressed home. 
E/A again resorted to air to air bombing tactics with no success." source: 367th Combat 
Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing B. H. Brown - June 11, 1943 
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On June 12, 1943 the Distinguished Flying Cross was awarded to Robert H. Smith for 
his mission to Wilhelmshaven, Germany on May 21, 1943 and a Oak Leaf Custer to 
Hugh E. Phelan for serving as Group Bombardier for the May 19, 1943 mission to Kiel, 
Germany. Note: The date for Hugh E. Phelan should have been May 14, 1943. It was 
wrong on the official report dated 12 June 1943. 
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Bremen, Germany Raid - Jun 13, 1943 
 
The next mission flown in June was on Sunday June 13, 1943 to Bremen, Germany. Lt. 
Robinson and Lt. Tillery flew with Capt. O'Hara. Lt. Berryman H. Brown flew with Lt. 
McKearn. Lt. Robert H. Smith is back from his recuperation from his experience of May 
21st in the North Sea and flew on this mission to Bremen, Germany. This would be his 
seventeenth and last mission flown. He would be returned to the U.S. in early July. 
 

 
Target: BREMEN GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (122 aircraft) - June 13, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Bremen - On a mission to the submarine building works, this squadron furnished seven 
A/C of a total of 28 306th planes. All seven bombed the target and returned safely, 
including the crews of Capt. Richard K. O'Hara, Lts. Lawrence Kooima, James 
Johnson, William McKearn, Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister and Thomas Witt, and F/O C. D. 
Brown. Although the A/C from this squadron received flak damage, the results were 
satisfactory even though bombs were dropped through a very effective smoke screen laid 
down by the enemy. Lt. Witt's A/C was knocked out of formation when hit by flak, and 
although one engine was knocked out he managed to catch the formation again and 
returned safely to base." source: 367th Combat Diary 

 
423rd Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"The target to day was the dock area of Bremen. Maj. John L. Lambert, 423rd C.O., with 
Capt. Raymond J. Check, led the formation. Others were Lts. Leroy Sug, William H. 
Marcotte, Ralph W. Jones, Robert H. Smith, Roy C. Kelley, Frank M. Kackstetter and 
Thomas E. Logan. The weather was clear and the target could be seen, despite a 
considerable smoke screen. However, flak was a different story. This located us 
accurately and then just about the time we were ready to drop our bombs they sent up a 
heavy barrage which hit nearly every ship in the group, including all but two of our own. 
All planes dropped their bombs on the target, but Lt. Marcotte's plane could not keep up. 
He was last seen by us, going down under control, in the target area. At least eight chutes 
were seen." source: 423rd Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Robinson, Tillery - June 13, 1943 

 
 
 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 149 

 
 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing B. H. Brown - June 13, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Robert H. Smith - June 13, 1943 
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Huls, Germany Raid - Jun 22, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by the Scarlet crew was nine days later on Tuesday June 22, 
1943 to Huls, Germany. Flying with Capt. O'Hara was copilot, Berryman H. Brown; 
navigator, Otis B. Tillery; bombardier, Hugh E. Phelan; radio operator, William H. 
Mountain; engineer/top turret gunner, Charles A. Sheffield; ball turret gunner, Paul A. 
Fetkiw; right waist gunner, Maynard E. Nelson; left waist gunner, James J. Garris; and 
tail gunner, Harold F. Strom. Lt Laek L. Robinson was flying as pilot with his own crew. 
 

 
Target: HULS GERMANY Industry oil refinery (183 aircraft) - June 22, 1943 

 

 
Huls, Germany June 22, 1943 
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Huls, Germany June 22, 1943 

 

 
Huls, Germany June 22, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Huls - Twenty-four A/C of the 306th Group took off at 0635 hours to bomb the 
synthetic rubber plant at Huls, Germany. Capt. Richard K. O'Hara, Lts. Thomas Witt, 
Lawrence Kooima and James Johnson, and F/O Carl F. Brown and their crews 
represented the 306th. Our planes received flak damage. Bombing results were excellent 
in this, our first venture into Happy Valley. Lt. Johnson's ship failed to return." source: 
367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Brown, Tillery, Phelan, Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, 

Nelson, Garris, Strom - June 22, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Laek L. Robinson - June 22, 1943 
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Wangerooge Isle, Netherlands Raid - Jun 25, 1943 
 
On Friday June 25, 1943 three days later the next mission was flown to Wangerooge Isle, 
Netherlands. Capt. Richard K. O'Hara was flying as copilot with Lt. Col. Robinson the 
new Group Comander. Also flying with them was Otis B. Tillery, W. H. Mountain, C. A. 
Sheffield, P. A. Fetkiw, M.E. Nelson, and J. J. Garris. 
 

 
Target of Opportunity: WANGEROOGE ISLE NETHERLANDS (149 aircraft) - June 25, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Germany - Twenty-five A/C took off at 0550 to bomb Hamburg. There was a complete 
overcast over Germany, necessitating the bombing of a target of opportunity. Results of 
the bombing were not observed. One A/C failed to return, old #180, a veteran of 32 
missions and piloted by Lt. Thomas E. Logan, 423rd. Capt. Richard K. O'Hara's crew 
carried Lt. Col. George L. Robinson, The new Group commander, on his first mission 
with the 306th. Other crews from the 367th were Lts. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Thomas 
Witt, Lawrence Kooima and Leak L. Robinson. E/A opposition was considerable with 75 
to 100 planes attacking various 8th AF planes. The Group claims 4-5-2. Once again air to 
air bombing was reported. Two members of Lt. Kooima's plane were credited with 
downing FW 190s: S/Sgts. Fredeick E. Hutchinson and Stanley J. Couvillion." source: 
367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Tillery,  Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson,  

Garris - June 25, 1943 
 

Capt. O'Hara has a picture of something that was dropped from a FW 190. Note that they 
had a camera in the cockpit on the IR. 
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Tricqueville, France Raid - Jun 26, 1943 
 
The next day another mission was flown on Saturday June 26, 1943 to Tricqueville, 
France. Capt. O'Hara was mentioned in the 367th Combat Diary for this mission but no 
Interrogation Reports are available. It is assumed that his regular crew was with him on 
this mission. Lt. Laek L. Robinson was also on this mission.  
 

 
Target: TRIQUEVILLE FRANCE Airfield (39 aircraft) - June 26, 1943 

 

 
Triqueville, France June 26, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Triqueville - Capt. Richard K. O'Hara and Lts. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Thomas Witt, 
Lawrence Kooima and Laek L. Robinson participated in the mission. The 21 A/C took 
off at 1555 and two returned early. Bombing results were unobserved due to a violent 
attack just as bombs were away. Nine to 12 E/A dove from above on the formation out of 
the sun just as bombs were away. In all, about 25 FW 190s and ME 109s went through. 
The 306th claims were 4-2-0. Sgts. Hutchinson and Couvillion, stars of yesterday's 
encounter, again claim FW 190s destroyed. 
 
Although all aircraft returned to base, Capt. Raymond Check, 423rd pilot, was killed on 
his 25th mission, Lt. Col. J. W. Wilson, flying with Check, was severely burned. Three 
other crew members were injured, and Lt. Lionel Drew, bombardier, bailed out over 
France in the excitement." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 
St. Nazaire, France Raid - Jun 28, 1943 
 
Two days later the next mission was flown on Monday June 28, 1943 to St. Nazaire, 
France. Again Capt. O'Hara was mentioned in the 367th Combat Diary for this mission 
but no Interrogation Reports are available. It is assumed that his regular crew was with 
him on this mission. Lt. Laek L. Robinson was not mentioned as being on this mission. 
 

 
Target: ST. NAZAIRE FRANCE Naval U-boat base (158 aircraft) - June 28, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"St. Nazaire - Twenty-one aircraft took off at 1430 hours. Capt. Richard K. O'Hara, 
and Lts. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Thomas Witt, William McKearn and Lawrence Kooima 
flew for the 367th. Bombing results were good and all A/C returned safely. Flak was 
relatively light. E/A opposition was moderate. The Group claimed 3-0-0. Air to air 
bombing was unsuccessful. S/Sgt. R. J. Daly, tail gunner on Lt. Keith Conley's ship, was 
KIA." source: 367th Combat Diary 

 
Villacoublay, France Raid - Jun 29, 1943 
 
The next day another mission was flown on Tuesday June 29, 1943 to Villacoublay, 
France. Crew flying with Capt. O'Hara was copilot B. H. Brown, O. B. Tillery, P. A. 
Fetkiw, M. E. Nelson, W. H. Mountain and H. F. Strom. 
 

 
Target: VILLACOUBLAY FRANCE Airfield - June 29, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Villacoublay - Twenty-one A/C of the 306th took off at 1740 hours to bomb 
Villacoublay. The formation encountered 10/10ths clouds from LaHavre to the I.P., so 
returned to the base at 2200 hours with their bombs. Capt. Richard K. O'Hara and F/O 
Carl D. Brown flew for 367th. Although attacked by 25-20 E/A, all ships returned safely, 
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with claims of 0-4-0. There were no casualties. This was our second attempt in a week to 
get this target." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Brown, Tillery,  Mountain, Fetkiw, Nelson,  

Strom - June 29, 1943 
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The following announcement was in the 367th Combat Diary at the end of June 1943: 
 
"367th officers and enlisted men completing their 25-mission combat tours during the 
month were Capts. William J. McKearn and John H. Dexter, T/Sgt. George Klucick, and 
S/Sgts. James J. Garris, Chester Wendoloski and William G. Hicks." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 
Listed in the 423rd Decorations in June was Distinguished Flying Cross awarded to 
Robert H. Smith. source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
James J. Garris's Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 

1 1/27/1943 42-5180 Un-Named 
1st Lt. Warren George 

Jr.  x x 

2 2/2/1943 42-5171 Un-Named 
1st Lt. Warren George 

Jr.   x 
3 2/16/1943 42-30714 Hustlin' Sue Lt. Pervis E. Youree  x  
4 2/27/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

6 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
7 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
8 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
9 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

10 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
11 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
12 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 

13 4/16/1943 42-29554 
Maryland, My 

Maryland Lt. K. A. Reecher  x  
Aborted Mission 

Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 
Aborted Mission 

Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 
14 5/13/1943 42-5306 Un-Named Col. James W. Wilson  x  

15 5/14/1943 42-29794 Un-Named 
1st Lt. William J. 

McKearn  x  

16 5/15/1943 42-29794 Un-Named 
Capt. Richard K. 

O'Hara  x x 

17 5/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet 
Capt. Richard K. 

O'Hara  x  
18 5/19/1943 42-5306 Un-Named Capt. John M. Regan  x  
19 5/21/1943 42-5086 Un-Named Col. James W. Wilson  x  

20 5/29/1943 42-29894 Un-Named 
Capt. Richard K. 

O'Hara  x  

21 6/22/1943 42-29894 Un-Named 
Capt. Richard K. 

O'Hara  x  
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22 6/25/1943 42-29823 Un-Named Col. George Robinson  x  

23 6/26/1943  Un-Named 
Capt. Richard K. 

O'Hara    

24 6/28/1943  Un-Named 
Capt. Richard K. 

O'Hara    
25**        

*Note: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
 
Robert H. Smith was on a TWA flight from Prestwick, Scotland to LaGuardia Airport, 
New York on July 2, 1943. By my records he only had some sixteen combat flights by 
that time but had been shot down, received the DFC and his crew had set an all time 
record of downing eleven enemy aircraft on one flight. Robert H. Smith would be the 
first original crew member of the Scarlet to return to the U.S. 
 
Robert H. Smith's Seventeen Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/27/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
2 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
3 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

4 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
7 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
9 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
10 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
11 4/17/1943 42-29524 Meathound Lt. Robert H. Smith  x  
12 5/14/1943 42-29666 Dearly Beloved  Lt. Robert H. Smith  x  
13 5/15/1943 42-29666 Dearly Beloved  Lt. Robert H. Smith  x x 
14 5/17/1943 42-29666 Dearly Beloved  Lt. Robert H. Smith  x  
15 5/19/1943 42-29666 Dearly Beloved  Lt. Robert H. Smith  x  
16 5/21/1943 42-29666 Dearly Beloved  Lt. Robert H. Smith  x  
17 6/13/1943 42-29777 Peck's Bad Boys Lt. Robert H. Smith  x  

*Note: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
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Robert H. Smith Returns To The U. S. - Jul 2, 1943 
 

 

 
 
A number of newspaper articles in West Texas occurred during the May through July 
1943 time frame about Robert H. Smith of Lamesa, Texas. The first article occurred in 
the Abilene Reporter News on Friday May 14, 1943 just a week before his ill fated 
mission to Kiel, Germany. 
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West Texas Receive Awards For Valor 
Awards for valor and exceptional performance have been made six officers of this area 
for action with the United States Eighth Air Force in England, the War Department 
announced Friday. 
 
They are 1st Lt. William C. Butler, Brownwood; 1st Lt. Paul G. Williams, Dublin; 1st Lt. 
Jack W. Mathis, San Angelo (posthumous); 2nd Lt. William H. Springstun, Big Lake; S-
Sgt. Robert G. Adams, Stephenville; and 2nd Lt. Robert H. Smith, Lamesa. 

 
Abilene Reporter News - Friday May 14, 1943 

 

                                                                              
   Abilene Reporter News                                                                                       Amarillo Dailey News 
   Thursday, June 3, 1943                                                                                         Friday, June 4, 1943 
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West Texas' newest grand scale hero is 1st Lt. Robert H. Smith of Lamesa. The Flying 
Fortress piloted by Smith shot down 11 enemy planes over Wilhelmshaven. The plane 
was crippled and plunged into the North sea, but all aboard were rescued. 
 

 
Abilene Reporter News Sunday, June 6, 1943 

 
Among the Panhandle's service men, several names made the news last week. Robert H. 
Smith of Lamesa was announced in England as the pilot of a Fortress that set a new 
record for the European theater by shooting down 11 German fighter planes in a raid over 
Wilhelmshaven. 
 

 
Amarillo Globe, Tuesday, June 8, 1943 

 
WEST TEXAN, PALS BAG 11 NAZI PLANES - Col Curtis LeMay (right) of U.S. 
Army Air Forces, congratulates crew of a Flying Fortress that downed 11 German 
fighters before plunging into the North Sea. All were rescued 30 hours later. Left to right: 
Sgt. A. R. Adrain, Milwaukee, Wis.; Sgt. Clarence F. Buchanan, Fort Worth, Tex.; Sgt 
Aygnand Warminski, Hamtrack, Mich.; Sgt. Wayne J. Gray, Coraopolis, Pa.; 2nd Lt. Dan 
J. Barberis, North Bergen, N.J.; 2nd Lt. Robert McCallum, co-pilot, Omaha, Neb.; 1st Lt. 
Robert H. Smith, pilot, Lamesa, Tex. Three crewmen are still hospitalized. 

 
Abilene Reporter News Saturday, June 12, 1943 
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Valley Morning Star (Harlingen, Texas) Sunday, June 13, 1943 

 
Lamesa to Honor Hero of World War II Today 
Lamesa, June 14 - Dawson county, named for a hero in the Texas-Mexican war, planned 
to turn out tomorrow in honor of a Lamesa hero in World War II. 
Tomorrow is the 23rd birthday anniversary of first Lt. Robert H. Smith, but he won't be 
here for the bond-buying celebration staged in his honor. 
He is over in England where his Flying Fortress crew recently was credited with shooting 
down 11 German planes - a new record. On his crew were two other Texans, Billy J. 
Lamb of Belton and Clarence F. Buchanan of Fort Worth. Lamb got two of the Nazi 
planes and Buchanan one. 
One of Lamesa's newspapers, the Dawson County Courier, came out a day earlier this 
week so that the editor's desk could be cleared for "Robert H. Smith Day". In advertising 
and news columns of the current 15 page edition of the Courier, the photograph of the 
town's hero appeared 14 times. - Abilene Reporter News Tuesday Morning June 15, 1943 
 
Lamesa Turns Out to Purchase Bonds 
Lamesa, June 15 - Dawson county came out today for a bond buying celebration in honor 
of it's hero, Capt. Robert H. Smith of Lamesa. 
The captain observes his 23rd birthday anniversary today. He is in England where his 
Flying Fortress crew recently was credited with shooting down 11 German planes.. new 
record. - Abilene Reporter News Tuesday Evening June 15, 1943 
 
Lamesa Buys $50,000 Bond to Honor Hero 
Lamesa June 15 - Lamesa paid tribute to one of it's heroes, First Lt. Robert H. Smith, 
Tuesday by buying $50,000 in war bonds on his 23rd birthday. 
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Mrs. Smith was much in evidence on the streets and in banks and stores, urging all to 
buy. Women of the community had booths in banks and stores, selling to all who would 
buy. 
 
Flags flew from every business building and most residences. The goal was enough to 
buy a bomber, and citizens hoped the result would pay for a small bomber, anyway. 
Lieut. Smith's Flying Fortress crew is credited with shooting down 11 German planes - a 
new record. - Abilene Reporter News Wednesday Morning June 16, 1943 

 

       
Tuesday Morning June 15       Tuesday Evening June 15         Wednesday Morning Jun 17, 1943  
 
Air Hero's Wife Honored 
Mrs. Robert H. Smith whose husband piloted a Flying Fortress which set a new Allied 
record of eleven Nazi planes shot down in a single raid, is presented a bouquet by Lt. Col. 
Martin Burdette, commander of the West Texas Recruiting Center, during a visit at the 
3rd AAF Liaison Training Detachment at Lamesa. Captain Smith, a Dawson county boy, 
was honored on his 23rd birthday Tuesday with a county-wide bond buying celebration. 
- Abilene Reporter News Thursday Morning, June 17, 1943 
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Abilene Reporter News Thursday Morning, June 17, 1943 

 
Nantes, France Raid - Jul 4, 1943 
 
First mission flown in July was on Sunday July 4, 1943 to Nantes, France. Flying with 
Capt. O'Hara on his last mission was B. H. Brown, O. B. Tillery, W. H. Mountain, C. A. 
Sheffield, P. A. Fetkiw, M. E. Nelson and H. A. Strom. This mission was Capt. Richard 
H. O'Hara' 25th and completed his tour. Also on this mission was Lt. Laek L. Robinson 
but he had to abort it because of a run-a-way prop. 
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Target: NANTES FRANCE Industry Aviation (61 aircraft) - July 4, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Nantes - Despite strong fighter opposition, this Group celebrated Independence Day 
with a very successful attack on an aircraft factory at Nantes. Strike photographs show 
heavy concentration of bursts grouped on and around the aiming point. Immediately to 
the north about 12 direct hits on the factory buildings are seen, with at least a further 60 
burst immediately around the buildings. Stores and a light railway are among the 
incidental targets which probably sustained damage in the area. Ten burst were scattered 
among buildings close to and south of the factory. There is a general feeling among 
participants that there will be no need for a return engagement. Maj. William S. Raper, 
squadron commander, led the Group on this very successful mission. Other 367th pilots 
and crews were Capt. Richard K. O'Hara, Lts. Woodrow Thomas and Thomas Witt, 
and F/O Carl D. Brown. Although we had no fighter cover and E/A attacks were many, 
all A/C returned to base. No crew injuries were reported. Group score 7-2-3, with no 
claims made by 367th gunners." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O'Hara, Brown, Tillery,  Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw, Nelson,  

Strom - July 4, 1943 
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Notice on the Interrogation Form the number 25 by O'Hara's name. This indicated that he 
had completed 25 combat missions and completed his tour. He would soon be returning 
to the U.S. 
 

      
Any one completing 25 missions was thrown into the base pond. Richard K. O'Hara July 1943 

 

 
After 25 missions, the pilot and crew also received rest & relaxation at an English estate. 
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Michael B. O'Hara, son of Richard K. O'Hara, acknowledges that this mission was the 
last for his Dad. "Dad flew his 25th, non-escorted mission from Thurleigh to Nantes, 
France." 
 
Caen, France Raid - Jul 10, 1943 
 
The next mission flown was on Saturday July 10, 1943 to Caen, France. Flying with Lt. 
Laek L. Robinson was W. H. Mountain. Flying with Lt. D. Fuhrmeister was P. A. 
Fetkiw.  
 

 
Target: CAEN FRANCE Airfield (34 aircraft) - July 10, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Caen - Twenty-five A/C of this Group plus two YB-40s took off at 0540 hours. Because 
of the 10/10th clouds over the primary, the secondary target, Caen/Carpiquet A/F was 
bombed. Meager to moderate flak was encountered, but there was no E/A opposition. 
Strike attack photographs show an extremely heavy concentration of bombs almost 
completely blanketing the main area of buildings containing barracks, officers' quarters, 
hospital and mess hall. A secondary concentration of bombs is seen to have fallen on the 
eastern part of the bomb storage area, and one direct hit is seen on the railroad northeast 
of the airfield. Considering the poor visibility and the short, 10-second bomb run, this 
bombing quite good. All A/C returned safely. The 367th was represented by Lts. Laek L. 
Robinson, thomas Witt, Lawrence Kooima, Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Woodrow Thomas 
and F/O Carl D. Brown." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson,  Mountain - July 10, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Fetkiw - July 10, 1943 
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Villacoublay, France Raid - Jul 14, 1943 
 
On Wednesday July 14, 1943 the next mission flown by some of the original Scarlet crew 
was to Villacoublay, France. Otis B. Tillery flew as navigator with Capt. K. A. Reecher. 
Charles A. Sheffield flew with Lt. F. H. Onnen. Lt. Laek L. Robinson flew as pilot. 
 

 
Target: VILLACOUBLAY FRANCE Industry Aviation (101 aircraft) - July 14, 1943 

 

 
Villacoublay Air Field - July 14, 1943 
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Villacoublay Air Field - July 14, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Villacoublay - Twenty-four A/C took off at 0540 hours to bomb A/F at Villacoublay. 
Bombing results were excellent on the aircraft repair, assembly shops and airfield. PRU 
photographs show that severe damage has been inflicted on a large double hangar, two 
workshops, and four single hangars on the eastern edge of the field. This damage appears 
to have been the results, but the concentration of craters in the vicinity is so great that 
some may be the result of H/E blast and fire. The center section of a large triple hangar 
received three direct hits. In the double hangar, which was demolished, and the adjoining 
workshop, the remains of fourteen A/C can be seen among the debris. Eleven A/C are 
seen near craters and probably sustained bomb damage. In the area containing JU 52 
hangars and repair shops several direct hits and much blast damage is evident. In addition 
to 420 craters seen within the boundaries of the airfield, a further 30 bombs fell on the 
possible bomb storage in the woods east of the airfield. Flak was moderate but covered 
almost the entire route. The 367th pilots participating were Capt. Kenneth Reecher, and 
Lts. Thomas Witt, Laek L. Robinson, Ferdinand Onnen, Lawrence Kooima and 
Woodrow W. Thomas. All A/C returned safely." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Tillery - July 14, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing C. A. Sheffield - July 14, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson - July 14, 1943 
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Zwolle, Netherlands Raid - Jul 17, 1943 
 
The next mission flown was on Saturday July 17, 1943 to Hanover, Germany. Both Lt. 
Laek L. Robinson and Lt. Berryman H. Brown flew as pilots on this mission. However 
because of cloud cover the 306th was recalled at Zwolle, Netherlands. The formation was 
attacked by E/A on their return. Ironically, this was the same day that Capt. Richard K. 
O'Hara was flying back to the U.S from Prestwick, Scotland on TWA. 
 

 
Target: HANNOVER GERMANY City (33 aircraft) - July 17, 1943 

Turned back at Zwolle, Netherlands 
 

367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"Hanover - Twenty-eight A/C of this Group took off at 0745 hours to bomb a synthetic 
rubber plant. Eight A/C returned early, and the remaining 20 were recalled and turned 
back five miles SE of Zwolle at 1003 hours. 10/10th clouds were present over Holland at 
the time of recall. About 30 E/A, mostly ME 109s, and some FW 190s attacked at 1000 
hours after the formation turned back over the Zuider Zee. Attacks continued until mid-
Channel at 1025 hours, some few hanging on almost to the English Coast. Most attacks 
seemed to be concentrated on the 92nd Bomb Group rather than on the 306th. No bombs 
were dropped by us. Our claims were 3-0-0. All A/C returned safely to base. 
Unfortunately, we must consider this a wasted effort. Capt. Kenneth Reecher, Lts. 
Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Laek L. Robinson, Woodrow W. Thomas, Lawrence Kooima, 
and F/Os Carl D. Brown and Berryman H. Brown and crews of the 367th flew with the 
composite group." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Richard K. O'Hara Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/26/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Raymond J. Check  x  
2 2/27/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
3 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

4 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara x   
7 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara x   
8 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara x   
9 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

10 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
11 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 

12 5/13/1943 42-5306  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
13 5/14/1943 42-3087  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
14 5/15/1943 42-29794  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
15 5/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
16 5/19/1943 42-5306  Capt. John M. Regan  x  
17 5/21/1943 42-5086  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
18 5/29/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
19 6/13/1943 42-5306  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
20 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara x x  
21 6/25/1943 42-29823  Col. George Robinson x x  
22 6/26/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara x   
23 6/28/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara x   
24 6/29/1943 42-5766  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara x x  
25 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara x x  

*Note: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
 
Richard K. O'Hara Returns To The U. S. - Jul 19, 1943 
 
"After his 25th raid, Richard K. O'Hara left Scarlet in England and returned to Dalhart, 
TX on August 23, 1943."   
 
He left Prestwick, Scotland on July 17, 1943 and arrived at New York on July 19, 1943 
on a TWA  and a month later he was at a training base in Dalhart, TX serving as an 
instructor. He was able to stop by his home in Cortland, NY for a short visit before his 
new assignment at Dalhart, TX. 
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TWA Passenger List Showing Richard K. O'Hara - July 18, 1943 

 
An award of an Oak Leaf Cluster to Hugh E. Phelan's Air Medal was announced in the 
Stars and Stripes on Wednesday July 21, 1943 by the 8th Air Force. 
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Some nineteen days after Robert H. Smith returned to the U.S. and some 39 days after it 
appeared in The Stars and Stripes the following article occurred in a U.S. newspaper. 
 
Distinguished Flying Cross to Lamesan 
The Distinguished Flying Cross has been awarded 1st Lt. Robert H. Smith of Lamesa for 
action with the United States Army Eighth Air Force, the War department has 
announced. 
Establishing a new record for the European theater of operations. Lieutenant Smith shot 
down 11 enemy planes over Wilhelmshaven in May in the Flying Fortress of which he 
was pilot. His ship, the Flying Circus, was badly hit and plunged into the North Sea, after 
the sky was cleared of Nazi planes but all the crew were saved. 
A veteran of 15 raids, the 22 year-old Lieutenant was awarded the Air Medal for valor 
and exceptional performance in combat duty over Europe, May 14. He left for England in 
December, 1942. - Abilene Reporter News Wednesday Evening July 21, 1943. 
 

 
Abilene Reporter News Wednesday July 21, 1943 

 
Kassel, Germany Raid - Jul 28, 1943 
 
The next mission flown was on Wednesday July 28, 1943 to Kassel, Germany. Lt. Laek 
L. Robinson and F/O Berryman H. Brown was flying on this mission. 
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Target: KASSEL GERMANY Industry Aviation (58 aircraft) - July 28, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Kassel, Germany - Twenty-three A/C took off to bomb an aircraft component works. 
Seven A/C returned early and 16 successfully bombed the target. This was the first time 
nickles were carried, and 84,500 of them were dropped in the target area. Lts. Jack Harris 
and Stephen Peck of the 423rd Squadron failed to return, while three A/C crash landed in 
England. Lt. Woodrow W. Thomas crashed his plane at Hawkinge with two engines out, 
and Lt. Lawrence Kooima crashed his plane at Framlingham (390 BG). F/O Carl D. 
Brown aborted the mission with two engines out. Other crews flying for the 367th were: 
Capts. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Kenneth Reecher and Thomas Witt, Lts. Laek L. 
Robinson and William J. Cunningham , and F/O Berryman H. Brown." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 
Kiel, Germany Raid - Jul 29, 1943 
 
The next mission flown was on Thursday July 29, 1943 to Kiel, Germany. Unfortunately, 
aircraft 42-5766 being flown by Berryman H. Brown on his ninth combat mission and 
who was the third copilot of Richard K. O'Hara, was shot down over Kiesby, Germany 
after bombing Kiel, Germany. Riding as engineer/top turret gunner was Charles A. 
Sheffield an original Scarlet crew member flying his eighteenth confirmed combat 
mission. Due to unavailable Interrogation Reports or Loading Lists in July 1943, Charles 
Sheffield could have been on as much as his twenty second mission. Eight of the crew 
survived the crash including Berryman H. Brown and Charles A. Sheffield. They were 
captured and became POWs. Two others, Ball Turret Gunner Harry Lofgren and Waist 
Gunner Eric Newhouse was killed in action.  
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F/O Berryman H. Brown, Copilot - Pilot, Nine Missions Shot Down 
Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 

Aborted 
Mission 

Turned Back 5/17/1943 127  1st Lt Z. D. Davis  x  
1 5/29/1943 794  Lt. McKearn  x  
2 6/11/1943 794  Lt. McKearn  x  
3 6/13/1943 794  Lt. McKearn  x  
4 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 6/29/1943 42-5766  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
7 7/17/1943   F/O Berryman H. Brown x   
8 7/28/1943   F/O Berryman H. Brown x   
9 7/29/1943 42-5766 Un-Named F/O Berryman H. Brown x   

*Note: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
 
T/Sgt Charles A. Sheffield, Engineer/TT Gunner, Eighteen Missions Shot Down 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/16/1943 42-5171  1st. Lt. Ralph W. Jones  x  
2 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

3 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
4 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
6 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
7 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
9 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 

10 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
Aborted Mission 

Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 
11 5/29/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
12 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
13 6/25/1943 42-29823  Col. George Robinson  x  
14 6/26/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
15 6/28/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
16 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
17 7/14/1943 42-30175  1st Lt. F. H. Onnen  x  
18 7/29/1943 42-5766 Un-Named F/O Berryman H. Brown x   

*Note: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
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Target: KIEL GERMANY Naval U-boat yards (139 aircraft) - July 29, 1943 

 

 
Kiesby, Germany Northwest of Kiel, Germany July 29, 1943 

Site of the crash of aircraft 42-5766 and capture of Charles A. Sheffield 
& Berryman H. Brown 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Kiel, Germany - The 367th furnished six of the 18 A/C taking off from this base to 
bomb the submarine building area at Kiel. Five A/C returned early, including Capt. 
Kenneth Reecher, Lts. Ferdinand Onnen and William J. Cunningham of the 367th. 
Thirteen A/C bombed the primary target. Four A/C failed to return, with the 369th 
Squadron suffering its first loss in 41 missions, when Lts. Donald Winters and Keith 
Conley were shot down. The 367th lost two planes: F/O Berryman H. Brown and Carl 
D. Brown. Those missing from the 367th were: 
 
F/O Berryman H. Brown, 2nd Lts. Ewald W. Benson, Edgar P. Fergon, George J. Beyer, 
T/Sgt. Charles A. Sheffield, S/Sgts. Charles M. Roberts, Eric Newhouse, Charles H. 
Clark, and Sgts. Joseph J. Thompson and Harry W. Lofgren. 
 
F/O Carl D. Brown, 2nd Lt. Roy Y. Padgett, 1st Lts. John G. Fogarty and Robert L. 
Alexander, T/Sgts. Graham W. Diggs and Earl W. Nolen, S/Sgts. Perry G. Pedersen, 
Larry D. McCoy and Jesse O. Wheeler and Sgt. James C. Seigler." source: 367th Combat 
Diary 
 

 
Charles Sheffield - Engineer/Top Turret Gunner 

 
MODEL SERIAL # A/C NAME GROUP SQUADRON MACR REPORT # 
B-17F 42-5766    306BG     367BS  120 
Notes: 42-5766 Delivered: Long Beach 31/12/42; Salina 8/1/43; Brookley 8/3/43; 
Morrison 10/4/43; Assigned: 367BS/306BG [GY-G] Thurleigh 2/6/43; MIA Kiel 29/7/43 
Pilot: Berryman Brown, Co-Pilot: Ewald Benson, Navigator: Edgar Fergon, 
Bombardier: George Beyer, Engineer / Top Turret Gunner: Chas Sheffield, Radio 
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Operator: Joe Thompson, Waist Gunner: Chas Clark, Tail Gunner: Chas Roberts 
(8POW); Ball Turret Gunner: Harry Lofgren, Waist Gunner: Eric Newhouse (2KIA); 
Enemy aircraft, crashed Kiesby, near Suderbrarup, Germany. l MACR 120. 
Source: B-17 Master Log - Dave Osbourne 
 
T/Sgt.Charles A.Sheffield - B-17 306th Bomb Group 
Prisoner of War - Stalag 17B  
From: North Carolina 

U.S Military Personnel Who Were Prisoners of War During WWII In European Theater 
And who were returned Alive 

                                                Date Of     Date Of 
                                                Capture     Return  
Name                         Grade   Da Mo Y  Da Mo Y 
Charles A Sheffield    T/SGT   29  07  3   03  07  5 
 
The following appeared in the Combat Diaries for the 367th and 423rd Bomb Squadrons 
respectively for the month of July 1943: 
 
"Those completing their combat tours, 25 missions, for the 367th during July were: Capt. 
Richard K. O'Hara, T/Sgts. Paul Fetkiw, Harold Strom, Harry M. Brown, William 
H. Mountain, Harold Nelson and William Standish." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 
"Those completing their 25 missions, during the month (July) for the 423rd were: 
Lt. James E. Hopkins   T/Sgt. Leon L. Bamforth 
Lt. Ralph W. Jones   T/Sgt. Raymond Stymacks 
Lt. Roy C. Kelley   S/Sgt. James H. Hobbs 
Lt. David A. Steele, Jr.  S/Sgt. Maynard Nelson 
Lt. Leroy C. Sugg   S/Sgt. Walter Piotrowski 
     S/Sgt. Ray J. Smith" source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
T/Sgt Paul A. Fetkiw, Ball Turret Gunner, Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/16/1943 42-5180  Capt. Maurice Salada  x  
2 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

3 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
4 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
6 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
7 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
9 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
10 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 
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Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

11 5/13/1943 42-5306  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
12 5/15/1943 42-29794  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
13 5/17/1943 42-3127  1st Lt. F. H. Onnen  x  
14 5/19/1943 42-5306  Capt. John M. Regan  x  
15 5/21/1943 42-5086  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
16 5/29/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
17 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
18 6/25/1943 42-29823  Col. George Robinson  x  
19 6/26/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
20 6/28/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
21 6/29/1943 42-5766  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
22 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
23 7/10/1943 42-29959 Red Fury 1st Lt. D. Fuhrmeister  x  

24**     x   
25**     x   

Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
** Indicates missions that were flown in July 1943 but Interrogation Reports were unavailable. 
 
T/Sgt Harold F. Strom, Tail Gunner, Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/2/1943 41-24460 Un-Named Capt. Robert W. Smith    x 
2 2/4/1943 41-24460 Un-Named Capt. Robert W. Smith  x  
3 2/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Raymond J. Check  x  
4 2/27/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

6 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
7 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
8 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
9 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
10 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
11 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
12 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
13 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

14 5/15/1943 42-29794 Un-Named Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
15 5/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
16 5/19/1943 42-5306 Un-Named Capt. John M. Regan  x  
17 5/29/1943 42-29894 Un-Named Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
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18 6/22/1943 42-29894 Un-Named Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
19 6/26/1943  Un-Named Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
20 6/28/1943  Un-Named Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
21 6/29/1943 42-5766 Un-Named Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
22 7/4/1943 42-29894 Un-Named Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

23**     x   
24**     x   
25**     x   

Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
** Indicates missions that were flown in July 1943 but Interrogation Reports were unavailable. 
 
T/Sgt William H. Mountain, Radio Operator, Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/2/1943 41-24460 Un-Named Capt. Robert W. Smith    x 
2 2/4/1943 41-24460 Un-Named Capt. Robert W. Smith  x  
3 2/16/1943 42-5180  Capt. Maurice Salada  x  
4 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

5 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
7 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
9 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

10 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
Aborted Mission 

Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 
Aborted Mission 

Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 
11 5/13/1943 42-5306  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
12 5/14/1943 42-5826  1st Lt. F. H. Onnen  x  
13 5/15/1943 42-29794  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
14 5/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
15 5/19/1943 42-5306  Capt. John M. Regan  x  
16 5/21/1943 42-5086  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
17 5/29/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
18 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
19 6/25/1943 42-29823  Col. George Robinson  x  
20 6/26/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
21 6/28/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
22 6/29/1943 42-5766  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
23 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

24 7/10/1943 42-29554 
Maryland, My 

Maryland Lt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
25**     x   
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Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
** Indicates missions that were flown in July 1943 but Interrogation Reports were unavailable. 
 
S/Sgt Maynard E. Nelson, Waist Gunner, Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 2/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Raymond J. Check  x  
2 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

3 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
4 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
6 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
7 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
9 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
10 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

11 5/13/1943 42-5306  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
12 5/14/1943 42-5826  1st Lt. F. H. Onnen  x  
13 5/15/1943 42-29794  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
14 5/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
15 5/19/1943 42-5306  Capt. John M. Regan  x  
16 5/21/1943 42-5086  Col. James W. Wilson  x  
17 5/29/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
18 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
19 6/25/1943 42-29823  Col. George Robinson  x  
20 6/26/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
21 6/28/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
22 6/29/1943 42-5766  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
23 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
24 7/10/1943 42-29959 Red Fury 1st Lt. D. Fuhrmeister  x  

25**     x   
Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
** Indicates missions that were flown in July 1943 but Interrogation Reports were unavailable. 
 
James J. Garris, waist gunner, was the first to complete his 25 missions and finished his 
tour in June. Five more of the original crew of the Scarlet (O'Hara, pilot, Fetkiw, ball 
turret gunner, Strom, tail gunner, Mountain, radio operator, Nelson, waist gunner) 
completed their combat tour of 25 missions during July.  Robert H. Smith, copilot and 
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later pilot was the first to return to the U. S. on July 2, 1943 without finishing his tour. He 
was shot down and rescued qualifying him to return to the U.S. Charles A. Sheffield, 
engineer, was shot down in another plane on July 29th and was captured.  
 
There are three missions in March, two in June and five missions in July that presently 
don't have Interrogation Reports readily available in which to verify all 25 combat 
missions for the above list of men. I have located records where Robert H. Smith (July 2, 
1943), Richard K. O'Hara (July 18, 1943), Harold F. Strom and Paul A. Fetkiw (August 
10, 1943), and Maynard E. Nelson (December 11, 1943) returned to the U.S. I have not 
found a record of the return for the other two eligible Scarlet crew men Garris, and 
Mountain. Given this, then only Otis B. Tillery, navigator and Hugh E. Phelan, 
bombardier still remain to complete their 25 missions by the end of July 1943. Of course 
Charles A. Sheffield, engineer, being a POW at this time will not return until after the 
War in 1945. Also, Laek L. Robinson, the copilot/pilot who took Robert H. Smith's 
place also remain to complete his 25 missions. 
 
After arriving in New York City on July 18, 1943 Richard K. O'Hara had about a 30 day 
furlough in which he paid a short visit to his home in Cortland, NY to see his wife and 
family. Michael B. O'Hara continues: 

 
Sunday August 8, 1943, Dad was welcomed home to Cortland, NY with a parade through town. Here 
he is in his dress-whites with Cousin Kane (to his right), Sweetie Kane (cousin, young girl), Mom (in 
front) and Ceilia O'Hara (Dad's Mother, in dark dress).  
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Here he is in his dress-whites with Marg O'Hara (sister-in-law, left), Father Tom (Uncle) and Sweetie 

Kane, young girl). 
 

Sgts. Fetkiw and Strom Returns To The U.S. - Aug 10, 1943 
 
On August 10, 1943 Sgts. Strom and Fetkiw  flew back to New York together on TWA. 
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Gelsenkirchen, Germany Raid - Aug 12, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an original Scarlet crew member was on Thursday August 12, 
1943 to Gelsenkirchen, Germany by bombardier 1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan. Lt. Laek L. 
Robinson also flew as pilot on this mission. 
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Target: BOCHUM GERMANY Industry benzol (133 aircraft) - August 12, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Reckinghausen - Six A/C of this Squadron piloted by Capt. Kenneth Reecher, Lts. Laek 
L. Robinson, Woodrow W. Thomas, Lawrence Kooima, Ferdinand Onnen and William 
J. Cunningham participated in this mission. Bombing results were fair. The warehouse 
area along the railroad, as well as suburbs of the city proper, was hit. Strong E/A 
opposition from 125 to 150 planes, as well as heavy A.A. fire was encountered. Of the 16 
A/C from this Group that succeeded in bombing, 14 received varying degrees of A.A. 
damage. The 367th plane of Lt. William J. Cunningham failed to return." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Hugh E. Phelan - Aug 12, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson - Aug 12, 1943 
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Flushing, Netherlands Raid - Aug 15, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on Sunday August 15, 1943 to 
Flushing, Netherlands by pilot 1st Lt. Laek L. Robinson. 
 

 
Target: VLISSINGEN NETHERLANDS Airfield (91 aircraft) - Aug 15, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Flushing - Our Squadron furnished seven of the 20 planes attacking Flushing, the 
secondary target on this date. Results were only fair, with hits scored on the railway 
sidings southeast of the airfield, and in the area north of the outer and inner harbors. 
About 17 bursts were noted on the airfield itself. There was no E/A opposition and AA 
fire was meager and inaccurate. All A/C returned safely, with no battle damage. Capts. 
Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister and Thomas Witt, Lts. Woodrow Thomas, Laek L. Robinson, 
Lawrence Kooima, Ferdinand Onnen and Zias D. Davis participated for the 367th." 
source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson - Aug 15, 1943 
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Paris, France Raid - Aug 16, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an original Scarlet crew member was on Monday August 16, 
1943 to Paris, France by bombardier 1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan. Lt. Laek L. Robinson was 
also flying in this mission. 
 

 
Target: Le Bourget Airfield Paris, France - August 16, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Le Bourget A/F - Col. George L. Robinson, commanding officer of the Group, led the 
102nd Provisional Combat Wing on this very successful mission. The 367th sent seven 
A/C, piloted by Capts. Thomas Witt and Kenneth Reecher, Lts. Zias D. Davis, Ferdinand 
Onnen, Lawrence Kooima, Woodrow W. Thomas and Laek L. Robinson. All A/C 
bombed and returned safely base without injury to crew or damage to A/C. Bombing 
results on storage depot at Le Bourget were excellent. PRU photos show that the storage 
hangars and station buildings suffered very severe damage, and over 600 craters were 
spread evenly from east to west on the airfield. Machine and repair shops, adminstration 
buildings, and the barracks area on the east, west and south sides of the airfield received 
hits. Sgt. Edward E. Kennedy completed his 25th mission." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing H. E. Phelan - Aug 16, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson - Aug 16, 1943 
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Schweinfurt, Germany Raid - Aug 17, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an Scarlet crew member was on Tuesday August 17, 1943 to 
Schweinfurt, Germany by navigator 1st Lt. Otis B. Tillery who was flying as Bomb 
Group lead Navigator. This was the first raid on Schweinfurt's Ball Bearing Factories 
made famous by the movie Twelve O'Clock High. Also flying in this mission was Lt. 
Laek L. Robinson. 
 

 
Target: Schweinfurt, Germany - August 17, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Schweinfurt - Maj. William S. Raper, squadron commander, flying with Capt. Thomas 
Witt as copilot, led the Group on this mission. Other members of the 367th included Maj. 
George R. Buckey, flying with Capt. Kenneth Reecher as co-pilot, Capt. Dinwiddie 
Fuhrmeister, Lts. Ferdinand Onnen, Zias D. Davis, Laek L. Robinson, Woodrow W. 
Thomas and Lawrence Kooima. All A/C returned safely to base. 
 
Chalk up still another 100 per cent mission for Major Henry Schmidt, Group Engineering 
officer. Bombing results were good, showing many hits on the factory buildings, as well 
as on barracks and residential areas in the town proper. AA fire was meager, but E/A 
opposition was strong, from approximately 100-150 E/A, mostly FW 190s. The claims of 
this Group were 24 E/A destroyed. S/Sgt. Walter R. Clark, ball turret gunner for Capt. 
Fuhrmeister, was credit with an ME 109." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O. B. Tillery - Aug 17, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson - Aug 17, 1943 
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Brussels, Belgium Raid - Aug 19, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an original Scarlet crew member was on Thursday August 19, 
1943 to Brussels, Belgium by navigator 1st Lt. Otis B. Tillery. 
 

 
Target: VLISSINGEN NETHERLANDS Airfield (55 aircraft) - August 19, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Flushing - Because of steadily increasing clouds obscuring the primary target, the 
secondary was bombed with poor results. Strike photos show approximately thirty bursts 
in and near the northeast dispersal area, with approximately seven burst in a bomb 
storage area. There were 11 direct hits on the Vlissengen/Middleburg Railroad, with at 
least 122 burst straddling the Walcheren Canal. No E/A opposition and very meager AA 
fire. No battle damage. Capt. Thomas Witt and Lts. William Tackmier, Ferdinand Onnen, 
Zias D. Davis and Lawrence Kooima flew for the 367th Squadron." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing O. B. Tillery - Aug 19, 1943 
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On August 23, 1943 the B-17 42-5720 "Scarlet" which Richard K. O'Hara and crew flew 
from the U.S. into combat back on January 16, 1943 was transferred from the 
367thBS/306BG  to the 544thBS/384BG.  
 
Michael B. O'Hara continues: 
 
"After Dad completed his missions (25 unescorted; later B17s ran 35 missions escorted), 
Scarlet was transferred to the 384th BG/544th BS on August 23, 1943, at Grafton 
Underwood, England, and was assigned to Lester Aufmuth."  
 
Villacoublay, France Raid - Aug 24, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on Tuesday August 24, 1943 to 
Villacoublay, France by navigator, 1st Lt. Otis B. Tillery and bombardier, 1st Lt. Hugh 
E. Phelan. Both were flying as Group Lead Navigator and Bombardier. Also 1st Lt. 
Laek L. Robinson flew on the mission as pilot of the 894 plane. 
 

 
Target: VILLACOUBLAY FRANCE Airfield (86 aircraft) - August 24, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Villacoublay - Eighteen A/C of this Group took off to bomb Villacoublay. Capt. 
Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister, Lts. Woodrow W. Thomas, Laek L. Robinson, Ferdinand Onnen, 
Zias D. Davis and William Tackmier represented the 367th. Bombing results were fair. 
Crews report hits on aiming point and on a triangle of buildings at the west end. First 
photos show a concentration one eighth mile to the north and short. No E/A opposition 
for this Group, but AA fire was very accurate, damaging seventeen of our eighteen A/C. 
All ships returned." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing Tillery, Phelan - Aug 24, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson - Aug 24, 1943 
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The following article occurred in the Oswego Palladium-Times on Friday September 3, 
1943. Paul A. Fetkiw lived in Fulton, Oswego Co., NY. 
 
Decorated For Downing Enemy Fighter Plane 
 
Paul Fetkiw Visits Parents After Participating in 25 raids. 
 
Fulton - After a recent raid, Hamburg looked, "not like Hamburg", said Tech Sgt. Paul 
Fetkiw, Flying Fortress aerial gunner, as he commented on his experiences in more than 
25 raids over Europe and Africa. 
 
Sgt. Fetkiw, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Fetkiw, 656 West First Street, has been visiting his 
parents before leaving for Salt Lake City Thursday morning where he will be an aerial 
gunner instructor. Although he did not have a furlough, the gunner was spending a 15-
day delay on route in his home town. 
 
On the raid over Hamburg of which he spoke, Sgt. Fetkiw shot down a German Focke 
Wulf 190 enemy fighter plane. For his gallantry in action, the sergeant has been 
decorated with the Distinguish Flying Cross, the Army Air Medal with three oak leaf 
clusters, and a medal for service in the European and African theatre of war.  
 
When asked his leanings with respect to flak, Sgt. Fetkiw remarked that he fears the 
German fighters much more. He remarked that the anti-aircraft shells gives one a slight 
bump or jolt and one sees a bright red burst with clouds of black smoke.  
 
The gunner recalled vividly lessons he had from German pilots in combat, saying that 
they are excellent fighters in the least. He said that the Focke-Wulf is by all odds the best 
plane the Germans have in the air today. 
 
Essen, St. Nazaire, Kiel, Paris, and a number of points close to Berlin have been the 
targets of Fetkiw's bomber. He recalled having seen more than 250 enemy fighter planes 
in the air at once to oppose the raiding bombers. 
 
Although he spent most of his foreign service in England, and incidentally in the air over 
Europe, Fetkiw told that he was station for a time in Dakar. During his stay in foreign 
territory, Sgt. Fetkiw was a member of both the Eighth and Ninth Bomber commands at 
different times. 
 
After a total of twenty one months service at home and abroad, Fetkiw has been sent to 
Salt Lake City, Utah, where expects to be a flexible gunnery instructor. He received his 
basic training at Keesler Field, Miss., and his flexible gunnery training at Tindall Field, 
Fla.  
 
He attended Fulton High school and worked at the Fulton Silk Mill and Charles Allen & 
Son Excelsior plant before entering service. 
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What Happen To The "Scarlet" 
 
So what happen to 42-5720 "Scarlet" after it was transferred? The first thing that 
happened was it was renamed to "Slightly Dangerous". 
 
 

 
Scarlet in flight on the way to war 

 
Michael B. O'Hara continues: 
 
"Mr Aufmuth flew 3 missions in 42-5720 (one researcher stated the plane remained 
Scarlet, but recently another researcher said she was renamed Slightly Dangerous), but 
was lost on the 4th mission to Stuttgart, Germany on September 6, 1943. Returning to her 
home base, 42-5720 run out of gas and crashed near Beauvais (Gisor), France. Initially, 
French citizens near the crash helped Mr Aufmuth and his crew, but they were eventually 
captured by the Germans near Toulouse/Lordes, France. Mr Aufmuth was later sent to a 
prison camp in Barth, Germany and liberated in May 1945."  
 
42-5720 "Scarlet/Slightly Dangerous" (384th BG, 544th BS) ran out of fuel and crashed 
at Airion, France Sep 6, 1943 on a mission to Stuttgart, Germany.  MACR 776. 5 POWs, 
5 evaded. Although this plane was flown five times, it was only credited with two combat 
missions because it was recalled twice and aborted another time. 
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384th Bomb Group B-17F Aircraft 42-5720 
Aircraft: 42-5720, Slightly Dangerous 
Production Block: B-17F-5-VE 
Squadron: 544th 
Squadron Code: SU*A 
Last Pilot: Aufmuth, L 
Start Date: 22 August 1943 
Missions: This aircraft was credited with 2 combat missions with the 

384th. 
End Date: 6 September 1943 
Reason: Shot Down 
Documents: Missing Air Crew Report: 776 
Comments: MIA 9/6/43, mission to Stuttgart, Germany,  
History: 
History data 
courtesy of David 
Osborne; used with 
permission. 

42-5720 Del Tulsa 23/9/42; Wayne 2/11/42; West Palm 
Beach 14/12/42; Ass 367BS/306BG [GY-Y] Thurleigh 
SCARLET 2/2/43; then 368BS; taxi accident w/Dick 
O'Hara 20/4/43; tran 544BS/384BG [SU-A] Grafton 
Underwood 23/8/43; MIA Stuttgart 6/9/43 w/Lester 
Aufmuth, n-Chas Downe, b-Jim Jensen, ettg-Bob Price, wg-
Joe Smith (5POW), cp-Jim McMath, ro-Lou Weatherford, 
btg-Jim Wagner, wg-Chas Fisher, tg-Carl Bachmann 
(5EVD); no gas, cr Doiains, ten miles E of Evreux, Fr. 
MACR 776. 

Source http://384thbombgroup.com/_content/_pages/One384thAircraft.php?AircraftKey=42-5720 
 

384th Bomb Group Mission Number 21, Crew 
 

MISSION SUMMARY 
Mission Date 6 September 1943  
384th Mission Number 21  
8th Air Force Mission Number 91  
Primary Target Industry Stuttgart, Germany 

 
CREW ROSTER 

Position Crewmember Status 
Pilot Aufmuth, Lester H POW 
Copilot McMath, James G Evaded 
Navigator Downe, Charles O Evaded 
Bombardier Jensen, Jr, James C POW 
Radio Operator Weatherford, Louie F Evaded 
Engineer/Top Turret Price, Robert K POW 
Ball Turret Wagner, James L Evaded 
Tail Gunner Bachmann, Carl E Evaded 
Flexible Gunner Fisher, Charles A Evaded 
Flexible Gunner Smith, Joseph H POW 
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5 COMBAT MISSIONS FLOWN BY THIS B-17F AIRCRAFT 42-5720 

after being re-assigned to the 544th BS of the 384th BG 
 
  

Number Date Target Crew/ 
Sortie Results Comments 

-- 30 August 
1943 

Achiet-le-
Grand, 
France, 
RECALLED  

CREW  
SORTIE  

Returned to 
Base - None - 

19 31 August 
1943 

Aircraft 
Industry 
Romilly-sur-
Seine, 
France  

CREW  
SORTIE  Aborted 

"Aborted" 
noted on 
loading list. 

-- 2 September 
1943 

Vannes, 
France, 
RECALLED  

CREW  
SORTIE  

Returned to 
Base - None - 

20 3 September 
1943 

Airfield 
Romilly-sur-
Seine, 
France  

CREW  
SORTIE  

Completed 
Mission - None - 

21 6 September 
1943 

Industry 
Stuttgart, 
Germany  

CREW  
SORTIE  

Failed to 
Return 

MIA; 
damaged by 
enemy 
aircraft; 
insufficient 
fuel to return 
to England; 
made a 
forced 
landing in 
field near 
Beauvais, 
France; 
MACR 776. 

Source  http://384thbombgroup.com/_content/_pages/One384thAircraft.php?AircraftKey=42-5720 
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Last Sortie Report For 42-5720 
 

 
Source: http://384thbombgroup.com/_content/_pages/SortieReport.php?SortieKey=527 

 
After I had completed this document and had several copies made for the Tillery, Phelan 
and O'Hara families, I discovered another document that provided the final story of what 
happened to the "Scarlet"/"Slightly Dangerous" after it crashed on September 6, 1943. It 
is a wonderful story written by the copilot, James G. McMath who evaded capture. I have 
now included it as an addendum after the last page of the Index found on page 255. It is 
titled "Slightly Dangerous" ESCAPE The James G. McMath Story. Source: 
http://384thbombgroup.com/_content/_documents/Stories/Slightly%20Dangerous,%20James%20G
%20McMath.pdf 
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         Site where 42-5720 crashed - 9-6-43         Site where 42-5720 crashed - 9-6-43 
                        North of Paris, FR   East of Beauvais, FR & North of Clermont, FR 
 

 
 

Site where 42-5720 crashed - 9-6-43 
Near Airion, FR 
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Stuttgart, Germany Raid - Sep 6, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an original Scarlet crew member was on Monday September 
6, 1943 to Stuttgart, Germany by bombardier, 1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan. He was flying 
with pilot 1st Lt. Laek L. Robinson. They flew on the same mission for the 306th BG 
that their former plane 42-5720 "Scarlet/Slightly Dangerous" flew for the 384th BG and 
couldn't make it back. 
 

 
Target: STUTTGART GERMANY Roller Bearing Works (151 aircraft) - September 6, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Stuttgart - Seven A/C of this Squadron took off at 0615 hours on another long mission 
deep into Germany to comb the roller bearing works at Stuttgart. Lts. William Bission, 
Lawrence Kooima, William Tackmier, Ferdinand Onnen, Woodrow W. Thomas, Zias D. 
Davis and Laek L. Robinson and crews flew for the 367th. A complete undercast 
obscured both the primary and secondary targets so bombs were dropped on the town of 
Achern, near Strasbourg, just inside the German border and with poor results. Thirty to 
40 yellow nosed FW 190s were seen. They failed to live up to their usual standards, 
giving only very weak opposition and concentrating mostly on stragglers. They showed 
no great eagerness to attack our formation. Our Group claims three E/A destroyed, with 
one credited to S/Sgt. Edward DeBuyer, Jr., ball turret geunner for Lt. Thomas. Flak was 
moderate but very accurate, damaging 16 of the 21 A/C from the Group. 
 
All of our Squadron returned safely to base, but the Group as a whole was not nearly as 
fortunate. Lts. William Price and Byron Bryant, both 369th, crash landed in England. Lt. 
Walter Peterson, 368th, ran out of gas while still 40 miles from the French Coast, and 10 
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chutes were seen from his A/C. Lt. Martin Andrews, 423rd, landed in Switzerland where 
the entire crew was interned. Col. George L. Robinson, Group C.O., led the 102nd 
Provisional Wing. 
 
The Squadron celebrated one year in the ETO with a party." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson, H. E. Phelan - Sep 6, 1943 
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Nantes, France Raid - Sep 23, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on Thursday September 23, 1943 
to Nantes, France by navigator, 1st Lt. Otis B. Tillery. This time he was flying with pilot 
Capt. Laek L. Robinson who was just promoted on September 20, 1943. 
 

 
Target: NANTES FRANCE Industry shipyards (61 aircraft) - September 23, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Nantes - A very effective smoke screen obscured the primary, so bombs were dropped 
on the secondary with good results. Strike photos show an excellent concentration of 
bombs along the north bank of the river fork. Only three E/A were seen. They attempted 
a tail attack but were driven off by our P-47 escort. AA fire was moderate to intense and 
damaged eight of our A/C. All but one A/C of this Group returned safely. Lt. Immanuel 
Klette of the 369th crash landed in England, with serious injuries to four crew members. 
Flying for the 367th were Lts. Lawrence Kooima, Ferdinand Onnen, William Tackmier, 
Zias D. Davis, William Kirk and Laek Robinson." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 220 

 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson, O. B. Tillery - Sep 23, 1943 
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The following medals were given out September 30, 1943 to: 
 
"Distinguished Flying Crosses: Lts. Lawrence Kooima, Hugh E. Phelan, Francis X. 
Pierce; T/Sgt. John W. Walkenhorst; S/Sgts. William D. Brittain, Merle Causey and 
Stanley J. Couvillion. 
Oak Leaf Cluster to DFC: 1st. Lt. Woodrow W. Thomas." source: 367th Combat Diary 
 
1st Lt. Laek L. Robinson was promoted to captain, effective 20 Sep 1943. source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 
Frankfurt, Germany Raid - Oct 4, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an original Scarlet crew member was on Monday October 4, 
1943 to Frankfurt, Germany by navigator, 1st Lt. Otis B. Tillery and bombardier, 1st Lt. 
Hugh E. Phelan. They were both flying with pilot Capt. Laek L. Robinson. 
 

 
Target: FRANKFURT GERMANY industry Aviation (93 aircraft) - October 4, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Frankfurt - Planes of the 306th again led the 1st Bomb Division, as Col. Budd J. Peaslee, 
40th Combat Wing, flew in the 368th plane of Capt. George E. Paris. Planes of the 367th 
included the crews of Capt. Laek L. Robinson, Lts. Woodrow W. Thomas, William 
Bisson, Lawrence Kooima, William Kirk and Thomas D. Ledgerwood. Lts. Kirk and 
Ledgerwood returned early due to mechanical failures. Flak was moderate to intense at 
the target and extremely accurate. Every ship in our formation received varying degrees 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 222 

of damage. Directly after bombs away the Luftwaffe attacked in force, throwing almost 
every conceivable type of fighter at us, including ME 110s, 210s and 109s, FW 189s and 
190s, Ju 88s and one crew reported a JU 87. Our squadron alone received 25 to 30 direct 
attacks. S/Sgt. William D. Brittain and T/Sgt. Alexander Heyburn were each credited 
with an enemy aircraft destroyed. All of our A/C returned safely. Lt. Thomas lost his 
radio operator, T/Sgt. Francis W. Palmer, who was killed in action." source: 367th 
Combat Diary 
 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson, O. B. Tillery, H. E. Phelan - Oct 4, 1943 
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Bremen, Germany Raid - Oct 8, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on Friday October 8, 1943 to 
Bremen, Germany by navigator, Capt. Otis B. Tillery and bombardier, 1st Lt. Hugh E. 
Phelan. Two important things can be seen in this flight for Otis B. Tillery. First, Otis B. 
Tillery is shown as Captain Tillery on the Interrogation Report and second, this is the last 
mission I have found that he flew meaning he completed his 25th mission and tour. 1st 
Lt. Hugh E. Phelan was flying with Capt. Laek L. Robinson. 
 

 
Target: BREMEN GERMANY Industry U-boat yards (105 aircraft) - October 8, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

"Bremen - The largest formation of 8th Air Force "heavies" ever to take off from England 
attacked targets at Vegesack and Bremen. We participated in the main effort on Bremen, 
and the 367th was represented by Capt. Thomas Witt, who led the Group, Capt. Laek L. 
Robinson, Lts. Bisson, Zias D. Davis, William Kirk, Thomas Ledgerwood and Lawrence 
Kooima. The target was completely obscured by a heavy smokescreen, so Capt. Witt 
chose the center of Bremen. Bombing results were excellent and city suffered severe 
damage. This was a really rough show, with Jerry throwing everything he had at our 
Group receiving some degree of damage. At least 140 E/A, mostly twin engined, made 
persistent and daring attacks, sometimes flying through their own flak. Most rocket 
attacks were made by JU 88s. Official Group claims were 15-5-10. The 367th got 5-1-1, 
with those receiving credit for aircraft destroyed being: S/Sgt. Duane J. Foster, T/Sgt 
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John W. Walkenhorst, T/Sgt. Loren McCuller, S/Sgt. Edward DeBuyser, and S/Sgt. 
William H. Clark. Sgt. Robert E. Weber, waist gunner for Lt. William S. Kirk, suffered a 
slight flak wound to his left thigh. The Group lost three aircraft, with two of them from 
the 367th. The crew missing are: Lt. Lawrence W. Kooima and crew and Lt. Thomas O. 
Ledgerwood and crew. Capt. Paul K. George, assistant group engineering officer, was 
flying with Lt. Ledgerwood and is missing." source: 367th Combat Diary 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing O. B. Tillery - Oct 8, 1943 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing L. L. Robinson, H. E. Phelan - Oct 8, 1943 
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Captain Otis B. Tillery, Navigator, Twenty Five Missions 
Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 

1 2/2/1943 41-24476 
Unbearable/

Adorable 1st. Lt. Ralph W. Jones   x 
2 2/26/1943 42-97180  Capt. John L. Lambert  x  
3 2/27/1943 42-97180  Capt. John L. Lambert  x  
4 3/6/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 3/8/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    

5 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
7 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 3/22/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
9 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara x   

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

10 5/29/1943 42-5306  Capt. William Raper  x  
11 6/13/1943 42-5306  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
12 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
13 6/25/1943 42-29823  Col. George Robinson  x  
14 6/26/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
15 6/28/1943   Capt. Richard K. O'Hara    
16 6/29/1943 42-5766  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
17 7/4/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
18 7/14/1943 42-29894  Capt. K. A. Reecher  x  

19**        
20 8/17/1943 42-5306  Major William S. Raper  x  

21 8/19/1943 42-29554 
Maryland, 

My Maryland 2nd Lt. W. J. Tackmier  x  
22 8/24/1943 42-29993  Major Robert P. Riordan  x  
23 9/23/1943 42-29959 Red Fury Lt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
24 10/4/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
25 10/8/1943 42-30727  Capt. T. F. Witt  x  

Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
** Indicates missions that were flown in July 1943 but Interrogation Reports were unavailable. 
 
Gdynia, Poland Raid - Oct 9, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on Saturday October 9, 1943 to 
Gdynia, Poland by bombardier, 1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan flying with Capt. Laek L. 
Robinson. 
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Target: GDYNIA POLAND Naval port (109 aircraft) - October 9, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Gdynia - This was the deepest penetration by Fortresses in the European Theatre, being 
almost 200 miles east of Berlin, and proving to the Jerries that nowhere in their own or 
occupied countries are they safe from heavy bombardment. Bombing results were very 
good despite a heavy smoke screen. A large concentration fell in the entrance harbor, 
with direct hits on the eastern basin, with hits on a large amount of shipping. It is 
believed that the old battleship Schleisen and the 27,000 ton liner Cap Arcona were 
damaged. Reconnaissance photos show extensive damage to harbor facilities, railroad 
tracks and the city proper. AA fire was meager and enemy air opposition moderate. Sgt. 
Raymond Kristof destroyed an enemy fighter, and S/Sgt. Daniel Antonelli was credited 
with a probable. All six 367th ships returned safely: Capt. Laek L. Robinson, 1st Lts. 
William Tackmier, William S. Kirk, Woodrow W. Thomas, Zias D. davis and Douglas H. 
White." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Loading List for A/C 42-30767 Showing L. L. Robinson, H. E. Phelan - Oct 9, 1943 

 
Coesfeld, Germany Raid - Oct 10, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by a Scarlet crew member was on Sunday October 10, 1943 to 
Coesfeld, Germany by bombardier, 1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan flying with Capt. Laek L. 
Robinson. Two important things occurred on this flight. First, 1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan 
was promoted to Captain. Second, second this mission was Capt. Laek L. Robinson's 
25th and completed his tour. Captain Robinson, who took over as copilot of Scarlet on 
April 16, 1943 when the crew was transferred to the 367th, had served his tour. 
 

 
Target: COESFELD GERMANY Target of Opportunity - October 10, 1943 
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367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 
"Munster (Coesfeld) - Following the lead of the 92nd Group, this Group bombed targets 
of opportunity in Coesfeld, scoring hits on the marshalling yards and textile plants, in 
addition to a good concentration on the business and residential areas. AA fire was 
meager and although many enemy aircraft were seen, none attacked our formation. 
Leading our Squadron was Capt. Laek L. Robinson, with Lts. Douglas H. White, 
William Tackmier, William S. Kirk and Zias D. Davis. All A/C returned safely. 
 
1st Lt. Hugh E. Phelan was promoted to captain." source: 367th Combat Diary 

 
Mission Interrogation Form Showing L.L. Robinson, H. E. Phelan - Oct 10, 1943 
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Captain Laek L. Robinson, Copilot/Pilot, Twenty Five Missions 

Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 
1 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

3 5/15/1943 42-29794  Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
4 5/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 5/29/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 6/13/1943 42-5306  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

7 6/22/1943 42-29554 
Maryland,  

My Maryland Lt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
8 6/25/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
9 6/26/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   

 Aborted 
Runaway Prop 7/4/1943 959  Lt. Laek L. Robinson  x  

10 7/10/1943 42-29554 
Maryland,  

My Maryland Lt. Laek L. Robinson x x  
11 7/14/1943 556  Lt. Laek L. Robinson x x  
12 7/17/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
13 7/28/1943    Lt. Laek L. Robinson x    
14 8/12/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
15 8/15/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
16 8/16/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
17 8/17/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
18 8/24/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
19 9/6/1943 42-5306  Lt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
20 9/9/1943   Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
21 9/23/1943 42-29959 Red Fury Lt. Laek L. Robinson x   
22 10/4/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson x x  
23 10/8/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson x x  
24 10/9/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson x  x 
25 10/10/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson x x  

Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
 
An article in the Abilene Reporter News on Wednesday October 13, 1943 tells of Robert 
H. Smith's record of shooting down 11 E/A had been broken. 
 
Flying Fortress Betters Mark Set by Plane Lamesan Piloted 
A U.S. Bomber Station In England Oct 12 - A new record of 12 German fighters shot 
down by one bomber on a single raid was set Sunday in the raid on Muenster by the 
Flying Fortress "Ohio Airforce" piloted by Lt. John Richey, Steuenville, O., it was 
announced today . The previous record was 11 planes. 
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The crew said they thought they actually shot down 20 planes in the hectic 90-minute air 
battle from which they escaped without a scratch but filed claims for only 12. All these 
were officially corroborated. 
The pilot and co-pilot, Lt. Thomas Heiman, Medford, Ore., were the only crew men who 
didn't  make kills -- and they had no guns. 
The previous record of 11 was set by the Fortress piloted by Lt. Robert H. Smith, 
Lamesa, Tex., who was killed in a flight over the Gulf of Mexico after he had returned to 
the United States on completion of his missions here. 
 

 
Abilene Reporter News Wednesday, October 13, 1943 

 
The last sentence in this article led to further research on what happen to Robert H. 
Smith. Some 2 months and 8 days after he return to the U.S. on September 10, 1943 he 
killed in a mid air collision. After his return, Robert H. Smith was assigned to the 797 BS 
of the 469 BG as an instructor pilot at Alexandria, AAB, LA. On that fateful day he was 
instructing formation flying when the accident happen. The following explains: 
 
 
Galveston, TX (off shore) Bombers Crash In Gulf Of Mexico, Sep 1943 

The Sheboygan Press Wisconsin 1943-09-11 
 
COLLISION OF BOMBERS TAKES LIVES OF 22. 
Alexandria, La. -- (AP) -- Two Flying Fortresses crashed into the Gulf of Mexico about 
40 miles southeast of Galveston, Texas, after colliding in the air, and all 22 members of 
the two crews were presumed killed. 
The Alexandria army air base, announcing the loss today, said the crash occurred late 
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yesterday afternoon during a routine training flight. 
A search by navy craft and army planes has failed to find any survivors, bomber base 
authorities reported. 
The base said the names of the members of the crew would be released later. 

------------------------------------------------- 
Victims Of Gulf Flying Fortress Crash Announced. 

Twenty-Two Presumed Lost After Bombers Hit On Flight. 
Galveston Daily News Texas 1943-09-12 

 
Names of 22 members of the crews of two Flying Fortresses, presumed to have been lost 
when the bombers crashed over the Gulf of Mexico Friday afternoon, were announced 
yesterday by the public relations officer of the Alexandria, La., air base, according to the 
Associated Press. Several of the men were Texans. 
Maj. Henry C. Coles, commander of the army air field here, was informed that the 
bombers collided about 4:30 p.m. Friday 40 miles southeast of Galveston while on a 
routine training flight from the Alexandria base. 
Unconfirmed reports said that one of the planes broke in half and that the other seemed to 
explode in the collision. A plane sent from the airfield here to search for possible 
survivors reported seeing an open parachute on the water and considerable debris but was 
unable to report any evidence of surviving crew members. 
First announcement of the accident was made yesterday morning by headquarters of the 
Alexandria air base in Associated Press reports received here. 
"A search by navy craft and army planes failed to find any survivors," Maj Cole said. 
"We were over the scene of the crash within 30 minutes after it occurred. Wreckage was 
found and other definite evidence that we were at the scene. We remained over the 
location until dark in the hope of spotting survivors. It is presumed that all the men were 
lost. Planes from the Galveston air base, navy blimps and a flying boat from the naval air 
station at Corpus Christi took part in the search." 
The Alexandria base reported the two planes were flying in a formation which took off 
from Alexandria Friday afternoon on a gunnery practice mission over the gulf. 
 
One of the planes was believed to have lost its position in the formation, said the 
announcement. In attempting to maneuver back it collided with another ship. One plane 
exploded and both sank immediately afterwards. 
Victims and next of kin, who have been notified were listed by the Alexandria base office 
as: 
Capt. HENRY A. LEWIS, instructor-pilot, H. B. Lewis, 3324 H Street, Fort Worth, Tex., 
father. 
First Lt. ROBERT H. SMITH, instructor-pilot, Mrs. R. H. Smith, wife, Alexandria, 
Mabry Smith, father, San Diego, Calif. 
Second Lt. PAUL BRADNAN, pilot, Mrs. Julia Bradnan, mother, Cleveland, Ohio, Mrs. 
Paul Bradnan, wife, Alexandria. 
Second Lt. OSCAR A. BENNETT, pilot, O. A. Bennett, father, 114 Cedar Street, 
Sweetwater, Tex. 
Second Lt. JAMES J. PALACK, copilot, Mrs. Sarah Palack, mother, Hoboken, N.J. 
Second Lt. STEVENSON A. WILLIAMS, Mrs. Lewis J. Williams, mother, Bel Air, Md. 
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Second Lt. GEORGE J. LONG, John Long, father, Miles, Ohio, Mrs. George J. Long, 
wife, Alexandria. 
Second Lt. ALVA W. REDDING, JR., A. W. Redding, Sr., father, Burlington, Kan. 
Second Lt. OSCAR L. KOEGEL, Mrs. Virginia Koegel, wife, Laske Minnewaska, 
Northwest Territory. 
Sgt. JOE T. BARRON, Mrs. Jennie Barron, mother, 527 North Clayton Street, Tyler, 
Tex. 
Sgt. HOWARD J. CODE, Mrs. Dorothy S. Code, mother, Long Island City, N.Y. 
Sgt. JOHN T. LOFTON, Mrs. Willie Lofton, mother, Alexandria. 
Sgt. JOHN F. ARRILLAGA, Mrs. Annette Arrillaga, wife, Stockton, Calif. 
Sgt. JACK L. STEWART, Edgar Stewart, father, Route 2, Trout, Tex. 
Staff Sgt. J. E. LINAM, Mrs. Emma Linam, Route 3, Cisco, Tex. 
Sgt. WILLIAM F. PINE, Mrs. Lillian Pine, mother, Eaton, N.J. 
Sgt. REINHOLD KUBARTH, Mrs. Virginia E. Kubarth, wife, and Mrs. Bertha Kubarth, 
mother, Kenosha, Wis. 
Sgt. WILLILAM W. VOLKMER, Mrs. Hannah T. Volkmer, mother, Hampton, Va. 
Sgt. RICHARD E. ROYER, Mrs. Ora Belle Royer, mother, Kane, Pa. 
Sgt. BILL J. SMITH, William M. Smith, father, Liberty, N.C. 
Sgt. WILLIAM E. CULP, William Culp, father, Columbus, Pa. 
Sgt. CHARLES L. FINDLEY, Mrs. Emma Findley, mother, Beaver Crossing, Neb. 
 
Accident Details 
 
Date: September 10, 1943 
Time: c 16:00 
Location: Off Galveston, Texas 
Operator: Military - U.S. Army Air Forces 
Flight #: ? 
Route: ? 
AC Type: Boeing B-17F / Boeing B-17F 
Registration: 42-4621/42-6031 
cn / ln: ? 
Aboard: 22 (passengers:0 crew:22) 
Fatalities: 22 (passengers:0 crew:22) 
Ground: 0 
Summary: Midair collision over the Gulf of Mexico while flying in formation. 
 Eleven killed on each plane. 
 

Date Aircraft 
Type 

Serial 
Number 

Sqdn 
 Group Home base Action  Pilot Country State Location 

430910  B-17F 42-4621 797BS 469BG  Alexandria AAB, 
LA  KMAC 5 Smith, Robert H  USA LA 

Into Gulf of Mexico, 
45 Mi SE Galveston, 
TX  

430910  B-17F 42-6031 797BS 469BG  Alexandria AAB, 
LA  KMAC 5 Bennett, Oscar A  USA LA 

Into Gulf of Mexico, 
45 Mi SE Galveston, 
TX  

KMAC - Killed, Mid Air Collision 
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Duren, Germany Raid - Oct 20, 1943 
 
The next mission flown by an original Scarlet crew member was on Wednesday October 
20, 1943 to Duren, Germany by Captain Hugh E. Phelan. This would be Captain 
Phelan's 25th and last combat mission. 
 

 
Target: DUREN GERMANY Industry (97 aircraft) - October 20, 1943 

 
367th Bomb Squadron Mission Report 

 
"Duren - The 367th led the Group and the Combat Wing, with Maj. George R. Buckey, 
squadron commander, as the lead pilot. Also flying for the 367th were Lts. William S. 
Kirk, Ferdinand H. Onnen and William Tackmier. AA fire very meager and E/A 
practically nil. No bombs were dropped because a front over the entire target area was too 
high to climb over. All aircraft returned safely." source: 367th Combat Diary 
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Mission Interrogation Form Showing H. E. Phelan - Oct 20, 1943 
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Captain Hugh E. Phelan, Bombardier, Twenty Five Missions 
Mission No Date Plane Plane Name Pilot CD* IR* LL* 

1 2/2/1943 41-24476 
Unbearable/

Adorable 1st. Lt. Ralph W. Jones   x 
2 2/26/1943 42-30714 Hustlin' Sue Lt. Johnson  x  

3 2/27/1943 41-24476 
Unbearable/

Adorable Capt. Robert W. Smith  x  
4 3/12/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
5 3/13/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
6 3/18/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
7 3/28/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara    
8 4/4/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  
9 4/5/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x x 
10 4/16/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

Aborted Mission 
Oxygen Blew 4/17/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

Aborted Mission 
Turned Back 5/1/1943 42-5720 Scarlet Lt. Richard K. O'Hara   x 

11 5/14/1943 42-5306  Capt. William Raper  x  
12 6/22/1943 42-29894  Capt. Richard K. O'Hara  x  

13** 7/17/1943       
14** 7/28/1943       
15** 7/29/1943       
16 8/12/1954 42-29959 Red Fury Capt. Reecher  x  
17 8/16/1943 42-29894  Capt. Reecher  x  
18 8/24/1943 42-29993  Major Robert P. Riordan  x  
19 9/6/1943 42-5306  Lt. Laek L. Robinson  x  

20** 9/9/1943       
21 10/4/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
22 10/8/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
23 10/9/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson   x 
24 10/10/1943 42-30767  Capt. Laek L. Robinson  x  
25 10/20/1943 42-30706  1st Lt. F. H. Onnen  x  

Note *: CD = Combat Diary, IR = Interrogation Report, LL = Loading List 
Yellow indicates missions that Richard O'Hara flew but no Interrogation Report was available to 
determine the crew. 
** Indicates missions that were flown in July & September 1943 but Interrogation Reports were 
unavailable. 
 
The List of Missions below is a copy of Captain Phelan's official mission record. The 
above table reflects this record with additional information where available. 
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Captain Hugh E. Phelan, bombardier, Official Mission Record 

 
With the completion of Capt. Hugh E. Phelan's mission on October 20, 1943 all of the 
original crew members of the Scarlet had flown their last combat mission of WWII. 
Shortly thereafter both Otis B. Tillery and Hugh E. Phelan returned to the U.S. I have not 
located a reference to how and when they exactly returned. I do know that Otis Bert 
Tillery married his sweetheart Anne Ward Price on January 1, 1945. 
 
This leaves only Charles A. Sheffield. who was a POW, still in the Europe Theatre of 
Operations (ETO). Charles was captured on July 29, 1943 and was not liberated until 
early May 1945. He was a POW for about 1 year and 9 months. Once liberated he was 
sent to France to one of the processing camps such as Camp Lucky Strike and was treated 
for any medical disorders and malnutrition before being transported back to the states. 
 
He by far had the roughest ordeal of all the crew members. The following describes what 
he had to endure at Stalag Luft 17B near Krems, Austria for nearly two years. 
 
Stalag 17-B 
 
By Eric Ethier 
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In the middle of the beautiful Austrian countryside of rolling hills and thick forest stood 
an ugly place—the sprawling eyesore and den of misery known as Stalag Luft 17-B. 
Double rows of barbed-wire fencing surrounded low-slung prison barracks and a dirt 
compound. Helmeted Nazi guards with machine guns manned towers at the edges, 
waiting to shoot dead any prisoner who crossed the warning wire that ran a few feet 
inside the fencing. To some of the underfed, ailing, and depressed POWs forced to live 
there—many of them American airmen—sudden death by enemy gunfire must at times 
have seemed a reasonable alternative. 
 

 
Armed guards in watchtowers and double rows of barbed-wire fencing kept POWs from escaping 

Germany’s notorious Stalag 17-B 
 
The terrible truths tucked away with Stalag 17-B in the Austrian wilderness began to 
come to light in the spring of 1945, as Russian armies from the east and American armies 
from the west were crushing the remnants of the Nazi war machine between them.  
 
Territories captured from the Germans were beginning to give up all sorts of ugly secrets 
about Adolf Hitler’s dying Third Reich. As General George S. Patton’s Third Army 
smashed its way across Germany toward Austria, it began liberating thousands of 
German captives—Hitler’s starving, mostly Jewish political prisoners and captured 
Allied soldiers and airmen. As elements of Patton’s 13th Armored Division blasted their 
way into Austria, they found several groups of chilled, ashen-faced Americans in the 
woods near Braunau. They were refugees from the infamous stalag near Krems, Austria, 
280 miles to the east. 
 
 
The refugees were sergeants of the US Army Air Forces, most of whom had begun their 
lives under the Nazi boot the same way. During missions over German cities such as 
Bremen and Stuttgart and other Nazi strongholds, their B-17 Flying Fortresses and B-24 
Liberators had been shredded by German fighters or anti-aircraft guns, sending them 
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tumbling through the sky, fumbling with parachutes and praying for survival. Captured 
on the ground, the American pilots, bombardiers, flight engineers, and assorted gunners 
and other crewmen were first funneled into a processing center, Dulag Luft, near 
Frankfurt, Germany, for interrogation. There, German Luftwaffe (air force) officers 
separated the commissioned officers from the non-commissioned officers and shipped 
them to other depots of the German prison camp system (except for chaplains and 
doctors, who might be assigned among enlisted prisoners). The non-commissioned 
officers were then packed like cattle into filthy boxcars and shipped by rail to their new 
homes and lives as prisoners of war. 
 
At Stalag 17-B, one of the most notorious German prisoner-of-war camps, the American 
fliers were herded from the train to the bleak outpost about a mile or so away. They were 
quickly processed—deloused, shaved, and assigned a number—and released into the 
wide compound to find a bed in one of the barracks. To free-spirited airmen accustomed 
to seeing only the pastoral outlines of the German landscape or the tops of cities, the 
ominous, tightly-pressed surroundings were troubling. 
 
Initially used to detain the hapless prisoners of Germany’s early blitzkriegs, Stalag Luft 
17-B (Stalag Luft, short for Stammlager Luft, or prison camp for airmen, and 17-B 
because it was the second prison camp in the German 17th military district) was opened 
to American POWs in 1943. The camp’s American population soon swelled to more than 
4,200 as the United States and Great Britain intensified their strategic bombing campaign.  
The American veterans shared their misery with more than 25,000 neighbors. Their 
section of the camp was flanked by international compounds stuffed with French, Italian, 
British, and other Allied prisoners—and a ghastly village of the damned saved for the 
Russians. Detested, feared, and treated worse than animals by the Germans, Russian 
prisoners suffered beyond comprehension. The Nazis ignored sickness and starvation in 
the Russians’ ranks, and men died in droves. Desperately hungry, during the winter 
months, Russian prisoners propped up dead comrades in their lines for roll call each 
morning to be counted by unknowing Germans, who issued rations based on a shoe 
count. Russia had not signed the 1929 Geneva Convention agreement, which, on paper, 
guaranteed humane treatment for prisoners of war. Western captives at least had that 
agreement working in their favor, and the American fliers even received a semblance of 
respect from a few of the German air force officers who guarded them—though they got 
no sympathy from Commandant Oberst Kuhn, an army officer. 
 
If the hell inflicted on the Americans was different from the hell inflicted on the 
Russians, it was only by degree—especially during the war’s final months. A series of 
long, single-story buildings housed the fliers. Each one was divided into halves shared by 
150 to 240 men (and sometimes many more), who also shared straw-filled, flea-ridden 
mattresses in triple-deck bunks, a single stove with scant fuel (54 pounds of coal per 
week), wash basins into which cold water ran only a few hours each day, and a single 
indoor latrine for use after dark (for daytime use, there were multi-hole latrines a short 
walk from the barracks). Hot water and showers were as rare as toothbrushes, combs, and 
toilet paper. Together with diarrhea and dysentery, the poor hygiene made life at Stalag 
17-B precarious. 
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Inside their spartan quarters, prisoners searched for fellow crew members whom they had 
last seen inside a falling, shot-up plane, and acquainted themselves with the other men of 
their “bay” (a tightly clustered section of bunks that lined the barracks walls). Many of 
the new “kriegies” (short for the German kriegsgefangene, or prisoner of war) paired up 
in “combines” as a way of looking out for one another. Each barracks became a sort of 
autonomous unit. Within that realm, individual bays became close-knit groups—men 
bound together by circumstance, hatred of the Nazis, and the common fight for survival. 
New arrivals were often surprised to discover a system of government in the American 
compounds—a democratically elected power structure headed by a so-called Man of 
Confidence (MOC). In Stalag 17-B this MOC was Staff Sergeant Kenneth Kurtenbach, a 
tough, intelligent, and resourceful sergeant who represented the prisoners in any dealings 
with their German captors. Each barracks had its own elected leader, who reported to 
Kurtenbach and his security team in a barracks building referred to as the White House. 
Kurtenbach knew how to get things done, spoke German, and had final say on all 
prisoner matters, including—and especially—escape attempts. 
 
According to the Geneva Convention, as non-commissioned officers, the Americans were 
not required to work. So, they filled their days with chat, occasional visits to the camp’s 
makeshift library, exercise, and thoughts of how to stay a step ahead of hunger, 
depression, and the guards. They might have laughed at the comfortable picture of their 
lives sometimes portrayed by the American press. During visits to two other stalags in 
early 1944, a YMCA official saw Red Cross packages that were given to soldiers. “There 
is an average of one parcel a week for each man,” he claimed, “and they are so well 
prepared that the men have requested the Germans to limit their provisions to bread, 
potatoes, and hot water.” Prisoners told a different story. If a man could live on that 
parcel for a week, one of them wrote, it was only “at ten percent over starvation.”  
 
Contents of the shoebox-size parcels generally included canned tuna, cheese, dehydrated 
milk, liver paste, and raisins, along with margarine, sugar, several packs of cigarettes, and 
two D-Bars (condensed chocolate). The German camps were expected to stock enough of 
the parcels to provide one week of sustenance for each American. In reality, many Red 
Cross crates disappeared en route. One prisoner remembered receiving just a single box 
during the war’s final eight months. 
 
Prisoners often bartered with one another for supplies. “One of the amusing activities of 
the camps is the bargaining that goes on between prisoners for things they need or want,” 
wrote a New York Times reporter in March 1944. The truth was that at most camps—
especially the harsher ones such as Stalag 17-B—bartering between prisoners and even 
guards was serious business, sometimes a matter of survival. The most prized trading 
commodities were cigarettes and D-Bars. For the quickly thinning American ranks, the 
average daily menu—which German officials, not the prisoners, chose to reduce when 
Red Cross parcels were distributed—consisted of warm water in the morning (which 
many men used to make coffee), a few crusts of dark bread of dubious preparation in the 
afternoon, and a dinner of pitifully thin soup of perhaps potato or rutabaga, but more 
often fish heads and other assorted discards. “The ingredients used for our meals soon 
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convinced me that the best way to eat was to sit in a dark corner of our barracks and not 
think about what I was eating,” Kriegie William E. Rasmussen recalled. In the end, as 
their waistlines shrank, Kriegies downed anything that would fill their stomachs. 
 
While prisoner interaction with German overseers was generally limited to the twice-
daily roll calls and an occasional barracks sweep, guards were sometimes brutish, and the 
shadow of death lingered over the camp. In 1943 three Americans were killed under 
suspicious circumstances. The following year, quick-trigger guards shot an unbalanced 
Kriegie who ran screaming across the compound one night. His body lay sprawled across 
the fence until the morning as a warning to his shaken fellow prisoners. A postwar 
inquiry found that in less than two years of American captivity, there were “about 30 
recorded cases of guards striking PW [POWs] with bayonets, pistols, and rifle butt. 
Protests to the commandant were always useless.” Ned Handy, a flight engineer from 
Massachusetts, described one such run-in with one of the camp’s more notorious guards: 
After dressing, I was the last out, trailing the others, when suddenly I was grabbed by my 
left arm and yanked about ten feet to a little shed. I was thrown through its rickety door 
before I could even react. My attacker was strong and he spun me around. It was Max…. 
He drew a large pistol from his holster, moved the barrel to his right hand and swung its 
heavy butt hard into my head. He hit me two or three more times before I blacked out. 
Handy exacted a measure of revenge by facilitating the only successful escape from 
Stalag 17-B. In January 1945, he swapped identities with Frank Grey, an American POW 
wanted by the Gestapo for prior escapes, and helped Grey slip away. Grey ultimately 
reached Yugoslavia, where anti-Nazi partisans assisted him. Half a century later, Handy 
would recount this event and many others in his powerful memoir The Flame Keepers. 
Escape was a topic rarely discussed aloud in camp. Beyond the imposing barbed wire, the 
broad Austrian countryside separated any escapee from freedom. Prospects for success—
such as the mass breakout that occurred at Stalag Luft 3 in March 1944—were poor. Grey 
managed the improbable only through a series of rendezvous with contacts who helped 
him make his way through Yugoslavia. Still, the resourceful American captives of Stalag 
17-B attempted to dig a number of tunnels, using scoops fashioned out of aluminum cans 
and other items. 
 
The prisoners focused most of their creative energies on making their lives more 
bearable. Pilfered shingles and other scraps of wood went into the stove or were used to 
make tools. Aluminum cans that held klim (dehydrated milk) were turned into everything 
from drinking cups and eating utensils to miniature lanterns and improvised spigots for 
sinks. Enterprising airmen even managed to build at least one radio from crystal, 
headphones, and a few other items snuck into camp. So enabled to monitor the progress 
of the war, kriegies knew when the end was near. 
 
Even without a radio, though, the Americans at Stalag 17-B could tell something was 
happening in April 1945. American planes appeared overhead almost daily, while 
thunderous flashes of light to the east confirmed the approach of Russians seeking 
vengeance for atrocities the Germans had committed on them earlier in the war. Across 
eastern Germany the Nazis had already begun death marches, herding thousands of 
suffering political prisoners and Allied captives west toward approaching American 
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forces, from whom the Germans expected better treatment than from the dreaded Red 
Army. 
 
Finally, the Americans of Stalag 17-B were told to gather their meager possessions and 
prepare to move out. On April 8, 1945, the gates of the American compounds swung 
open, and 4,000 filthy, scrawny, and hungry airmen stumbled out onto the road west. 
(About 200 sick prisoners stayed behind, and were liberated by Russians on May 9.) If 
the men were relieved to be out of their pen, they quickly discovered that life on the 
march was no better, or safer. 
 
Days passed slowly as the men struggled along in eight groups of 500 each—hesitant to 
stop to drink from a nearby stream or even to relieve themselves for fear of the guards’ 
rifle butts and bayonets. Feet crammed into worn-out leather boots or camp-issued 
wooden clogs swelled, bled, and blistered. Only the nearness of freedom drove many on. 
When it didn’t rain or snow, nighttime brought some relief from pain, as the men lay their 
tired bodies down to sleep in the woods and fields along the winding country roads. Food 
remained scarce. Guards provided little more than a few uncooked potatoes. At night, 
healthier prisoners prowled nearby fields and farms for anything edible. Back on the road 
early each morning, the columns dodged increasing numbers of rumbling German 
vehicles, and the wide-eyed Americans stared in horror as they passed living skeletons in 
striped pajamas with yellow stars on them. It was their first encounter with Nazi 
Germany’s tormented, mostly Jewish political prisoners.  
 
Perhaps three weeks later, guards halted the four-mile-long column and ordered the 
Americans to make camp among the tall pines of the Leach Forest. There, in hastily 
improvised shelters, the men shivered, waiting for deliverance. Finally, as May dawned, 
relief arrived in the rugged jeeps and hulking Sherman tanks of the 13th Armored 
Division. The gaunt prisoners felt lucky to see the men known as the Black Cats. Their 
long ordeal was over. 
 
Within days of the rescue, American forces began uncovering the ghastly results of 
Hitler’s Final Solution—human slaughter pens filed with the remains of thousands of 
Jews and other people Nazis considered undesirable and unworthy of life. As Handy later 
wrote, “We know now what none of us could have imagined then: that those who shuttled 
us in boxcars to Stalag 17 routed millions of others to the death camps.” Doubtless other 
American prisoners of Stalag 17-B also discovered themselves counting their blessings as 
they pondered their plight in one of the Nazis’ harshest prisons. Although they had lived 
through hell, they lived. 
 
Maynard E. Nelson Returned to the U.S. - Dec 11, 1943 
 
On December 11, 1943 some four months after he completed his 25 missions, Maynard 
E. Nelson, waist gunner, returned to the U.S. During these four months he served as a 
gunnery instructor in England according to his son Mike Nelson. Maynard’s last combat 
mission that I found was in July 1943 (page 184).  
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Leadership Roles 
 
The Scarlet officer crew achieved formation leadership roles on some of their missions. 
The following table depicts on what missions they were in either 306th Group leadership 
role or Squadron leadership. 
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Date & Target Group Leader Navigator Bombardier Squadron Leads 

14 May 43 
Kiel, GR 

William Raper John Dexter Hugh Phelan Robt Riordan 
Raymond Check 
Edward Hennessy 

15 May 43 
Emden, GR 

Henry Terry George Spelman Gerald Rotter Raymond Check 
Richard O'Hara 

17 May 43 
Lorient, FR 

Claude Putnam Wallace Boring 
Luther Bergen 

Jos Kosakowski Robt Riordan 
Earl Youree 
Richard O'Hara (C) 

29 May 43 
St. Nazaire, FR 

William Raper John Dexter 
Otis Tillery 

Walter Coons Raymond Check 
John Magoffin 
Marlen Reber (C) 

13 Jun 43 
Bremen, GR 

Claude Putnam 
John Regan (C) 

Harold Gaslin 
James Cheney 
Al Schulstad 

Lionel Drew 
Jos Kosakowski 
(C) 

Wm McKearn 
Roy Vinnedge 
Richard O'Hara (C) 

25 Jun 43 
NW Germany 

George Robinson 
Al Schulstad 

Otis Tillery Hugh Toland George Paris 
Raymond Check 

28 Jun 43 
St. Nazaire, FR 

John Lambert Wallace Boring 
James Cheney 

Chester May John Magoffin 
Richard O'Hara 

17 Aug 43 
Schweinfurt, GR 

William Raper 
Robert Fryer (C) 

George Bennett 
Otis Tillery 
Maynard Dix (C) 

Hugh Toland 
Herschell Ezell 
(C) 

David Wheeler 
F Kackstetter 
Toy Husband (C) 

24 Aug 43 
Villacoublay, FR 

Robt Riordan Otis Tillery 
John Mazanek 

Hugh Phelan L G Cook 
D Fuhtmeister 

6 Sep 43 
Achern, GR 

George Robinson Maynard Dix S Silverstein F Kackstetter 
Laek Robinson 

23 Sep 43 
Mantes, FR 

George Paris Raymond Slater 
Maynard Dix 

Eduardo 
Montoya 

Manny Klette 
Laek Robinson 

4 Oct 43 
Frankfurt, GR 

George Paris Maynard Dix 
Carl Holmes 

S Silverstein Laek Robinson 
John Lewis 

9 Oct 43 
Gdynia, PO 

F Kackstetter Luther Pierce Walter Wick L G Cook 
Laek Robinson 

10 Oct 43 
Coesfeld, GR 

Joseph Belser Alfred Simmen Eduardo 
Montoya 

Laek Robinson 
George Reese 

(C) = Composite crews 
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Scarlet Related Pilots 
423rd BS/367th BS - 306 BG Pilots 

Name P/CP Arrival Depart Status Cadet Class Death Date 
Richard K. O'Hara P+ 1-15-43 7-6-43 25 Tour 41-H, Maxwell, AL 7-1-2004 
Robert H. Smith CP-P 1-15-43 6-0-43 Tour 42-E, Ontario, CA 9-10-43 

Laek L. Robinson CP-P 4-04-43 10-0-43 25 Tour  10-10-1976 
Berryman H. Brown CP-P 3-23-43 7-29-43 9 - POW 42-K, Roswell, NM  
source: 367th Combat Diary 
P = pilot, CP = copilot, +  = brought crew 
 
Other Scarlet Related Items 
 

423rd BS/367th BS - 306 BG Navigators 
Name Arrival Departure Lost? Death Date 

Otis B. Tillery 1-15-43 12-01-43 Tour 10-12-1983 
source: 367th Combat Diary 
 

423rd BS/367th BS - 306 BG Bombardiers 
Name Arrival Departure Lost? Death Date 

Hugh E. Phelan 1-15-43 9-0-43 Tour(25) 2-11-2012 
source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 

423rd BS/367th BS - 306 BG Planes 
# #+ TL M Name Arrival Departure MACR Crew Chief 

720 42-5720 Y F Scarlet 1-14-43 8-23-43 Trans to 384 
BG 

776 Edward 
Gregory 

666 4229666 Z  Dearly 
Beloved 

3-25-43 5-21-43 MIA Bremen, 
ditched in North Sea 
(w. Robert H. Smith) 

also 'Lamesa Lass' 

  

source: 423rd Combat Diary 
 
An article occurred in the Amarillo Dailey News (Amarillo, Texas) on November 13, 
1943 title "Battle of Lamesa Pilot's Dying Fort Against Nazis Called War's Top Feat". 
This article retold the role Robert H. Smith and crew accomplished in shooting down 
eleven E/A while ditching in the North Sea and being rescued after 30 hours in the water. 
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Amarillo Dailey News (Amarillo, Texas) on November 13, 1943 
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Current Status of Crew 
 
The following is the present status of the crew of the "Scarlet". 
 
Pilot, Richard K. O'Hara 
 
Birth:  August 15, 1919 Cortland, NY 
Death:  July 1, 2004 Marietta, GA 
Burial:  Kennesaw Memorial Park Marietta Cobb County Georgia, USA 
Age:  84 
 

 
 
Copilot-Pilot, Robert H. Smith 
 
Birth:  June 15, 1920 Cuthbert, Mitchell Co., TX  
Death:  September 10, 1943 Gulf of Mexico - 45 miles SE of Galveston, TX 
Burial:  At sea 
Age:  23 
 
Copilot-Pilot, Laek Leroy Robinson 
 
Birth:  January 4, 1920 DeWitt, AR 
Death:  October, 10, 1976 San Antonio Bexar Co., TX 
Burial:  Mission Burial Park North, San Antonio, Bexar, TX 
Age:  56 
 
Laek L. Robinson was a dentist in San Antonio and died of a heart attack. 
 
Navigator, Otis B. Tillery 
 
Birth:  April 29, 1920 Sumter Co., AL 
Death:  October 12, 1983 York, Sumter, AL 
Burial:  York Cemetery York, Sumter County, AL 
Age:  63 
 
The following was taken from the April 1984 Echoes a newsletter of the 306th BG 
veterans association: 
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Otis Bert Tillery, 423rd navigator (O'Hara's crew), died 13 Oct at York, AL, where he 
had been a business man. He was the 58th officer to complete a combat tour, mid - 1943. 
 

 
Otis Bert Tillery 

 

 
 
Bombardier Hugh E Phelan 
 
Birth:  Mar. 30, 1918 
Death:  Feb. 11, 2012 
Burial:  Ouachita Cemetery Donaldson Hot Spring County Arkansas, USA  
Age:  93 
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Hugh Edwin Phelan, 93, of Donaldson, passed away on Saturday, February 11, 2012, at 
Hot Spring County Medical Center in Malvern. He was born March 30, 1918, to Thomas 
and Maude Phelan in Malvern.  
 
He was a Christian and worshipped at Donaldson Missionary Baptist Church where he 
was a member. He taught Sunday School and was active in the construction of the current 
church building.  
 
He was preceded in death by his parents, a sister, Hazel McKenzie, two brothers, Calvin 
and Harold Phelan and daughter-in-law Frances E. Phelan.  
 
He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Evelyn Orr Phelan, two sons Dr. Jim Phelan and 
wife Paula of Little Rock and Dr. Dick Phelan and wife Anna of Benton, five 
grandchildren Kristi Pierce and husband Brad of Dallas, TX, Dr. Tom Phelan and wife 
Wendy of Little Rock, Patrick Phelan and wife Neely of Little Rock, Dr. Todd Phelan 
and wife Sarah of Rogers and Brad Phelan of Washington D.C., and eleven great 
grandchildren. He is also survived by one brother Neil Phelan of Donaldson and two 
sisters Nettie Jackson of Magnet Cove and Ruth Young of Hot Springs Village.  
 
He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Air Force. He served in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps as a B-17 bombardier during World War II. He completed 25 combat 
missions over Germany and occupied France from January 1943 to October 1943 with 
the 306th Bombardment Group of the mighty Eighth Air Force. He was involved in the 
first daylight bombing raids over Germany in January 1943. For his heroic services 
during the war, he was awarded the Purple Heart and Distinguished Flying Cross.  
 
After completing his duty in the war he returned home to marry his sweetheart, Evelyn 
Orr, of Donaldson, on December 4, 1943.  
 
He later served as the Arkansas Liaison Officer Coordinator for the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, CO, counseling Arkansas high school students who were 
interested in attending the Air Force Academy.  
 
In addition, he was elected Circuit Clerk of Hot Spring County before accepting an 
assignment at the Unites States Post Office as rural mail carrier at Donaldson where he 
served 30 years.  
 
Services will be held at Donaldson Missionary Baptist Church, services, with Brothers 
Keith Rowton and Hollis McDermott officiating.  
 
Pallbearers will be Jim, Dick, Tom, Patrick, Todd and Brad Phelan.  
 
Arrangements will be by Atkinson Funeral Home in Malvern. 
 
The family requests that in lieu of flowers donations be made to Donaldson Missionary 
Baptist Church. The burial will be at Ouachita Cemetery with full Military Honors. 
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Special Thanks to Dr. Ray Bollen and the wonderful staffs at Hot Spring County Medical 
Center and Malvern Nursing and Rehabilitation.  
 

    
    Lieutenant Colonel                                                 Ouachita Cemetery Donaldson, Arkansas 
       Hugh E. Phelan 
 
Tail Gunner, Harold F. Strom 
 
Birth:  Jul. 16, 1913 Hill City, MN 
Death:  Aug. 5, 1988 Itasca Co., MN 
Burial: Hill Lake Cemetery Hill City, Aitkin County, Minnesota, USA 
Age: 75 
T. Sgt. U.S. Army World War II 
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Waist Gunner, James Jackson Garris 
 
Birth:  Jan. 13, 1919 Newsport News, VA 
Death:  Jun 17, 1985 Camarillo, Ventura, CA 
Burial:  
Age: 66 
S. Sgt. U.S. Army World War II 
 
Radio Operator, William Harold Mountain 
 
Birth:  Feb 10, 1921 Sangerville, Piscataguis, ME 
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Death:  Dec 29, 1965 Bangor, Penobscot, ME 
Burial: Sangerville Village Cemetery, Sangerville, ME 
Age: 44 
T. Sgt. U.S. Army World War II 
 
Waist Gunner, Maynard Eugene Nelson 
 
Birth:  Jun 7, 1923 Williams, Nelson, ND 
Lives: Lakota, ND 
Death:   
Burial:  
Age: 91 
T. Sgt. U.S. Army World War II 
 
Ball Turret Gunner, Paul A. Fetkiw 
 
Birth:  1917 Fulton, Oswego, New York 
Lived: Fulton, Oswego, NY 
Death:   
Burial:  
Age:  
T. Sgt. U.S. Army World War II 
 
Engineer Top Turret Gunner, Charles A. Sheffield 
 
Birth:  August 29, 1914 
Death:  May 31, 1999 
Burial:  
Age: 84 
T. Sgt. U.S. Army World War II 
 
Mr Aufmuth the last pilot of the "Scarlet" retired from active duty in 1946, and served in 
the Reserves until 1956. He passed away August 23, 1999. 
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Addendum 

 
 
 
 

"SLIGHTLY DANGEROUS" 
 

ESCAPE 
 
 

THE 
 

JAMES G. MCMATH 
 

STORY 
 
 

 
It begins when James G. McMath enters the Army Air Corps in 1942 and continues until 
he leaves active duty in 1945. 
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1 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

After many years of urging, pleading and cajoling from our 
mother, their children and grandchildren, our dad has decided to 
try to put into words his experience as a B-17 pilot during World 
War II, highlighting of course, his plane being forced down over 
France and all that happened to him during his months of trying to 
escape. He could not do this without the help of Mother. Some of 
this she wrote many years ago when the events were a lot fresher 
in their minds, and some of it much later. Nevertheless, they got 
this done for us. This truly is the greatest legacy they can leave us. 
 
We have always wanted Daddy to do this, but he was always 
hesitant, and for many years really did not like talking about the 
experience. Several years ago, Jodi, his Granddaughter, gave him 
a notebook for he and Mother to start writing in and they did some, 
but did not complete it. In the notebook, Jodi wrote a beautiful 
inscription which I will include later in this into. Some years later, 
Jodi decided that the notebook was not going to cut it and she gave 
them a mini tape recorder complete with extra tapes and batteries, 
but somehow it just never got done. 
 
A few weeks ago, they decided they needed to get it done, so we 
would have something to treasure for always. It begins when 
Daddy enters the Army Air Corps in 1942 and continues until he 
leaves active duty in 1945. 
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2 
 
 

INSCRIPTION IN NOTEBOOK FROM JODI WISE 
 
 
 
 

Here’s your pad and here’s your pen, 
Now tell me Granddad where you have been. 

 
I want to know everything of the days gone by, 

I want to know when you laughed, 
I want to know when you cried. 

 
Tell me about the mountains you hiked, 

In the shoes that were too small. 
And tell me about the feelings you had when 

You made it here safely after all. 
 

In you mind there lies a treasure, 
A treasure you have to share. 

So that when I hear talk of World War II, 
I’ll tell them my Granddad was there. 
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ENTERING THE ARMY AIR CORP 
 
 I entered the Army Air Corp in the summer of 1942. I began 

my training at Randolph Field in San Antonio, where I had pre-

flight training. I then went to Ballinger for my initial flight 

training. I spent Christmas of 1942 in Ballinger, Texas. 

 John Malcolm, Little Hoss Lindsey and Marpe and I were all 

there together. Marie and Marpe’s girlfriend, Marge Keek came 

from Iowa to spend Christmas with us. We ate our Christmas meal 

in a small steak house restaurant in Ballinger. 

 From there I was assigned to Goodfellow AFB in San Angelo 

for basic training. Then I went to Waco for advanced flight 

training. Marie was teaching in Henderson at the time and she 

came to visit me in Waco and I gave her an engagement ring at 

Easter. I got my wings in May of 1943 in Waco and Marie came 

for the ceremony. Malcolm and Justine got married there and 

Marie and I were their attendants. 

 I then went to Washington State—Euphreta Washington. There 

I received an assignment to Walla Walla Washington. Then I got 
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the news that I was going to be sent overseas. I called Marie and 

told her to come to Walla Walla so we could get married. She rode 

the train from Fort Worth to Denver. While in route on the train, 

there was a wreck ahead of them on the tracks, so they were put up 

in a hotel in Denver until they could get the track cleared. 

 From Denver, they went through the mountains to Pendleton, 

Oregon. They changed trains there to a narrow gauge train to go to 

Walla Walla. The total trip from Fort Worth took about 4 or 5 

days. All this time Marie had on her suit, hat, gloves and carried 

her bags. 

 She finally arrived in Walla Walla. She had reservations at a 

hotel, I was out flying when she arrived. She had to go to the court 

house and plead competency because normally there was a 30 day 

waiting period for a marriage license. She also went to a jewelry 

store and bought 2 wedding bands, ordered gardenias, called the 

Church and a got a minister, Glenn Mell, lined up to perform the 

ceremony. We originally were to be married June 28, however I 

was out flying over the Pacific and our navigator brought us in 
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over California instead of Washington. Onalee Jensen, the wife of 

one of my crew called Marie and told her the crew was over 

California, so we knew by the time we got back it would be too 

late for a wedding. So we postponed the wedding until June 29, 

1943. 

 After we finally got back to the base in Washington, we did not 

have any passes to get off the base. There was a man there in the 

hospital who had a pass, but couldn’t use it so Onalee Jensen 

brought his pass to me and then went back with the same pass to 

get Jensen off the base. 

 We finally got married about 5:00 PM on June 29 at the 

Christian Church in Walla Walla, Washington. The minister, 

Glenn Mell performed the ceremony. The Jensens were our 

attendants. After the ceremony, we all went to dinner. Our 

wedding dinner consisted of fake meat, it was very difficult to get 

real meat during wartime. 
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 Marie and I spent the night at the hotel. The Jensens stayed in 

a private home where Onalee had been staying. The next morning 

Onalee took us back to the base. 

 That night the USO was having a dance, only USO members 

and military were allowed to attend, so Marie and Onalee joined 

the USO so they could come to the dance. They rode the USO bus 

to the dance. The dance was held at the Officer’s Club. After the 

dance was over, Marie and Onalee and practically 2 whole 

squadrons hid in the parking lot of the O Club. After all the buses 

had left, we all went back in the club and turned on all the lights 

and set up drinks and food and we partied all night. 

 The next day Marie and I stayed in touch by telephone. Jensen 

and I were going to Nebraska. Mother and Onalee and Jensen and 

I got on the train and headed to Nebraska. When we got there I 

found out I would be going to Bangor Maine where I would be 

leaving to go overseas. 

 Marie and I never saw each other after we got to Nebraska. We 

only talked on the phone. From Bangor we flew to Greenland 
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where we refueled. We then went to Prestwick, Scotland, and 

from there on to England. I did pre-training for bombing runs and 

we got our crew assignments. 

 On our first run to France, our plane was shot up and 2 crew 

members were wounded. Little did we know, but our third mission 

was to be our final flying mission. So begins the story of 

“SLIGHTLY DANGEROUS” ESCAPE. 
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BACKGROUND 

 
The day this story starts we were an average crew of Americans 
aboard a B 17 named “Slightly Dangerous”. We were on our third 
raid over enemy territory, the going had been tough. We had been 
to Stuttgart, Germany, and we knew we stayed in the target area 
too long. When we got back over France, all our engines were out, 
but one. We prepared to “take her in.” Giving up all hope of 
reaching our base in England again that day, we concentrated our 
hopes on a safe landing and “ESCAPE”, if we were lucky. The 
day is September 6, 1943. 
 
Our crew members were: 
 
2nd Lt. Lester Aufmuth 
Pilot-----Prisoner of War 
 
2nd Lt. James G. McMath 
Co-Pilot---Evaded Capture 
 
2nd Lt. James C. Jensen 
Bombardier---Prisoner of War 
 
2nd Lt. Charles Downe 
Navigator----Evaded Capture 
 
S/Sgt. James Wagner 
Ball Turret Gunner---Evaded Capture 
 
T/Sgt. Charles Fisher 
Flight Engineer/Right Waist Gunner—Evaded Capture 
 
T/Sgt. Robert K. Price 
Flight Engineer/Gunner---Prisoner of War 
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T/Sgt. Robert C. Corpening 
Radio Gunner---Wounded on 1st Mission (eventually killed in 
action) 
 
James Weatherford (Shorty) 
Fill In Radio Gunner---Evaded Capture 
 
S/Sgt. Joseph H. Smith 
Left Waist Gunner---Prisoner of War 
 
S/Sgt. Carl E. Bachman 
Tail Gunner---Evaded Capture 
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“ESCAPE” 

 
 

CHAPTER 1 
PANCAKE 

  

 Our B 17 landed swiftly but safely in a broad level hay field, 

tumbling the peaked haycocks as it bumped to a sudden stop. Out 

we poured dressed in Mae Wests and parachutes, momentarily full 

of gladness to feel the solid earth again under our feet. 

Les Aufmuth, our pilot told the crew to beat it for a patch of thick 

dark woods that lay about a fourth of a mile to the North. They 

scarcely stopped running in their haste to find cover. We officers 

had to stand by to set fire to the ship. She wasn’t badly damaged, 

and would make a fine prize, but firing was easier said than done, 

it took us nearly a half hour. The hay wouldn’t burn and the few 

books, papers, orders, and other inflammables were scarcely 

adequate. Finally, by using flares and incendiaries, we managed to 

start a parachute, which gave us a hot blaze for the front of the 

ship. 
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 Curiously, all this time I had noticed a farmer plowing in a field 

not more than half a mile away. He never looked up when we 

landed or while we were firing the ship, though he must have heard 

the crash or seen the smoke. I never knew whether he was afraid 

or stupid. 

 We were furtively rushing all this time for fear we would be 

discovered and captured. So as soon as we were sure the plane 

would burn, we too started to run for the woods. Then we saw the 

discarded packs, Mae Wests, heavy coats, boots and harnesses of 

the rest of the crew and it dawned upon us that we were still 

wearing all of our “gear” too. You can’t run far on a hot day, 

especially dressed in a Mae West harnessed onto a parachute. 

Freeing ourselves as we ran, we made a fine trail to the woods. It 

was about 1330 by this time, and so far no one seemed to be aware 

of our plight. 

 Resting only a moment, we made our way rapidly through the 

patch of woods, then to another, and thus from patch to patch. 

When we came to the edge of the woods, we could see people and 
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duck back into coverage as we progressed. Shorty had to stop 

once to get something out of his shoe. This gave us time to rest. 

By 1800 we figured we were at least 10 miles away. We watched 

carefully and stopped frequently to examine rabbit warrens and 

animal traps, to listen and to hide out at the least sign of discovery. 

We tried to travel in a Southeast direction, but the woods ran 

another way and we needed the woods for cover, so we traveled 

with the woods. 

 Shortly after 6:00 we had reached the edge of a patch of woods 

bounded by a cross road. Now we were stopped, completely 

exhausted, and showing marks and scratches we had received 

going through the thick underbrush. The trees were huge, black 

oak, and the underbrush was knee deep in thorny briars. On 

stopping, we found our pant legs were full of thorns. 

 From the edge of the woods we could see a large house and 

cluster of small thatched covered houses about a hundred yards in 

the rear. There were high fences and hedges around these houses. 

As we stood there viewing the scene in the gloom of evening, and 
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not knowing exactly what to do, we saw a girlish appearing French 

woman leaving one of the houses. She was riding a bicycle, and 

she was coming down the road toward us. We turned instantly and 

ran down a little trail away from the main road and dropped down 

behind some trees. Coverage was scant here, we thought we 

would let her pass, and I am sure we were an anxious looking trio 

as we crouched behind the trees waiting for her to go on. 

 There were three of us together now and this trio consisted of 

Les, the pilot, me, the co-pilot, and Shorty the radioman. 

Suddenly, as if by providence the woman turned her bike down the 

trail and came our way. It was impossible to run now, and the 

trees wouldn’t hide us, therefore, we crouched there dumb with 

surprise as if frozen to the ground. Les said, in an excited whisper, 

“Mac, she’s coming this way.” “My God”, I said as I swallowed 

my heart and poor Shorty was so scared that he was simply 

speechless with terror. 

 When the woman saw us, we weren’t the only ones who were 

frightened. She screamed slightly, as if she had seen three ogres 
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all at once, then she jumped off her bike. Although she was 

overcome by our presence at this particular point, she stood her 

ground. I had my French sheet out by this time and impulsively 

walked toward her trying my level best to show her some words on 

it and saying “Americanos”, “Americanos.” She stood there 

steadily sizing us up and down as I approached her. Finally, when 

we made her understand, she got very excited and was shaking 

hands with herself trying to welcome us, but we were not sure 

about it at first. This was our first introduction to what we later 

came to know as the French handshake. Then as we felt a small 

degree of relief, she shook hands with us, still chattering some 

French that none of us understood. We began making 

conversation by pointing to words on the French sheet and soon we 

were all trying to shake hands with her at once. We were equally 

as excited as she. 

 She was a small woman, dark hair, with a boyish haircut, brown 

skin with pinkish looking powder to cover otherwise unwashed 

features. He dress was simple and faded from wear and the sun, 
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certainly not from washing. She was bare legged and wore 

inexpensive canvas sandals. I remember how volatile her breath 

was. It smelled as if she had been saturated in garlic for many 

many seasons. 

 We weren’t getting very far with our French sheet, but she 

didn’t speak English so it was our only hope of trying to talk to 

her. We tried pointing to various words which she promptly 

misinterpreted and apparently thought one of us was ill. Every 

effort seemed to be futile. Then she made signs that she was going 

back to the house and as a gesture of assurance, left her bicycle 

with us. We were pretty scared, you may be sure. Les said, “shall 

we trust this dame or beat it?” What else could we do but trust 

her? The next person might not be as friendly as she. Tired, 

hungry and desperate, as we were, we unconsciously followed our 

instincts as dogs do when they meet a friendly master. 

 Running hurriedly she quickly disappeared through the gateway 

of the house across the road. In a few minutes, that seemed much 

longer, she returned from the house with 2 old ladies and a small 
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girl about 12 years old. These women were truly French and just 

as excited as Frenchmen are reputed to be. They waved their 

hands, chattered a lot in subdued voices, and pointed at us. All of 

this made us feel very foolish until the small girl made a motion 

asking to look at the French sheet. I was still holding it and 

waving at them. The young girl seemed to make the old ladies 

understand by reading the phrases we pointed out to her. We 

learned later that the girl spoke German also, but she couldn’t 

speak a word of English. She was as helpless in English as we 

were in French. 

 This went on for three or four minutes, then they motioned for 

us to follow them. This we did, but we weren’t sure that we were 

going gladly, as the woman, whom we had seen first, got on her 

bicycle and went down the trail, while we sneaked across the road. 

The gate was 100 yards from the house, so we crawled through a 

wire fence to reach the house quickly. One of the old ladies caught 

a shoe in the fence. When we looked back, she was stuck there 

sputtering. We hid in the weeds while the woman and the girl 
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helped her. When the fat one got her shoe unhooked, and they 

came up to us, we sneaked along with them and entered the 

basement of an ancient stone out building. We weren’t long in 

discovering that it was a deserted cow shed, approximately 12 x14, 

with a ceiling not over 9 feet high. The basement part of the 

building was about two-thirds underground. 

 We were worried naturally, but we were also very thirsty and 

this was beginning to be one of our main concerns. The three of us 

had had no water a greater part of the day, and our road work 

through the woods left us with dehydrated throats. Of course, we 

had had a cup of coffee at 0600 and we had flown six hours on 

oxygen and bucked another six hours through the woods after that. 

So as soon as we were in the basement, we pointed to the French 

word that meant drink, Boisson. The girl told one of the old ladies, 

the one we assumed to be her mother, and promptly we were 

present with a big tall bottle of wine. Very good grade wine too, I 

might add. We drank most of this and I tried to make them 

understand we wanted water. This time I was sure the point was 
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over, but instead of water we were given another big bottle of 

wine. We finally gave up and drank this too. I am sure I can speak 

for all three when I say we were beginning to feel much happier 

about the entire situation by now. 

 Then when we thought we would live on wine alone for the 

remainder of our life, Les saw a faucet. “Gee, Mac, I know they 

got water, I saw a faucet outside the door.” I just got to have some 

water soon,” he said. “Damn this wine anyway.” Then by a 

system of complicated motions, Les succeeded in leading the little 

girl to the door and pointing to the faucet. She got the point and 

soon got us glass after glass of water from the faucet, laughing at 

us all the time. This was the first time we ever knew that in France 

only animals drink water, people drink wine. It both surprised and 

amused them immensely to see us soak it up. 

 One of the old ladies left for the house and came back in 2 or 3 

minutes with an old man who she bossed as if he were her 

husband. They had some peasant clothes for us and the old man 

had a cap he gave me. Then I gave my wings and bars to the little 
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girl, much to her delight! I am sure she hid them where no one 

could find them for to be caught with such was asking for trouble. 

Fortunately, I left my dog tags in England that day. 

 We shook hands with the old man as he was very friendly, then 

he and the women began some intensified chatter. One by one 

they would disappear and reappear with this and that article of 

clothing for us to try on. Shorty was nearer the size of these 

people and was easier to fit with clothing, but there was a catch to 

it, he had to take his other clothes off first. The women weren’t 

about to clear out, but were insistent about his going on with the 

change. This nearly killed Shorty, but he went on with it. He had 

on GI underwear which only added to his embarrassment. Then 

they brought pants for me and Les. When the ladies wouldn’t leave 

the room or even turn their backs, we had to do the same as Shorty. 

They were urging us to hurry and they seemed to sense our 

embarrassment. When we were finally clothed, we burned and 

buried our uniforms. I had a shirt that was a night shirt and tucked 
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in my pants in the daytime. It looked like flannel and was not 

clean. 

It was growing dark now and they decided to move us to another 

house. Maybe it could be called a house, but it was about as 

comfortable as a barn. In a short time, which seemed like years, 

one of the women brought us some boiled eggs. There was one for 

each of us and she gave us some peaches, too. Never had such a 

meager meal seemed so adequate. Our stomachs were so full of 

excitement, I’m sure we didn’t relish the food as we should have. 

 About 8:30 the young girl, who had talked to us using the 

French sheet, came and told us we were to move to another 

building quickly. In the conversation, she told us the Germans had 

been there earlier in the evening looking for us. She led us through 

the darkness, crouching and crawling along very slowly. We did 

not know it at the time, but we were to have quarters in the house 

where German officers stayed when they came to this part of the 

country on a hunting trip. All of this moving added to anxiety. 

After we were safely in the house and upstairs, the girl went out 
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and locked the door. We were so tense and worried, we hardly 

knew whether to stay there or not. Les and I talked it over and 

decided to take a chance on what might happen. Shorty was so 

thoroughly frightened that he followed our decisions with no 

comment. We agreed to take turn keeping watch and thus try to 

get some sleep. I was to sit up and keep watch first while Les and 

Shorty slept. No doubt, I had the easiest job, because I was very 

much awake. 

 Around midnight, I was waking Les to take my place and let me 

sleep for a while, when we heard a noise downstairs. Shorty woke 

up instantly too, and we all sat very rigid while two people 

apparently were coming up the stairs. No doubt, we were very 

wide eyed when the girl and an old man came into the room with a 

small light. The girl told us we were to get up and go with the old 

man. 

 This old man was definitely French, small, rather dried up, wore 

a long mustache, and was quite dark. He had a wonderful sense of 
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humor, and we soon began to refer to him as “uncle”. This pleased 

him greatly. 

 We left our first harbor and now we traveled with the old man 

down a highway.. He had a bicycle that he had obviously ridden 

coming after us, but he pushed it now and walked along with us. It 

was so very dark we could hardly see each other, much less where 

we were going. The old man seemed to know the road and country 

intimately and managed to make us understand the way we were to 

go. 

 We had traveled some distance when we noticed a light moving 

quite a way down the road. The light seemed to come toward us, 

then it would turn and go the other way. Soon it would turn and 

come our way again. All the time we kept walking nearer to it and 

soon we could hear a clanking noise that resembled the sound of 

German troops moving. We were almost certain that it was the 

Germans looking for us. 

 Then the light turned and went the other way until it grew dim. 

We thought it was going away when suddenly it turned and came 
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back directly toward us. Instantly we scattered. “Uncle” and I ran 

down the ditch, but Les and Shorty ran out into the field and burred 

up in the newly turned soil. The light kept on coming. Uncle and I 

ran on our hands and knees down the ditch through grass that was 

knee high. I hid behind a tree and Uncle ran on, struggling with 

his bicycle and hid behind a hay stack. The light seemed to move 

back and forth, then it seemed the more I tried to hide, the more the 

light came around me. When I thought I could stand it no longer 

and that my heart would pound out of my body, I realized and saw 

what it was. It was some poor Frenchman plowing his field and 

the clanking noise was the chains on the horse harness. Uncle had 

seen what it was too about the same time, for he came over to find 

me. Then I went to the edge of the field where the other two 

fellows had gone, and whistled low. There was no answer. Again 

and again I tried with the same results. Finally I called 

“Les”…”Shorty” , but still there was no response. Uncle and I 

began walking out into the field and finally came upon them still 

half buried in the dirt. Even then, it took a lot of talking to 
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convince them that we were right, but once convinced, we were 

soon on our way again. This episode was later very amusing to 

Uncle and he would tell it to his friends and laugh very heartily. 

 That night, as we traveled toward the little town where Uncle 

lived, we could see ack ack—anti aircraft firing-- go off. Every 

few minutes Uncle would hurry us, because he was afraid we 

would not reach our destination before the light came. The country 

was very hilly and walking over it was very tiresome. It was 

getting light and it seemed to come very fast. We hurried down 

back alleys. There were lights in some of the houses, but we met 

no one. We came at last to a narrow street that had high stone 

walls on either side. It was still rather dark in here and soon we 

came to a gate and went into a place that looked something like a 

big Chateau. We went over to a small house that looked like a one 

room house with a lean-to. When we got to the door the old man 

called inside and a girl came and opened the door. It was the girl 

whom we had first met on the path the afternoon before. This man 

was obviously her father. 
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OUR STAY AT “UNCLE’S’ 

 The house was a two room affair, however, we never saw 

anything but the one room which was the kitchen, living and 

dining room all in one. Our quarters constituted a small attic over 

this room. It was completely unfurnished with the exception of 

two old quilts and a very adequate supply of fleas. It was small 

and we had to stay there in the daytime unless we were called 

down to eat. We could get outside at night to stretch and get some 

fresh air, but only one at a time then. We didn’t get much sleep at 

night because of these cramped quarters as well as the ever present 

fleas. I guess we were a little apprehensive as Uncle showed us 

round the Chateau after it started growing dark the second night. 

He kept showing us the walls and reassuring us. 

 There was an old woman who lived here too. She must have 

been Uncle’s wife. She was as filthy as the house. Her skin was 

soft, but very dirty. She was crazy and going blind. Her hair was 

clipped and she sat in one chair most of the time. She was a 

Catholic and wore a rosary. If her husband and her daughter both 
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left the house, she would call them and cry and raise the devil. 

This almost drove us crazy and finally I talked to her to try to quiet 

her down. Then she sat down and held my hand and cried and 

talked to me. She spoke in French and I talked to her in English. 

We were certainly talking about different things, but it seemed to 

satisfy her. Soon the daughter came home and we went to the attic 

and the fleas. After a short time, however, we were called down to 

eat. 

 The table was black with grime and filth. It had never been 

washed. They never washed the dishes, they just wiped them out 

with a cloth and stacked them in a corner. There was practically 

nothing in this room except for the table, a few chairs, stove, a 

stack of dishes and a small pile of twigs for fuel for the stove. 

 We had very little to eat and we felt like eating very little. 

While I was sitting at the table I noticed these people were half 

starved, but they were willing to share their food with us. Even 

though they had very little, they ate their food in courses. The old 

lady had a dog sitting by her and as soon as she finished with one 



Scarlet 42-5720 and Her Crew 

 288 

 

course, she would hold her plate down and let the dog lick it out 

before she ate the next course. 

 When the meal was finished, the daughter wiped the dishes and 

stacked them, not neatly, in the corner. Later in the day when I 

came down again from the attic, there were two small chickens in 

the room. They played over the stack of dishes as if hunting for 

one small crumb. They came in and out of the door at will. 

 The next day it rained and was very cold and miserable. It 

looked fairly safe here and we were some distance from the main 

road. We did find some consolation in that fact. 

 That morning, I went down into the room below and I was 

almost overcome by the filth, but there was no one here and I 

decided immediately to wash the dishes. When I looked out, I saw 

the 3 members of the household down in a little garden away from 

the house. I got the largest pan, filled it with water, heated it on 

the stove and proceeded to wash the dishes—it turned out to be a 

fair size job as the dishes required a lot of soaking and scrubbing. 
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I had finished with the dishes, but was still downstairs when 

they came in. They immediately noticed what I had been doing 

and they had plenty to say. However, I could not understand what 

they were saying so I never knew whether or not they objected. 

 After a few days at Uncle’s he carried us to Gizores to get on a 

train for Paris. He purchased our tickets and we waited around 

until a large crowd gathered and then we pushed into the crowd 

onto the train. We walked around Paris looking for a contact. 

While, we were there, Uncle peed in the street. Needless, to say 

we were a little shocked at that. We spent most of an afternoon in 

the back room of a bar. However, no contact was made and we 

returned to Uncle’s on a train. 

 The next few days were spent at Uncle’s, in the attic, eating 

grapes and scratching fleas. There were grapevines along side of 

this barn and we ate all we could reach. We were still unbathed 

and in the same dirty clothes we had been given, the day our plane 

came down, but there was no way to clean up or get clean clothes. 
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We made a second trip to Paris on a train to make a contact. 

We went to a big house that was empty but had a piano. The 

daughter was a concert accordionist. 

 Word came of a contact—a man from the resistance 

movement—we went back to Paris with him and met two young 

men who carried me and Shorty to Madam Denue’s. Les, the pilot 

was taken with a different group. We went by Metro and this is 

the place where they were checking id’s—since we had none these 

guys led us to the center of the crowd and pushed us on through. 

Madam Denue ran a bakery and we were quartered in one room 

above—there were 2 rooms, but one was sealed off. They kept all 

their valuables in it and there was no way to enter it. We entered 

Madam Denue’s through the back door through a courtyard. Other 

apartments and businesses used the courtyard and there was only 

one public toilet—“Thunder Mug” (pee pot). It was a hole with an 

indentation—it had a water tank above and a pull chain to flush. 

Only one of us could leave the room at a time to use this facility. 
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 While at Madam Denue’s we ate bread made with sawdust and 

lots of cabbage—cabbage was a main stay, cooked and raw. We 

had water to drink. We had a window that opened to a street 

where we could see the Eiffel Tower. We had a bed and some 

chairs. We would watch a store owner across the street who sold 

fish and snails. He wore an apron and visited with all the 

passersby. When he was alone, he would stand there and eat 

snails, picking them out with his pocket knife. 

 We could hear anti aircraft guns going off and shells would fall 

in the street—big chunks of metal. There were planes constantly 

going over. 

 We finally received our ID's, after that different men would 

show up to take us sightseeing. My ID card said that I was a 

French deaf mute. We saw the Eiffel Tower, a big Cathedral and 

the Arche de Triomphe which was near German headquarters. 

 We were taken to barbershop to get a haircut—one patron was 

there with a dog. When the sheet was taken off of him, we could 

see he was an SS Officer. After he left, the guys who had brought 
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us there started laughing and pointing at us, they thought it was 

quite amusing us sitting there beside an SS Officer. Madam 

Denue ran the bakery and she had a daughter who lived there with 

her, however she worked in a fashion store and not in the bakery. 

Most of the time food was brought to us, not regular meals. We 

would go through the kitchen on our way to the courtyard. The 

only bath was in her kitchen. 

 We stayed at Madam Denue’s quite a long time. We were 

given some advice from some Parisian policemen to not give 

escape money to guides. (Each flight crew member was given 

money each time they went out on a mission, so they would have 

money if they were ever shot down like we had been.) One day we 

were taken to a movie, while we were there the Germans came in 

and rounded up 50 people and executed them. It was a retaliation 

for the underground killing of a German labor recruiter. 

 One guide carried us to a wholesale grocery man’s house—we 

had Sunday dinner with plenty of food. While we were there, 

Shorty played the violin and made a bridge on the violin with his 
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knife and he began to play country music. The man was most 

upset with Shorty for putting the knife in the violin and I don’t 

think they were too fond of the country music either. There were 

several other “escapees” at the grocery man’s house this day. We 

were still in the same old clothes we got the first afternoon. We 

were able to wash up at Madam Denue’s, but still having the same 

old dirty clothes, I am sure we were getting very “ripe.” 

 On one tour of Paris, the guide carried us to see the result of the 

United States bombing of a rail yard. When we got there, much to 

our chagrin, our bombers had completely missed the rail yard and 

had wiped out a whole row of houses. 

 Madam bonnet, an old lady in her 80’s, came to visit us several 

times. She was an American and spoke English. She had married 

a French man and had lived in Paris for years. She had a daughter 

or some family who lived in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Madam Bonnet 

wanted us to let them know she was ok. 

 One day around noon, some resistance people came. Madame 

Denue’s daughter went with us to interpret. We walked to the train 
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station. (We never got in cars in France.) We knew we were 

going South toward Spain. We didn’t know it but our tickets were 

for Toulouse France. While at the railroad station we saw a big 

mob trying to get an airman away from the Germans. 

 Our guide and some other guides got us and a group of others 

on the train. There was a girl and a man in our compartment and 

when the Germans came to check ID's—these two started making 

out like mad. 

 Outside of Toulouse, we stayed in a house where we had lamb 

stew for dinner. After we ate, we went into the bathroom and saw 

the bathtub full of lamb wool and guts. It didn’t do a lot for our 

appetite. After that we referred to this house as the “gut house.” 

There we were given hob nail shoes that were too small and a coat, 

sort of like a sports coat that was too little. 

 From Toulouse we walked to Andorra which was about 40 

miles away, a very long and arduous walk. We would be able to 

get on a train there to go to Barcelona. During our walk we had to 

stay in the mountains away from German soldiers. We slept 
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sometimes in trees. When we finally got to Barcelona we boarded 

the train. On the train, Franco’s men boarded at some point and 

began checking ID’s. There was a pregnant lady who had to hide 

under a seat—while she was hiding, she peed all over herself and it 

ran out all over the floor. They put her off the train. Shorty was 

on one end of the train and I was on the other. When our guide 

realized Id’s were being checked he got me and 3 others and we 

hopped off the train and continued walking to Barcelona. 

Franco’s men got Shorty and he spent 60 days in jail, which we did 

not find out until later. 

 Once we were in Barcelona, our guide took us to the British 

Embassy—the British arranged for us to ride on a train to Madrid. 

In Madrid we first went to a house and met a woman who had 2 

daughters, we stayed there for a period of time and then we were 

taken to a hotel, which was near an art museum. 

 From Madrid we went by train to Gibraltar, where I had to be 

hospitalized with dysentery. After I was released from the hospital 

I was sent back to London. Another escapee who was waiting to 
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go back to the states and I flipped a coin to see who would get to 

be the special courier to come home first. I won the coin toss. I 

flew into Washington D.C. for a debriefing. Then I went home to 

Denton with 30 days leave. After a reunion with Marie and my 

family, we were to report to Miami, Florida for a rest camp. I 

received no further orders for 6 weeks. 

 After 6 weeks in Miami I was ordered to report for duty in Salt 

Lake City—We spent about 2 weeks there, then we were sent to 

Rapid City, South Dakota, I was to be a test pilot. From Rapid 

City, we went to Columbus, Ohio for B 17 school. 

 From Columbus we went to Lincoln, Nebraska, then on to 

Colorado Springs. I was assigned to the flight section for the 

Second Air Force. I tested planes coming out of the depot. I 

became Brigadier General Upston’s Aide and Pilot. We then were 

assigned to the Pentagon. While there I had 2 plane crashes, one in 

New Mexico and the other one while flying General Giles’ B 17, 

we crashed at Peterson Field. The fuselage broke in two. 
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While in Washington D.C. we lived in the Frontenac apartments 

in the beginning, then we bought a house in Alexandria, Virginia. 

We spent 2 years at the Pentagon. When we left the Pentagon, I 

went into the Air Force Reserve and we moved to Odessa, Texas, 

where we began our second career in the teaching and 

administrative fields in education. We had four children 

beginning with Mary, who was born June 2, 1951, Patricia, born 

April 4, 1953, Susan, born June 7, 1955 and James, born March 22, 

1957. I eventually put 20 years in the Air Force Reserve and I 

retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. 
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Editor’s postscript 
 
This document came to me in 2010 from a generous and thoughtful donor on the faculty 
of The University of Texas at Arlington. A missing page was provided my James 
McMath’s daughter Mary. 
 
Although minor format changes have been made, not one word of the text has been 
changed, in keeping with our policy of letting the veterans tell their story in their words. 


